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*DVESTrSEMENT. 




fifing this Edition of the following Es- 
s.4Y before the Britifh, and other Europeans, 
reiiding in India, no apology is deemed necefiary. 
With refpedt to the Essay itfelf, its own qua- 
jities will fpeak for it. The weight of the fub- 
jedl — the force and point of the reafoning — the 
perfpicuous and mafculine qualities of the ftyle— • 
the fterling good fenfe, found learning, and warm 
philanthrophy of the Author ; — thefe are the merits 
it difpjays : they will prove its beft apology; and 
make room for its paflage through every circle 
of fociety ; while the regular divifion of the mat- 
ter into fhort and comprehenfive fedtions, will 
render it acceptable to thofe who either want 
leifure or patience, inclination w or fortitude, ta 
encounter an unpartitioned book. 

The upright in heart will profit by the perufal: 
their faith in the Gofpel will, be confirmed, and 
a confeqiient iricreafe of devout fentiment and 
pra&ical piety, will be produced. And it may 
Hot perhaps be too much to fay, that the DeiJI $ 
for whofe ufe the Essay was originally compofed, 
-will here find himftlf addrefled in language polite 
and refpcdful; and his fenfiments inveftig&ted 

with fairnefs and candour. 

• • • 

The amazing difference between chriftianity as 
taught by Chrift himfeif, and by his Apoftles, and 
a? corrupted, mangled, and diftorted, by the pride, 
the inventions, $m$l the fanaticifjrr of men, appears* 
in a very linking manner in the following Essay, 
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An attentive perufal may enable the reader to 

difcrirtinate. Having* read to the end, he will 
fcarcejy be able te^pievent cxchiming — fi May 
Chftftlanity, pure as it came Trom its Divine Au- 
thorj fpeedity^qver the earth as the waters co- 
ver the fea!" ~— — - -— ^ — ^_ _ * 

* The daily extending afpeft of the Britifh Do- 
minions in India, feems to promife the moft im- 
f>ortaht facilities for ,the fpread of divine know* 
edge.. The many liberal minded, and pious per-- 
jfons^ who at prefent in this country, fill offices of 
the higheft tefponfibility, both in His Majefty's 
and in the Honorable Company's fervice; in the 
Array, Navy, Civil and Commercial eftablifhments * 
in public and in private concerns, is alfo a moft 
promifing circumftance. To thefe worthy perfons, 
the Editor prefumes to recommend tjie following, 
work: — partly, that they themfelves may.be . edi- 
fied ; but efpecially that either by lending it; or 
giving it away, to young gentlemen, rifing. up in. 
the fervice, the poiibn of infidelity may. be pre- 
vented from infe&ing, the minds, of \thofe into, 
\vhofe hands the political and commercial in* 

t^erefts of thefe vaft countries, muft fhortly fall; 

• ■ •• • , . i. 

Many of the highly refpe#able r clafs ofiperibns 
now mentioned* have fons, brot^^s^nqphews^, re- 
latives, and the fons, of their particular friends* juft 
commencing the career of public life* under thdr f 
eye, in India. . Thefe will foon be widely fcatteredL 
through the Provinces and Refidencieaj: andf.thoie 
whofe bufinefs lies in the fea^ will have an ex- 
tenfive intercourfe with the. natives on the coaft^, 
and in the Iftands, from Surat to Cantpn«*~froriv : 
Canton to the Cape of Gpod Hope. Tftejr will- 
be furrounded with inducements to, ever£ vice.. 



Vice indulged, deflxoys the battlements of the 
'roind, defeats, in a great meafure^ the end of 2^3*- 
beft education, and makes the acc^irs of Deifm 
eafy. If th^.f^fci^auuitS'iA^eifiri feixe the hca'-- * 
awkreemfciovs guilt render it defir^hj^^ 1 £' 
purejinc^^ £ ofpe j 

iAP(0cac£s, may not be true, then there is an en<J 




ifpr.eadits goldei 
every power of the foul. . . To endeavour to prevent 
fo great an evil, uat once both an aft and an evi- 
dence oftnie friend fhijp.. Pteced v in a great Variety 
of fituationi the young gentlemen juft referred to/ 
wiD-h^veiainfltiencc, each in his own fphere. *f he 
more firmly a conviction of the truth,, excellence, 
and* importance, o£.th* : Gof£ei, be- *i*\etted in 
their minds, fo much the more purity, , models 
tion, juftice, benevolence, piety, : and. ufcfulnefs,, 
will be difplayed in their lives. Tfcere'are perhapr 
few books of human compofition,: ih all Vefpeas,. 
fo well adapted to produce this conviction and 
thefe effe&s, in their minds and conduct, as the 
Essay before us is. The aggregate influence of 
fuch acondu£t,on theimprovement, the morals, and- 
the happinefs of fociety at large, would be very 
great: human woes would be diminifhed, and* 
the progrefs of the Gofpel accelerated; — the light 
of chriftian truth would gradually banifh the 
darknefs of Pagan philofophy, and Mahomedan 
error; and its fimple, ufeful, divine, Inftitu 
tions, take the place of that heterogeneous mafs of 
degrading fuperftition, under which millions ofr 
the Inhabitants of India and China, now lie buried.. 
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To the Sacred Scriptures, and the many valu- 
-^?J?le^hriftian books of all descriptions, to be found 
in every LiBraljy-Jf. k * ?pcd» this Effay may pr6ve 
^ a ^£cotable addition; and a iiierfri^rajjoai^n to 
thofe7eadeH£l beNew Teftament efpecially, wfibf? 
fituation affords but Tew ^^pp8i¥fi^ai2!L?«£i^ 
ing on Divine Worfhip and public Inftru&ion. 

Theprice ofthis Edition, from various caufes, ef* 
pecially from the fmall number of copies that coul(J 
be difpofed of in a country where Europeans 
are comparatively few, is heceffarily higher thaw 
could have been wiihed. That however, to thofe for 
whom it is chiefly intei)ded, wil) be no great ob-, 

je<a. l _ 

It only remains for the Editor to obfervc, that 
the prefent is a faithful Tranfcript of the Third 
Edition^ printed in 1813, under the Author's awn 
jeye. 

Malacca, 1 
March 4, 1817. J 
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PREFACE* 



/The following Treatife was drdwn up at the re- 

queft of the London Miffionary Society. That zea- 
lous and a&iv&bbdy refolved at their annual meet- 
ing in May iSod, to print a very large edition of 

* .the New Teftarnent for the ufeofthe people oc 
France. .On confidering the wide fpread of infi- 

:delity in that, country, it was thought it would be 
for their edification, to accompany it with an £j- 

Jay on the Divine Authority if ibe Writings, of the 
Evangelifis and jipflUi. The office Was affigned to 
me, and it waS'acCepted by mfr. The difficulty of 
it Was felt, when it was too late to retraft: and I 
blulhcd to thiiik, that I Ihould have dared to take 
tip the pen on a theme, to which many of the firft 
men in th£ republic of letters, for talents, learning, 
ind goodnefs, Had bent the whole ftrength of their 
mind. However I had undertaken the tafk, and 
it was neceflary to proceed. One thing gave me 
encouragement, ** it pointed out the neceffity of 
the work; naitldy, that though there were many 
books of the higheft excellence on the evidence of 

•' the chriftian religion, not one was fuited to our 
views : and a treatife more appropriate to the par- 
ticular objeft was* needed to anfwer the prefent 
pufpofe. Such a trkatije it has been my endeavour 
to furnifh. 

But that the reader may judge of the Eflay ac- 
cording to the writer's defign, I beg leave 1 to lay 
before him the plan I perfued, as beft adapted to 
attain the propofed object. - 



VI 

I have endeavoured to keep always in view the 
perfons for whofe benefic it was intended. l5eifts 
are the men addreffed. Atheifts I leave entirely 
out of the queftion. To propofethe evidences of 
chriftianity to men who cannot read the exiftence 
of God in the works of creation, is perdere et oleum 
r? opetam. The Deifts are fuppofed to hold what 
-Recall the principles of na fatal vttigioni and if rn 
addition to this> they be confidered as in a great 
ttieafure ignorant of the real do&rines of the gof- 
pel, and prejudiced againft St as contaihing all the 
fuperftition of the church of Rome, it will finifh 
the outlines of their character. For fueh I write: 
and it will be proper for the Englifli reader to keep 
this in view; 

It has been my ftudy to^ele& thofe arguiMftts 
of which a perfon may fee the force by reading the 
New Teftament: and to it has been ifcy cohftaftt 
appeal. Such proofs as required a critical (kill in 
languages or hiftory, did not appear fuited to the 
occafion. As the Eftay fhould fuit the fna/s, as 
well as jm^n of fcience, what may be called temmtn 

jerrfe arguments, addreffed to the underftariding 
and cohfcience.of men who had the new Teftament 

. in their hands, have been chiefly employed, as bed 
adapted to general convidion. 

Thofc who are intimately acquainted with the 
deiftical controverfy, and who need but a bint in 
: order to recal a whole chain of reafoning to the 
mind, may complain that I havedwtijt tQdlongon 
each particular. Others who love to fee a fujbjaft 
accurately, treated, and arguments fully expofed to 
view* will find fault, becadfe the particulars are 
pot fufficient'ly ii'luftrated. * Mj cdurife laf. **- 
'tween theft two* The ferine ym {Altogether ifiu 









proaptt, bacaufe the perfons X addrefs trefuppdfa! 
to be in a great meafure unacquainted with the 
fubjed. The latter. would have been tedious tp 
thofe for whom it is ddigned, and. betides would 
3have fwelled the Eflay into feveral volumes. It 
has been my aim to bring, fprward the fubftance of 
the evidence, and to ilhtft rate each particular fo 
far, that aperfon who prevjojuily had little, know- 
ledge of the fubjeift might foe and* feel the forcp 
<rf the argument. Whether 1. have Succeeded, it 
U the province of the reader to judge. If I could 
have fpared more room, I fhouLd have enlarged 
'(what fome; may think leal!" to the purpofe) thje 
Jirft chapter of the Eflay: becaufe i believe that 
one grand reafon why many reje<3 the New Tefta- 
*fceiit, is: becgufethey are ignorant of its principle*, 
And have taken up falfe ide^s of the gofpel <*>f Jefus 
Chrift. * 

If the arrangement be perfpicuous and eafily re* 
-jmembered, it will ^hfvier the author's wifti. The 
divifiops may appear formal; but he thought they 
"would render an Effay of this kind- more ciftindb; 
and likewife that a perfon who would not venture 
on an undivided book, might be induced to read a 
ihort fediofi, and from one be lied on to another, 
'As to language, his endeavour has, been to, rendear 
the ideas as plain and as obvious as he could, to minds 
iinaeeuftomed to religious. inquiries; and to com- 
prife as much ufeful matter' :iri as few. words, a« 
iourtd be done without obfcurity.. Whether be has 
been abfe to render it intereftingimufl-be left tojthie 
judgment of others. A rhorc adorned ftyle might 
have been agreeable to many; but one man has hi^ 
gift and taffe in one way, and another in another.. > 
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tafte in competition ;~ and that on this act punt all 
cannot poflibly have their own gratified in any one 
performance. How differently * do men convey 
their ideas! We perceive a difference as to the 
matter, the form, the arrangement, the length and 
manner of illuftration, the ftyleand degree of de- 
coration. Very many perfons who read, but never 
wrote books, are not fufficiently coniiderate as to 
this point. They expect a greater conformity to 
their tafte, than it is in the power, were it the in* 
clinattori, of a writer to comply withj and if thejr 
do not find their own favourite mode of compofi- 
tion, they condemn the work. ; But a man might 
as well infift, that others (houldhave the fame con- 
tour of face, arid eyes and hair of the fame colour 
with his own. It (hould be rertiembered, that 
every man has his manner; and if a perfon write a 
book, provided it be compofed fo as to anfwer the 
j>urpofe in 3, fuit^blp dfgnee, impartial and candid 
readers (hould allow him, to dft it,- and indeed 
(hould expert him to do it in bis own manner g and 
they have no juft reafon to. complain on this ac- 
count. : 

It has been, as you will obfefve, my ftudy to 
addrefs.Deifts, without bitrernefs and without con- 
tempt. I have made ufe of no hftr(h terms nor fu- 
rious invectives, being convinced V that the wrath 
of man worketh not the righteoyfnefs of God:'* 
but I have treated them. fairly, a$ J; wiih ;heqi {9 
treat the gofpel and. its advocates A perfoq who 
is confeious of truth on bis (id*, 'is under no nc- 
ceflity of having recourse tp fcurrility and abufe. 
Some writers xm the fubjeft haye taken very high 
ground,. and always fpeak pf Deifts wjth fovereign 
contempt, and the mpft pointed virulence, as men 
^ftituie of the ihadow of a pretence for thtftia-. 
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« 

fidelity. One would imagine from their repre-* 
fentations,. that thpfe who profefs to be chriftians 
are all angels / and thofe who rejeft it are all devils* 
/With refpeft to the t fulnefs of evidence from the 
fcriptures for the truth of chriftianity, we perfe&ly 
accord: but when we confiderfrom what premifes 
men frequently draw their conclufions, and form 
their judgment; and that they look at the efietlt 
of a religion more than at its. principles, there is 
reafon to lament that they have had fo much to 
offer as an excufe for their unbelief. The fuper- 
flitious worfhip of the church Of Rome, combined 
with the abfqrdky pf her peculiar tenets, and ren- 
dered more offenfive by the impure or ambitious 
lives of many 6f the rtioft dignified of her clergy, 
haveproyed a ftuhnblirtg block to millions, and 
produced a reje&ion of the gpfpel. In proteftant 
cgu/itries, : though the creeds of the different 
churches be pure, .have not Deifts had too mtich 
to allege againft the condudl of thofe who profefs 
the chriftian religion, and ftill more againft the 
-worldly fpirit (I fpeak'it with grief) of too many 
of its minifters?. Whaft indecorous means are of- 
ten publicly en\ploycd to' obtain ecclefiaftical pre- 
ferments: and when, obtained, though prefenting 
•full employment for the utmoft exertions of an in- 
dividual; in e*rery. lounge of idlcnefs, in every 
fcene of ^mufemeht, in every hai\nt of pleafure, 
they vtic daily to be' found. What influence may 
Xuch condu<3 be expe&ed to hbvc' out thofe who 
Witnefs it, and efpec^Ily on thofe. who aflbciate 
:withthem? /* Thefeimeh," they will fry, " know 
the gofpel better than we: but it is plain from 
their life and converfation, that they do not be- 
lieve it* apd why fhould we£" Tftefe excufes will 
not avail for- their acquittal in the fight of God; 



but they (hould influence the defenders ofchns- 
tianity to treat them with lefs feverity. 

It may be faid, "they have treated chriflinnitr 
in the mod (hameful manner." True: but if thejf 
religion warrants them in fuch unbecoming difpo* 
fitions of mind, let us a# according to the tenow 
of ours, and defend the gofpel in its owp [pirit, 
<c The fervant of the Lord, while he cpntendf 
earneftly for the faith once delivered to th£ jkintSj 
tnuft not drive, but be gentle unto all men, vjl 
meeknefs inftruding thofe that oppofe them felveaj 
if God, peradventure, will give them repentance tp 
the acknowledging of the truth." Man/ Deifta, 
confidered as members of civil focjety, are refpe<3> 
able men : as immortal creature? too let them be 
treated with refpeft. Their fituation i&dangerou* 
beyond expreffion ; let theni be treated ,with the 
tendered: pity : they need it. Ghriftjanity lofe? 
nothing by being defended with her own >vwpojw 
alone. 

I am not at all aftonifhed at the increafe of in- 
fidelity: but let it ever be remembered, th* caufes 
were not of yefterday. In France, after the perfo. 
cution and bani foment of the proteftants with & 
ihoufand circumftanccs of worfe than ELoberfpier** 
Yean cruelty, and the entire deft ro&i on of their 
public worfhrp, there remained nothing but ihr 
waft mafs of fuperftition, which covei?s the Row ftl 
uchurch from • h^ad to foot. Suohta figure may be 
worihipped among agrofsly ignorant people, $& 
in A uftri?, and Bavaria, in jRortugaPl, ^and Spain*; 
/but knowledge was rapidly increafiog to France^ 
and mtn enlightened by fciencc cofiiSj &$t view 
the tricked up harlot, but with epfrterppj a&i w4tfc 

vdifguiL As the Jttew Teftjmgnt tt£a& jtf* £* iwwfc 
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in common ufe as here, they fell into the fame 
miftake with their defendants, concerning whom 
ftn author who wrote not long ago at Paris* in her 
defcription of the literary Deifts, fays, " It never 
entered into their mind to conceive that popery 
andchriftiaoity are two different things/' Imagin- 
ing that what they behqld was the very religion 
.which Jefus and his apoftles publifhed to theworld* 
they defpi fed it, and they rejeded it. After hav- 
ing feen bigbm-ifi performed in all its fplendouria 
,the capital of Louis xvi, and low mafs in various 
-churches there, I profefs that inftead of wondering 
that multitudes of the people in that country be- 
came Dei ft s, I rather wonder that any could pos- 
i fibly continue to profefs themfelves chriftians, 

.provided popery and chriftianity be the fame. 

In England, Along with the other taufcs which 
ha Vc toein enumerated, the feeds of infidelity be- 
gan td be fown above ft century ago, in the negu 
left bf the religious inftru&ion of young people by 
minified and parents. The field became green : 
•St grew (lowly towards maturity, till late events, 
like the rains and funs which rapidly advance the 
harveft, made the cars of the vaft field appear. 
Multitudes were thunderftruck, when they ob- 
served that the Crop was Infidelity; but it was juft 

tit* natural a produce, as if hemlock had been fown, 
and a field of hemlock was raifed to maturity. 

-Nothfrig elfe could reafonably have been expe&cd. 

While I am not aftoniihed at, I am not afraid of 
infidelity. No fears either for the gofpcl* or the 
church of Chrift difturb my raimj. The church 
as founded on a rock, and the gates of hell Ihall 
t ,not prevail againft it. The {jofpel has Hood its 
ground againft far more formidable foes ; and as 



in all former rimes it (till will overcome. Every 
enlightened friend of Jefus Chrift muft have becii 
grieved beyond meafure, to obferve foriie writers 
on the fubjed full of terror and fury, calling to 
,the civil magiftrate to unlheath his fwprd and 
command the infidel to filence or to punishment: 
while others reprefented chriftianity as hanging ia 
awful fufpehce, as to the very continuance of its 
exiftence, on the iffue of the war in which the na- 
tions of Europe were engaged. Of all the difho- 
nourable things which have been fpoken again ft 
Jefus Chrift and his gofpel, thefe are certainly 
among the fir ft; and merit the unqualified repro- 
bation of c\ery one who has the caufe of true rc^ 
ligion and the honour of chriftianity at, heart. 
There is juft as much reafon to fear that the con- 
tentions of the potentates of Europe may pluck 
the fun from his fphere, and leave the world in 
darknefs, as that they can endanger the removal of 
gofpel from the earth. cc Jehovah hath fworn by 
: himfelf, the word is gone out of his mouth in righte- 
oufnefs, and lhall not return, that unto Jefus every 
knee (hall bow, every tongue (hall fwear. Surely 
(hall one fay, In the Lord have I righteoufnefs 
and ftrength: even to him (hall men come; and 
all that are incenfed again ft him (hall be aftiamed. 
Irv the Lord (ball all the feed of Ifrael be juftified* 
and (hall glory," Ifaiah xlv. 23, 24, 25. 
. ; I conceive, I (peak oty accurate obfervation 
when. I fay that chriftianity is gaining ground in 
the ifland of Great Britain. More vigorous efforts 
for its propagation have not been made for a cen- 
tury paft, than during the lad (even years; and 
with the moft pleafing profpedfc of r fuccefs. One 
good and very important effedt rcfultjng from the 
increafe of deifm is that every zealous chriftiah 



will feek with greater energy to promote the caufe 
ofGhrift; and every faithful minifler of the gofpel 
will exert himfelf to the utmaft to banifli igno- 
rance and vice from his congregation ahd neigh- 
bourhood: and with ardour far greater than he 
ever employed before, toinftrud them in the prin- 
ciples of the dodtrine of Chrift, and to make them 
wife unto falvation. 

Some may be ready to inquire, why the introw 
dudtion is confined to the New Teftament, and does 
not likewife embrace the Old. Befides many other 
reafons which might be afligned, it appears to me 
that by being kept diftindt, the evidence of each 
will be perceived with greater clearnefs, than if 
they were blended Together in one effay. Both 
the writer and the reader wiH find many advantages 
from this arrangement: and thofemoft of all, who 
are unbelievers. The queftiorc then is, where 
fliould we begin? Asm an extend ve and varie- 
gated fcene, there is acertain point, from which the 
whole may be feen to greateft advantage, fo it is 
in fuch fubgects as that before us. There is *firft, 
which a writer will endeavour to feize, and frorrr 
thence be led on to a fecond, and a third, fo- as to* 
give to the whole the greateft degree both of clear- 
nefs, intereftyand force. It frequently happens* 
that the proper, beginning is not with, that which 
is firft in point of timer— in the prefent inftance 
this is the cafe.. The perfon who is Tittle acquainted 
with,, and rejects the fcriptures; flioukt begin with 
the New Teftament, as containing the fyftem of 
chriftianity in its full perfedlion. When he has 
read it with ferious attention, let him thenafcend 
to the writings of the Old Tcftament, and ho 
will find additional confirmation of the gofpel, 
from the preparations which* he will fee, were 
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made for the coming of Jefus Chrift: theOld Tef* 
tament willl ike wife be more eafily and better un-* 
derftood. Whereas if a Deift begin with the Old 
Teftament; there are fo many things through the 
vhole of the volume, but efpecially in the Mofaic 
ceconomy, referring to the chriftian difpenfation, 
which cannot be underftood, and the defign of 
which cannot be known till he has read the New 
Teftament, that he is in danger of growing weary 
j^f the purfuitj and giving it up indifguft. In the 
ether way he perceives the reafon of every thing 
as he goes along; and hi* talk is rendered more 
eafy and delightful. It has this additional recom- 
mendation, that it was the method which the a 7 
poftles pur fued. -^Should tlm effay be deemed to 
anfwer the purpofe for which it is defjgned, the m ri- 
ter at a future time, fhould opportunity be given, 
may attempt a treatife on the Divine Authority' of 
the Old Teftament: and he conceives that there 
is a great variety of important confederations on 
the fubjed, to which not only Deifts but many 
chriftians have not paid the attention which they 
merit. The author has this important objelt ft i IX 
in view; and fhould he be fpared to complete 
fome things in which he is engaged, he will en- 
deavour to fulfil bis promise. 

If it be afked why an eflay which was intended 
for France alone, is printed in the Eoglifh tongue, 
my anfwex is, that the meafure was approved, and 
recommended by fome gentlemen to whofe ju4^ 
ment I pay great -defe'repc^. -, They thqught. it; 
might beufeftfl in f his country: and it was. giving 
me an opportunity of fobmitting it more/ully. to 
the friends of che gofpd, from whofe remarks J 
protpifed niyfelfniuch affiitance; and toped thai 






I ihdulct thus be enabled to render it more fit Co 
anfwer the propofed end, and iefs unworthy of be- 
ing tranflatcd into the French tongue. On a pe- 
xufal of theEflay, faults and defe&s are perceived in 
the printed copy which were not fo obvious in the 
ntanufcript. Thofe which the writer had remark- 
ed, and fuch as were obferved and communicated 
to him by others, there would be an opportunity 
of altering* before itaflumed'a French' drefsj and 
likewife perhaps of leaving out a few things which, 
though they fuited England, might not be need- 
fuFfor France. 

The Eflay was accordingly publifhed in Englifh 
in i8oi; and availing myfelf of the remarks of 
friends, as well as corre&ing the faults I myfelf 
obferved, I endeavoured thus to prepare it for a 
tranflation into the French Toftgue* That office 
was undertaken by a protectant gentleman, a metm- 
ber of the legiflative body, who executed it, with 
fiiuch accuracy, Simplicity and elegance. ..What 
ideas he entertained of thfc fitnefs of the work, as 
defigned foir the ufe of his countrymeri, the follow* 
ing extraft from a preface tfMch he. prefixed te 
his tranflation, will ,abuadancly declare*. From 



■f*p«w^ppi^«ip— w**^»ii 



* En nous abftendnt de.toiiie reflexion jur ce qui eft U 
fonA%del 9 ouvrage % noqs nouspermclirons qutlq»cs detail* 
fur ce' quien conftilue Id forme. Sous le modefte 
tine &* ££"> fauteur\ 0'avid Bogue, nous a par u avoir 
tout/ la man f re a find, in fa rijferrani dans le cadre 
le plus droit ytfiffoit poffible. jl par court futceffive? 
merit et aver heaucobp de mffjboJe routes les four res 
d 9 argumens % en faveurd? la trfigion chritienne. 11 
prtfent* ce qu?U [ofpMf.lt* evidences 4e /*.*$} fa et 
leurs develop femens % avec «»/ **//<//„ *ne lucidity unt 
precifion, vrawtytjing#li$re* $vn IJflai fait itre en* 
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idicTmib; the EITay was trahflated into the /'tf7/« 
.language by a Neapolitan bifhop, and an edition- of 
.it was likewife publiftved at Parts. I am not foffi- 
iCiently acquainted, with that tongue to form a judg- 
ment of it; but I am informed; that to the ftricft- 
eft fidelity, it unites a higher degree of elegance. 

From a copy of the Eflay in German which was 
put into my hands, I find that a tranflation of it 
in that exten five language was feveral years ago 
printed at Bade. 



w'fagf comme un extrait de tout ce que les aureurs, q ui 
'font precede, out en it de mieux fur cette matter e; et 
nous le croyons plus appropri( a Jon objeti, et par conjf- 
quent plus propre a op&rer des /uccis % que le grand 
wuvragi d % Abadie. 

Une cbo/e qw dijtinguc ret Eflai, et qui doit augment 
-ter le ncmbre de J*s 4eSeurs 9 e'eft le ton d'amtnite,f 
d*offeBion 9 de pbilantrcpte, qui y refpire a*un bout a 
V autre. -'David Bcgue ne panit avoir ete anime que 
ipnr. le defir de /aire du Hen a fes /tmb/abies, et de 
Jeur montrer ta veritable route de la /ageffe, de la verttt, 
£t du bonbeur. L'e/t dans ce Jentiment qu r U pwje eette 
pffeSueufe douceur qui donne un caraffere bien inter ejjant 
t?crifinalite % a /on livre. Cesniat Hres ont etcjtfou- 
vent traitees avec fa rebut ante pretention du ton djfloraU 
On a vu/i/ouvent les tbeoligiens regeriter, avec djrete, 
'leurs lebieurs % au liru de ies in/truirei prendre* avec 
eux t le langage guinde qui en imp of e^ au lieu du langage 
fimple qui eclair e ; qu 9 on ne /era pas peu etonne de tt Oli- 
ver, a ant fauteur de cet ouvrage^ le ton pater nel d % un 



A f In ctm/equince of a diffickney of accents > feveral 
words have tiece/farily been te/t u»acctnttd, which it is 
toped, the French fcbolar will excu/e. — Ed. 
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A fecondedition of the French copy of -the Es- 
say was lately pUbliftied in London* Chiefly with 
a view tfol the many thoufands srf French prifoners 
detained in -this country, -among whojn infidelity 
greatly prevails : who by cbieing: brought To near 
tis, have a claim to the pity and. benevolence qf 
British chriftians. It has bee^ fuggeffedj fop, that 
it will be fuitable for the higher claffes in fchools, 
as it will furnifh the pipiisiinftrutfcfr plyouth>ith 
a book, which while it improves them in the know- 
ledge of the French tongue, will fortify them a- 
gainft the attempts of infidelity, and render the e- 
violences of the chriftian religion familiar to their 
minds. 



bomme-de-bien^ qui ne veut devoir la conviftion qu'ii 
la force du ta{fonnement 9 ,et lafoi qu 9 a la lumiire. 

11 a principalement dirige fes vues con t re les deifies. 
Comme c'efl pour combat tre ce genre d*adverfaires qu'il 
s^eft arm*, c'eft dans le Jens de cette intention qu*il a 
dirige Jon offensive ep fa defenfive- Apris avoir 
etabliy dans -divers cbapitres les evidences de la divine 
auiarite dw Nouveaw T eft am en t* il a difcute les objec- 
tions principals que le deifme dirige contre la religion* 
Cbretienncf: et U a mis % .dans cette difcuffton^la decenct, 
la dignite d'expreflion avec lej quelle s les deifies devroient 
traiter les minifires de la religion* lorfqiCils attaqueut 
VEvangilc 

Lifiyle de cet ouvrage eft* eel ui qui convient aufujet. 
Du naturel, de la ftmplicite^point de luxe y point de clin- 
quant oratoire.. Un livre de raifonnement nedoit point 
it re ecrit comme un livre d 9 imagination : et Vaufiire 
langage de la raifon ne vent pas que la clarti foit [a- 
crifiee aux orncmtns»ni lajnfieffe des expreJftQns & lewr 
enluminure. 
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A fecond edition of the original Englifli copy 
was printed with corrections in 1804. As that 
has been fome time fince fold off, and the book is 
frequently fought for, a third edition is prefented 
to the public, with the author's earned prayers, 
that it may be accompanied with the divine bles- 
sing, and rendered profitable to every reader* 



Gosport, May 3, 1813. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



Immortality is the glory of man : take it away f 
and he finks into infignificance. Theydebafe hu- 
man nature who confider death as the clofe of 
their exiftence. But you fhudder at the degrading 
thought ; and, agreeably to the dictates of reafon 
and truth, deem ycurfelves formed for eternity. 
Cherifti the vaft idea; and afpire after a happinefs 
which will never end. . 

Will you. permit a friend, though unknown, to 
folicit your attention to a book which was written 
with the godlike defign of railing you to the per- 
fection of your nature and to happinefs, by conduct- 
ing you to God ? The book demands examina- 
tion, and reprefents it as criminal in men, if they 
rcfufeto weigh its evidence and its contents in the 
balance of impartial reafon, and give it that re- 
ception to which it is entitled. 

Do not turn away with difdain and fay, fC I will 
not read it." That is not the language of wis- 
dom. The book claims its origin from God; 
and its' object is to teach you how to ferve him, 
and how to attain the higheft felicity. — ff But I 
am fure it is not true." Millions have read and 
acknowledged its truth: among thefe have been 
the moft confeientious of men, and the firft lu- 
minaries of fcience, than whom none were ever 
better qualified to examine its nature and excel- 
lence: and they had no worldly intereft to ferve 
by profeding to believe the gofpel. When a 
Bacon, a Paschal, a Boyle, a Newton, a Locke, 
and a Leibnitz, have examined and receive^ 
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chriftianity as true, can you call yourfelvcs imparl 
tial enquirers after truth and happinefs, if you re- 
fufe to examine. 

It is not required that you ftiould believe be- 
caufe they believed ; but that you w< uld exa- 
mine what they believed to be truth) and the tnoft im- 
fcrtant truth. I intreat you to read the New Tes- 
tament. Till then, you cannot poflibly know /\ 
whether it is to be rejected or received. A cur- 
fory reading is not fufficient : it requires a re- 
peated perufal and diligent ftudy, that you may 
cleaily perceive its fcope, its defign, its general 
principles, and particular truths. Without this, 
to call yourfelf either Ckriflian or DeijI would be 
alike unbecoming and unreafonable; for you are 
not qualified t judge of its merits, and cannot 
with juftice either appVove or condemn. With- 
out reading and underftanding the New Tefta- 
ment, either of the names will cover him who 
wears it, not with honour but with difgrace. A 
man of reafon will examine before he decides. 

Let the examination be conducted with im- 
partiality. Chriftianity defires no bias in her 
favour tit I examination take place: all {he re- 
quires is, (and is it not reafonablc?) that no pre- 
judice ftiould be entertained to her difadvantage. 
She calls you to banifti levity when you begin to 
read ; to proceed with ferioufnefs of nvnd ; and to 
futamon up all the eier^ies of the foul to the 
work. The inquiry, fhe fays, is of infinite impor- 
tance; and your hVppinefs in a future ftate de- 
pends upon the iflue. Will it then be unfuitable, 
before you proceed, to offer up a fupplication to 
the Father cf Lights, from whom comefh down 
every good and perfect gift ; that he would illumi- 
nate your underftanding to perceive the truth \ 
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and incline your heart to embrace it, wherever it 
may be found? If fome of the mod eminent fages of 
Greece thought that they flood in need of divine 
wifdom in matters of importance, you will not 
wonder, that you are urged to feek it from the 
fame fource. 

True Religion is the thing fought for ; and it 
will be allowed that it ought to teach us not only 
what God is, but how hr is to be worfhipped and 
ferved ; in what manner we may be admitted to 
enjoy hhfriendftiip ; and how we may do the 
things which pltafe him. A religion which does 
not give us information on thefe fubjedta, is en- 
tirely inefficient. That a revelation from God is 
necejfary for this purpofe, has been a common fen- 
timent among mankind: let him who would deny 
the neceflity of it, take a view of the condition of 
the world, and of the hiftory of man. What nati- 
on in a ftace of nature, in ancient or modern times, 
civilized or barbarous, has preferved itfelf from 
finking into grofs idolatry? Not an exception can 
be found, unlefs it be among thofe rude tribes^ 
which are fo ftupid that no traces of religion are to 
be difcovered among them. — Wherever idolatry 
reigns, it is an evident proof, that men have Hum- 
bled and fallen at the very threlhoM of the temple; 
and have not advanced fo far as to have a fight of 
the proper objects of worlhip. Ignorance of the 
nature of God has been uniformly attended with 
ignorance of man's duty and condition, and of a 
future ftate of being; and as may naturally be ex- 
pected, with the moft dreadful depravity of man- 
ners, and the prevalence of every vice. — Let the 
defcfiptidn of the ancient heathen world in the 
epiftlc of Paul to the Romans, the i ft chapter from 
the 20th verfe, to the end, be compared with the 
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tnoft authentic documents of the ftate of moral* 
among the pagan nations of antiquity, or thofe 
of modern times; and it will be found that the 
portrait drawn by the apoftle is not overcharged 
in its colours, but is a perfect likenefs of the 
original. 

Were this an abftracft queflion, an anfwer might 
be more difficult, and lefs fatisfa&ory: but it is a 
queflion of fad, and the multitude of idolaters in 
every heathen land proclaims the neceffity of a 
divine revelation. To allege that Socrates and 
Plato by the ftrength of rrafon difcovered many 
noble principles of religious truth, does npt foive 
theobjedion.* The queflion is, not what a few 
perfons of fuperior genius have been able to do; 
but to find a rule of life for the mafs of mankind. 
That tbey have not been able to difcover it for 
themfelves ; or if any have difcovered it, that they 
have not been able to render it fo far of ufe as to 
baniftl idolatry from ali ngle city, (and they had 
hundreds and thoufands of years to do it in), anci- 
ent Greece and Rome, and modern China and 
Hindoft an afford fufficient procf. If then men 
are to be made wife, and good, and happy by the 
Jcnowledge, and worfliip, and fervice of God, a 
divine revelation is abfolutely neceflary. 

That thzpofftbility of a revelation wis ever called 
in queflion, may juftly excite furprife. If men 

* Even Socrates and Plato were idolaters ; tbey 
eonformed, and advifed others to conform, to the reli- 
gion of their country — to grofs idolatry andabfurdfu- 
perftitiw. One of the lafi afts of the former, who is 
accounted the wife ft and left man of f-agan antiquity , 
was to offer a cock to Efu'apius. If the wifeft, and 
the' moft learned were fo blind % what muji the foliji 
and ignorant be? 
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can convey their ideas to each other, cannot God 
convey his to them ? If we can fend a meflage by 
one man to another, or to many; cannot God em- 
ploy men as meffengers in revealing his will to 
men? 

Arguing from the nature of God, there is like- 
wife a p r bjbiliy of a divine revelation: His good- 
nefs and man's felicity unite in its fupport. If re- 
ligion be loft on earth, who can affert it to be im- 
probable, that God will reftore it ? The frequent 
pretentions which have been made to a revelation 
from God, and the reception they have met with, 
fhewthat it is a fentiment congenial to the hu- 
man mind. 

The bufinefs then is to endeavour to find our, 
whether God'^x actually given a revelation of his 
will to man; and (you will perhaps add; among 
various pretenfions, to diftinguilh truth from im- 
pofture. Here is a book which profefles to con- 
; tain what we feek ior ': — but you fay, ,c Let us at- 
tend to the claims of the numerous candidates." 
This, however, is no fuch herculean labour as you 
imagine. The thing fought after is a universal 
rk ligion, or a fyftem which proteffes to be de- 
ligned for the ufe and benefit of the whole human 
race; and no other will anfwer the purpofe, what- 
ever its merits may be. To this honour not one 
of the pagan fyftems, either ancient or modern, 
prefers a claim. They allow that they are only lo- 
cal inftitutions ; and fome of them even refufe to 
admit proftlytes : confequfcntly thefe are all out 
of the queftion, and they cannot be heard. The 
Jewifh religion was intended for the ufe of one 
peoplfc only, and that for a feafon. Ther.ligionof 
Jefus was the firft that ever afferted the claim of 
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univerfality ; nor has its claim been ever formally 
contradicted fince. About fix centuries_after 
Chrift, Mahomet arofe. He did not deny the di- 
vine miflion of Jefus of Nazareth. He fpoke of 
him in high terms of refped: but he faid his fol- 
lowers had corrupted the gofpel; and that he was 
come to reftore religion to its purity by a new re* 
velation from God. Mahomet then is the only 
competitor with Jefus Chrift, and with how poor 
a title to competition will be feen in the fequel. 

It is propofed to confider maturely what the 
gofpel offers in favour of its being a revelation 
from God ; and your ferious attention is required. 
After Mofes and the Prophets had paved the way, 
in t:he appointed time Jefus Chrift appeared ; and 
declared that he was fent from God to be the 
Javiour of Jinners % and the prophet of the human 
race. He called twelve men to be his difciples, 
to learn his do&rine from hit lips, and to be wit- 
neffes of his life and death, of his refurre&ion and 
afcenfion. When he was about to leave the 
earth, he gave them a commiflion to go forth 
unto all the world, to preach the gofpel unto every 
creature, and to convert all nations: and he pro- 
mifed to fend his Spirit to affift them in ihe ar- 
duous work. They obeyed their matter's voice $ 
and every where they proclaimed his gofpel. Their 
zeal wa« great, and their fuccefs ftill greater. 

Hac( the doctrine only floated in the living voice, 
and retted in the memories of men, it would, moft 
probably, have been foon corrupted or forgotten. 
In order to prevent this, and to preferv e it in all 
its purity to the lateftages, it became necefiary 
that it Ihould be committed to writing. With this 
defign his difciples compofed various treatifes, con- 
taining the life of Ckrijl, the hiftory of the planting 
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ef chrifiian\ty % letters to the focieties or churchef 
V)btcb tkey bad formed ', and a prophetical book in the 
form of an anticipated hiftory of the Chriftian re- 
ligion, from the death of Chrift to the end of the 
world. 

Thefe treatifes were carefully colle&ed into one 
volume by the difciples of a fucceedingage: and 
that volume is called The New Testament. The 
witneffes profefs, that it comprifes a full account 
of the Chriftian religion in all its parts; that no- 
thing can be added to it without a crime, by any 
manor body of men; and nothing taktn away. 
They further infift, that the book was wrirten by 
divine infpiration. God, they fay, fo influenced 
their minds and directed their thoughts, that it has 
neither error nor miftake. Every htjtorical fact is re- 
corded as it really was; every doOlrtne it contains, 
is the real dodtrine of Jefus Chrift; every p*e- 
cept is his command ; and every preditlion is from the 
fpiritof Jeho v ah, whofuggefted it to their minds. 
With refpedi to language, while every one followed 
that way of expreffing himfelf which was natural 
to him, and which conftituted his proper ftyle ; 
God fo direfted their pens, that the words they 
made ufe of, were properly fitted to convey the 
meaning of the Holy Spirit in his rtvelarion of ihe 
will of God. 

Along with thefe high prctenfions, the New 
Teflament claims to itfelf the exclave prerogative 
of conducting the children ofmrn vv eternal biefs- 
ednefs. Such as rtfufe its divine authority, it 
charges with the heinous crime of (hunting the 
- door of mercy againft themfdves; and drawing 
down deftruttion upon their own heads. But 
thofe who fubmit to its guidance, itxpromifes to 
• introduce to the friendlhip of God, to the purity 
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and pleafures of thechriftian life, and to eternal 
felicity in a future date.' €€ He that believeth on 
the Son hath everlafting life: but he that believeth 
not the Son (hall not fee life, but the wrath cf God 
abideth on him." John iii. 36. 

Whether thefe claims can be fubftantia-ed or 

• • • 

not, is the point at iflue. The writer believe* 
they can be fubftantiated : he, therefore* entreats 
the ferious attention of every reader. All he aflcs 
is, that every argument may liave that degree of 
weight given to it which it deferves. He will 
be permitted to add, that it is the language of a 
friend, who is^not contending for vi<ftory,norfeek- 
ing to prop up a fyftem of falfehood, becaufe by 
this craft he has his living ; but who writes from a 
difinterefted love to the truth, and from an ardent 
defire 10 promote the happpinefs of hii fellow crea- 
tures. 

Before entering on the fubjed, it may not b? im- 
proper to confider a queftion which has often been 
afked, namely, €t When God gives men a revela- 
tion of his will, what evidence may it be fuppofed 
he will give them of its truth?" That God could 
give fuch a meafure of evidence to each individual, 
that it would be impoffible for him to have a fha-. 
dow of doubt 'upon his mind refpe&ing it, we are 
abfolutely certain : and many may wi(h that it had 
been given. But whether God will give it or not, 
is a matter in which we cannot decide by reafon- 
ings<z pruri : It muft bedeterminedbyfafts. Were 
we to argue from analogy, we fhould fay, it is mod 
probable, that God will give evidence fufficient to 
convince every humble, impartial, and honeft in- 
quirer after truth; yet not fuch a meafure, but that 
proud, worldly-minded, captious, men may find 
matter of cavalling, and rejed it as an impofture. 
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This i« the cafe with refpedt to the works of crea- 
tion and Providence, and various matters of the 
greateft importance: and it is likely to be fo here. 
One advantage refulting hence is, that the New 
Teftament, as the learned Grotius remarks, be- 
comes, Tanquam lapis lydius ad quern bominum in- 
g nia tententur % a touchftone to try the hearts of 
men. By an overpowering evidence this advan- 
tage would be loft. 

It becomes us to decide in like manner as to 
the kind of evidence which we may expert to find. 
Some prefer mathematical demonftration ; others 
call for the fight of miracles : but if any one fay, 
€€ I will not believe, unlefs this fpecks of evi- 
dence be given,** furely nothing can be more un- 
reasonable. All that we have a right to afk is A 
that the evidence be of fuch a kind as the fubjed: 
admits, and as we are able to judge of, and in fuch 
a meafure as to produce convicflicn: but here we 
are to reft. We muft not prefume to dicftate to 
God : He will do what feemeih to him beft j/not 
what pleafe Ji us. The whole of his moral govern- 
ment difplays this principle of condudt ; and in- 
ftrudts us, that while he confults the good of his 
creatjures, he will not gratify their capricious and 
unreafonable wiflies. 

It is likewife highly probable that the evi- 
dence will be different both as to meafure and 
kind, to perfons living in different countries, 
and in different ages. — Here is a fyftem of re- 
ligion which endures for ever, offering itfelf, 
from age to age, to the acceptance of mankind. 
From the very nature of things, the evidence can- 
not be the fame to the man who lived when Jefus 
dwelt on earth, and to him who isjnow invited to 
embrace the gofpeH If, as is afferted, chriftianity 

D 
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Was ufhered in by miracles, the former few them 
'performed; the latter receives them as a matter of 
teflimony. There were predidions uttered at that 
time; the former gave credit to them on the 
ftrengih of the miracles which he faw the prophet 
work : they are believeJ by the latter, on the fatis- 
fadtory prcof arifing from their full accomplifh- 
ment. There will be a difference too, as to the 
degree of the evidence from the capacities and dif- 
pofitions of men; for it will be fulleft to the 
ir.oft enlarged minds, and to the moll holy hearts. 
This difference cannot poffibly be prevented, but 
by a conftant miracle extending in its opera-* 
tion to every individual. Not to mention that 
this would go far to annihilate the very exift- 
ence of miracles; if we look at the ordinary courfe 
of God's nigral government, we (hall fee, that 
we have no reafon to expedt any fuch thing; and 
that it is dire&'y contrary to his difpenfat'.ons to- 
wards the children of men. All that we have any 
right to expert or afk is, a fufficient degree of evi- 
dence to produce conviction in an upright heart: 
and here we (hall not be difappointed ; for there is 
enough for all, except thofe who continue under 
the influence of prejudice and unhallowed paflions. 
Let it not be conceived, for it cannot be faid 
with any pretence to truth; that there is but fcanty 
evidence of the divine authority of the New Tefta- 
rnent. Men give credit to things on which their 
greateft wordly intcrefts depend, on far leis evi- 
dence than this book can produce in its fupport. 
Indeed, if the evidence be maturely weighed, it 
will be found to be ample, and of var'ous kinds 
which ftrengthen and fuppoit each other, fuited to 
the nature of the fubjedt, 2nd fufficient to give 
the fulleft fatisfaftion to every candid and krious 
inquirer. 
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CHAPTER 7. 

OF THE EVIDENCE FOR THE DIVINE AUTHORITY 
OF THE NEW JESrAMENT, ARISING FROM THE 
PRINCIPLES WHICH IT CONTAINS. 

To fpeak of the evidences of chriftianity, to thofe 
who are ignorant of the nature of chriftianity, isaU 
mofthopelefs labour; for they can but very imper- 
fed: ly difcern their force. Let us fuppofe a man to 
have been borivin one of the houfes of Hercula- 
neurn, and to have dwelt in his fubterraneous man- 
sion to the years of maturity. You wifti to convince 
him, that there is a God ; and you put into his hand, 
tf Ray's wifdom of God in the Creation." I will 
not fay that the book is in fuch a fituation entire- 
ly deftitute of weight; but I will propofe another 
plan. Firft, bring him forth; and place him near 
'the fummit of Vefuvius, when all is ftill : let him 
behold the fun ftiining in majefty ; and take a view 
of the furrounding country, and of the neighbour- 
ing ocean. Detain him till the day clofes, and the 
ftars befpangle the firmament; and till the moon 
afterwards arifes in her brightnefs, and makes them 
difappear. With the morning lighr carry him 
down to the vineyards, and let him walk through 
the fields of corn, and feaft his eyes with the varied 
fcenes of nature. Put the book into his hands; 
now. Will not the arguments appear with more 
than tenfold force? Proceed in like manner re- 
fpedling chriftianity ; for many weighty arguments 
in its favour rife out of the New Teftament, as 
thofe for the being of a God rife out of the works 
of creation. 

To the New Teftament, every one who would 
know what the Chriftian religion is> and who 
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Would inquire after truth with any hope of fuccefs, 
is earneftly intrcated to refort. The particulars 
here detailed will enable you to form fome idea 
of the leadingprinciples of the gofpel ; and, at the 
fame time, will be fufficient to convince you, that 
the New *Teftam>nt is no common bcok. Some, es- 
pecially of late, have endeavoured to reprefent it* 
and too many, without reading, have been ,ii duced 
to believe it to be a weak, ridicuious compilation. 
But perufe the following fed ions; ana 1 have no 
doubt, but every impartial mind will be obliged to 
confefs, that the New Teftament is the moft ex- 
traordinary performance which the world has ever 
feen. 

SECTION I. 



The Cbarafter of God as delineated in the New Tes- 
tament. 

Consistency is a quality which it is not eafy for 
a writer to fupport, in the pcrfons introduced into 
his book. The higher the charader, the more 
difficult is it to keep up the dignity which belongs 
to it. When God is introduced, the difficulty 
rifes to its higheft pitch. Man may fpeak of man 
as to the general principles cf his nature, with to- 
lerable accuracy; but for man to fpeak of God, 
and to reprefent him in his nature and govern- 
ment, in fuch a manner that nothing (hall fall be- 
neath the dignity of a being infinitely perfed, i$ 
an arduous talk indeed. But the writers of the 
New Teftdment undertake it. Their volume may 
be called the book of God. He is introduced at 
the very beginning ; and he continues in our fight 
to the end. He appears in every page, nay aU 
moil in every fentence. There i,s a defcription of 
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his Various attributes; and we fee him always 
clothed with power, wifdom, fandtity, redtitude, 
and gbodnefs. He is held up to view as the crest- 
tor and governor of the univerfe; and as the fa- 
viourcffinfui men. Hefpeaks; he adts: we are told 
what he has faid; and what he has done. His ex- 
traordinary interpoiition for the redemption of the 
human race, is delineated at full length; and we 
are inftrudted what he will do, till the end of the 
world, and through all eternity. 

I fit down and inquire how the men of Galilee 
fucceed in their hazardous attempt. To my afto- 
nifhnunt I find nothing which it is beneath Godtd 
fay or do. Some things are above my comprehen- 
fion; and I do not wonderj for he is God and not 
man. But there is nothing level to my capacity, 
concerning which I can fay, cr It is unbecoming 
God to have fpoken or adted thus." On the con- 
trary, every thing appears worthy of God. His 
plans, fo far as I can underftand them, are infinite- 
ly excellent. He is ever purfuing the general 
welfare in the higheft degree; he' is bringing good 
out of evil; and adtually advancing the happinefs 
of all who love and ferve hiim Did it not lead me 
into too large a field, I would extend the descrip- 
tion to the Old Teftament, the firft volume of 
this book. 

I am at no lofs to account for this, becaufe I be- 
lieve the writers of the New Teftament were in- 
fpired. But how will you, who rejedt chriftianity, 
account for it? Whence did thefe illiterate men 
acquire fo juft and exalted ideas of the Supreme 
Being? 

But the argument is not prefented in all its ex- 
tend «f evidence, till we compare the New Tefla- 
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ment with the writings of other men. The com- 
pofitions of the poets of Greece and Rome have 
been celebrated throughout the world. You ad- 
mire them. Ltt us take a view of the deities 
which thefe men, the theologians of the ancient 
pagans, have defcribed. — But their lufts, theirquar- 
rels, their revenge, their temper, and their con- 
duit, are fodifgufting, that the mind cannot bear 
to inftitute a companfoji. How high do the Phi- 
lofophers of the fame countries ftand in the an- 
nals of fame! But when we hear fome of them de- 
ny that there is a God, and fee others excluding 
him from the government of the world ; and among 
the beft of thefe fages, for one juft fentiment of 
God, ten that are abfurd: — if we find more decent 
company, it is but little more inftrudtive. Equal- 
ly needlefs is it to flop with the votaries of Brah- 
ma and Buddha in the eaft : they difcover a fimi- 
lartafte, and prefent us with fimilar defcriptions 
of the objedt of their worflup. Mahomet, it 
has been remarked, is a peculiar favourite with 
the oppofers of chriftianity. Let us attend to 
his reprefentation of God: only be it remem- 
bered that he had the Old and New Teftament 
to copy from; but he could not copy. His fea- 
tures of deity are harfh and forbidding. Some cf 
the divine perfections are left out: his God is im- 
perfedt. The men of Judea and Galilee alone 
could delineate the character of God. They have 
done it fo well, that in the moft polifhed countries 
at the prefent time, none can fay, cc You have for- 
gotten an attribute: we can improve the defcrip- 
tion."— Were they not taught of God? 
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Tbe Ckarafier of Jefus Cbrift. 

W^re there nothing tlfe to diftinguifh the New 
Teftament from other books, this alone would efta- 
blifh its fuperiority. That it is a real cbaratter 
which is drawn, and not afidlion, is evident from 
the very reprefentation. No human mind would 
ever have conceived fuch a one. We find nothing 
like it in any ancient writings: Plato and Aris- 
totle had no fuch conceptions. Such a birth, 
fuch a life, fuch a death, lie beyond the bounds of 
human invention ; for human invention is limited 
and regulated by human paffions and purfuits. 
There is a peculiar fymmetry of features, a certain 
original and appropriate caft of countenance, which 
proves the portrait to be drawn from a real perfon ; 
and not to be a fancy piece, which fprang out of 
the imagination of the painter. This is eminently 
the cafe in the life of (Thrift. The difcerning rea- 
der will perceive it to be no romance, no effort of 
genius, to pourtray a remarkable chara&er which 
never had exiftence; but a real perfonage who 
lived on earth, and did, and fuffercd, and ipoke, and 
a'ded, what is related of him. If in ;ny inftance 
human fagacity can difcriminate between real life 
and fidtion, it is here; for a thoufandcircumftances 
are adduced, which furnifh the fulleft opportuni- 
ties of diftinguifhing the one from the other. 
The heated imagination of a writer may fancy that 
his hero a&s naturally and according to character 
in the various fituations in which he places him; 
and thofe likewife with whom he has intercourfe. 
But one reader, more converfant with a peculiar 
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walk in life, fees one thing to be unnatural, and 
another, another; and thus the romance is difco- 
vered. But in the life of (Thrift no fuch unfuita- 
blenefs appears ; all is in its proper place. Were 
the men of Galilee fuch proficients irt deception? 
No. The conclufion is obvious: They write a 
true hiftory. 

The perfection of (Thrift's character is arother 
confideration which ftamps a peculiar excellence 
on the New Teftament. A representation is given 
of one entirely free from every error and every fin, 
—of one who is perfectly wife and perfectly good. 
This chara&er is not pourtrayed in a few brilliant 
paflages at the end of thegofpels: it rifes out of the 
whole of the hiftory of his life and death. Jefus 
is prefented in many, and in different fituations. 
He is introduced fpeaking on an infinite va- 
riety of fubjecfte; he converfes familiarly with 
his friends; he difcourfes to the multitude; he 
replies to the cavils of h's enemus. He is 
difplayed both in adtive employments and in 
fufferings: but not one word is contrary to 
the dictates of wifdom; not one a&ion con- 
trary to the rules of redtitude. He is often 
thrown into the moft trying circumftances: and 
fuddenand enfnaring queftions are frequently put 
to him: but his confummate prudence Ihines forth 
in his anfwers, and in his conducfl ; and none 
can accufe him of folly crof fin. In his mod 
bitter fufferings, from the hands of his Father, and 
of the Jews, there is neither murmuring againft 
God, nor hatred and revenge, nor reeling of man* 
—But he does not reft in negative virtue: he is all 
refignation to the will of God. His treatment of 
Judas, when betrayed, and about to be delivered 
up; his behaviour before Pilate; his words to the 
daughters of Jerufalem, when they wept at his 



f 17 ) 

fuffcrjngs; and his prayer on the crofs for his ene* 
mies, all manifeft the higheft and pureft efforts 
ofgoodnefs. Npt one evil paflion (hews itfelf 
in the flighted degree; even in an unbecoming 
word. No ignorance, no error, no imprudence ; 
all is truth, ^nd all is wifdom. Enthufiafm anc| 
fuperftirion have no place in this wondrous per- 
fonage. There is from firfl to laft a full difplay 
of perfedt redtitude and perfedt goodnefs. 

In perfons of remarkable activity, who are con- 
ftantly engaged in one duty or another, and who 
are thereby thrown into fituationsof difficulty and 
temptation, how hard is it to keep free from blame! 
Something is haffily faid ; fomething is unwifely 
done ; a reproof is given without due confideration ; 
a reply is too bittter. Into the few years of the 
miniftry of Chrift is comprefled a greater portion 
of good works, and adtive fervices, than can be 
found in the protradted life of the man who die? at 
threefcore years and ten ; and who has ferved God 
from his youth. But no imperfection is to be 
found : " Which of you/* faid he, to his bittereft 
enemies, and he fays it to you, Deift, " which of 
you convidteth me of fin?" Examine the life of 
Jefus fully and maturely. It i§ written by four 
men: and I venture to fay with confidence, you 
will find nothing which can detradt from the per* 
fedtion of his character. No other book furnilhes 
a like inftance. — A few pages of panegyric may be 
written without a fault. A life of tranquil inacti- 
vity it may be poflible to reprefent without many 
prominent blcmifhes: buc a life of fo much buiinefs 
as the New Teftament exhibits in Jefus Chrift, 
does not exift: and it increafes a thoufand fold the 
difficulty of drawing a perfedl character. Yet 
they fucceed. No men of ancient or modern times 
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can furnifh fuch an example. Take a view of the 
writers, their education, their manner of life, their 
focial intercburfe and relations; and you may juftly 
exclaim with aftonifhment : <€ How w re thefe 
men alone able to do what all others, in ancient 
or modern times, who attempted it, have attempt- 
ed in vain!" I can think of no other anfwer but 
this; — ,c They were taught of God/' 

But there is fomething ftill remaining to be 
mentioned in the charadter ofChrift, which is e- 
qually, if not more extraordinary. While the E- 
vangelifts uniformly reprefent him as a partaker 
of human nature, they alfo fpeak of him as being 
mo e than man: for he is not only called the Son of 
Man, but, the Son of God. Here then is an additi- 
onal difficulty in delineating the character of Jefus. 
There muft be added, to the perfection of a man, 
the elevation becoming cc the Word, who was in 
the beginning with God, and who was God, by 
whom all things were made:" nor do we fearch 
for it in vain. Along with themoft amiable con- 
defceniion that ever adorned human nature, there 
is united a uniform dignity of fentiment and 
conduft becoming his exalted rank, as the Son 
of God. Jefus fpeak s with authority: hepromifes 
with a confeioufnefs of his power ; he confers 
bleffings as one who has a right to beftow. In 
every thing, and place, and time, he preferves, 
without the remoteft refemblance of pride or affum- 
irig arrogance ; the tone of a mafter, and the dig- 
nified deportment of one who c< came down from 
heaven to give li e unto the world ; and who was 
the only begotten cf the Father, full of grace 
and truth." 

There is another thing refp€<5Hng Jefus Chrift 
which deferves to be thrown into the balance; and 
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it is by no means deftitute of weight: namely, that 
the Evangelifts do not prefent afofufar charafter. 
There is nothing of the air of an impoftor in it ; it 
was not calculated to gain the approbation of the 
Jews. They expedtcd a Mefliah who would lead 
them on to victory, who would fubdue all their 
foes, and who would exalt them to worldy dignities. 
Their hopes of thefe things were high and warm, 
and of long continuance: They had drunk them 
in with their mother's milk : they had received 
them by tradition from their fathers. Thofe 
who wiftied to impofe on them and gain their 
favour, flattered their prejudices, and pro- 
mifed them worldly greatnefs. Thus did the 
falfe Mefliahs adt. We fee them at the head 
of armies, endeavouring to gain glory to the 
Jewifh nation, by the edge of the fword. But Je- 
fus of Nazareth comes in a way which was alto- 
gether unexpected ; in a way which dafhed all their 
hopes, and robbed their minds of thofe golden 
dreams which had fo long delighted them. In 
fhort, it was a total difappointment in 3. matter 
which was the (beet-anchor of their hopes, and 
which occupied their whole fouls. But there is 
even more than a difappointment: Jefus enjoins an 
oppofite temper, on the fubje#s of his kingdom; 
and he enforces it by his own example. Inflead 
of cherifhing their fond expectations, that he would 
eredt his ftandard, and lead them forth to victory 
and glory, he fpeaks cc of the Son of Man being 
€€ betrayed into the hands of finners, who would 
fr fcourge him, and fpit upon him, and put him to 
€€ death." Nay, more, inftead of encouraging 
their ideas of fuperiority to the Gentiles, he utters 
various parables to convey the unwelcome, becaufe 
humbling idea, that the Gentiles were to bj admit- 



ted to a participation of the fame privileges witft 
the Jews ; and that men of all nations, who received 
the gofpel, were to be melted down into one holy 
brotherhood. Is thistle condudt of an impoftor? 
Can either the perfon defcribed, or the writers, ex- 
cite fufpicions of an intention to deceive?* 
** ■ ■ ■ i ...I... 1. 1 ii ■ — — »^ 

* Infiead of foliating permifficn , I fball be entitled t$ 4 
thanks for inferring here the no lefs juft than eloquent f 
the inimitable defcriptich of the character of Cbrifl, 
drawn by the hand of a mafier. 

u I will cenfefs to you that the majefty of the fcrip-, 
turesjlrikisine with admiration, as the purity of the 
gofpelhatb its influence en my heart. Perufe the works 
if our PhilofophetSi with all their pomp of diflion.: how 
mean, how contemptible are they, compared with the 
jcripture ! Is it poffible that a book, at once fo fimple 
and fublime, fhould be merely the work of man ? Is 
it poffible that the j acred perfonage y wbofe biflory it con- 
tains, Jhould be himfdf a mere man ? Do we find that ht 
ajfumed the tone of an enthufia/1 or ambitious fcfiary? 
what fweetnefs, what purity in his manners ! What an 
affs Sling gracefulhffs in his delivery I IVbat fublimityin 
his maxims I What profound wifdom in his difecurfes ! 
What pre fence of mind in his replies I How great the 
command over his paffions ! Where is the man, where 
the Philofopher, who could fo live and fo die, without 
weaknefs, and without oflentation ? — When Plato de+ 
Jcribed his imaginary good man with all the Jbame of 
guilt, yet meriting the bigbefl rewards of virtue, be 
defcribes exa5lly the character of Jefus Cbrifl : the re+ 
ftmblance was fo Jlriking that ail the Cbriftianfa* 
tbers perceived it. 

" What prepoJJef/son i what blindnefs mufl it be to com- 
pare (Socrates) the f on of Sophronicus to (jfefus) the 
Son of Mary / What an infinite difproportion is there 
between them ! iocrata, dying without pain or ignominy. 
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The manner in which the difciples narrate th^ 
life of Chrift, is likewife uncommon and worthy 
rf peculiar notice. There is fcmething here per T 
fcdtly unique: the whole ccjmpafs of human litera. 

eafly fupforted his ekarafjer to the lafi / and if his 
death, however eafy bad not crowned his life, it might 
have been doubted whether Socrates, with all his 
wifdom^ was any thing more than a vain fophift. He 
invented^ it is /aid) the theory of morals. Other s 9 
b.wever, had before put them in piaStice / be had only 
to fay^ therefore, what they had done, and to reduce their 
examples to precept. — hut where cou'd Jefus learn a- 
mong his competitors, that pure and fublime morality ? 
cf which he only hath given us both precept and exam- 
ple? — Tie death cf Socrates, peaceably phiiofophi zing 
with his friends, appears the moft agreeable that could 
be wifbed for ; that of Jefus, expiring in the midjl of 
agonizing fains, abufed, infulted, and accufed by a 
whole nation* is the mojl horrible that could be feared. 
Socrates, in recieving the cup of poison, bleffed the 
weeping executioner who adminijlered it; but Jefus, in 
the midft of excruciating tortures, prayed for his merci- 
less tormentors. Tes ! if the life and death of Socrates 
were thofe of a fage, the life and death of Jefus were 
tbofe of a God. ^i all we fuppoje the evangelic hijlory 
a mere fiBhnf Indeed, my friend, it bears not the marks 
of fillion ; on the contrary, the hijlory of Socrates , 
which nobody prefumes to doubt, is not fo well attefled 
as that of Jefus Cbrift. Such a fuppefition, in faff $ 
only fbifts the difficulty > without obviating it ; it is more 
inconceivable, that a number of perfons fhould agree to 
write fucb a hijlory, than that one only fhould furrAfh 
the fubjeft of it. The Jewifb authors were incapable 
of the diflion, and Jlr angers to the morality contained in 
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.ture furnifhes nothing fimilar* That the men who 
wrote the gofpels loved their matter, is too plain 
to be denied Their renunciation of every wordly 
advantage and profped, their entire devotednefs to 
his caufe, their multiplied and bitter fufferings 
for his fake, all difplay both the fincerity and fer- 
vour of their love. — In what raptures will they de- 
fcribe his life and death ! But on examination we 
find no fuch thing. The writers of the epiftles 
fpeak in ecftacy of his excellence and love: The 
prophets do fo too. Ifaiah, efpecially, has all the 
impaflioned expreflions of a deeply affe&ed 
fpedtatwof his crucifixion. But the evangelifts 
are perfect calmnefs: human fervour will call it 
indifference. There is no attempt to move the 
paffions of their readers: they mix not their own 
feelings with what they narrate. There is not a 
fingle commendation of Chrift, in the form of a 
panegyric, through the whole of the gofpels. 
They defcribe his miracles and wondrous works 
withcut praife; and in a tranquillity of manner 
which feems at firft fight unaccountable. There is 
riot the moft diftant attempt to magnify them, 
and excite admiration. Nay, when they defcribe 
his fufferings and death* and the cruelty of the 
Jews, they do not give way to «p a ffi° n and grief: 

the go/pel, the marks of whofe truth are fo flriking and 
inimitable, that the inventor would be a more aflonifhing 
char after than the hero." 

What a mind I to conceive ideas fo beautiful and. 

Jo juft ! The divinity of the New Teftament is difplay ed 
as with a fun beam! But what a heart! to refifl the 

force of all this evidence, to blind fo fine an under/land- 
ing, and to be able to fubjoin — " J cannot believe the 
Gofpel!" — Rouffeau. 
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there is no inve<5Hve againft his enemies ; no pity 
exprefled for the fufferer ; no acrimony againft 
Judas, 01 the chief priefts. They relate all as if 
they had no concern in the matter. — When Xeno- 
phon difcribes the death of Socrates, we obferve 
nature expreffing her feelings in fympathy with the 
fufferer, in commendation of his virtues, and in 
crimination of his enemies. Why do we not meet 
with the fame thing in the biographers of Jefus ? 
This is the more remarkable, as they were not men 
who had been taught to difguife their feelings. — 
They muft certainly have been under a fuperior 
guidance. 

SECTION III. 



The Delineation of Human Nature. 

This is a fubjedt concerning which we may in a 
revelation from God, expedt to receive particular 
information; nor {hall we be difappointed. The 
heart of man has been the ftudy of the mod eminent 
Philofophers : and to explore the fprings of a&ion, 
and trace its operations, has been deemed one of the 
moft ufeful employments. But where {hall we find 
fo juft and fo full a view of human nature as in the 
New Teftament ? The heart is anatomized ; and 
every part, to its inmoft recefles, is prefented before 
our eyes. The various diforders in the underftand- 
ing, the will, and the affedions, which conftitute 
human d?j>ravtty, are accurately delineated. The 
numerous deceptions to which men are liable, both 
from the workings of their own hearts, and likewife 
from the operation of external caufes are here un- 
maflked. The principles which influence the con- 
duct of men are defcribed both in a dida&ic, and 
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hiftorical way : and by looking into our own breafts, 
;ve perceive the description to be juft. The ac- 
count given ofwhatpaffes in the hearts of wicked 
men is fo accurate, that when their motives of ac- 
tion, their reftraints, their fears, their remorfe, their 
deiires, and their purfuirs, have been delineated 
from the New Teftament, they were ready to con- 
sider themielves as pointed at by the preacher. 
Good men are defcribed in it ; their difpofitions, 
their aims, their temptations, their difficulties, 
their hopes, their diftreffes, their confolations ; 
and all with fuch perfect exactness, that they arc 
fcnfible the book could be written by the fearcher 
of hearts alone. It enters likewife into every 
ivalk of relative life; it fets before us, the rich and 
the poor, the young and the old, man in profper- 
ity and in adverfity, in life and at death; and 
gives a well-drawn picture of each. 

In addition to thefe, while this wonderful book 
teprefents the diftreffes, the guilty fears, and the 
wants of men, it unveils the gofpel, as the grand 
temedy, which divine wifdom and mercy have pro- 
vided. It defcribes the effedt which the gofpel 
has upon the heart, in delivering it from thefe e- 
vils, and in producing faith, fan&ity, and happi- 
nels. A great variety of different tempers and fi- 
tuations of the heart is exhibited; and the influ- 
ence of the gofpel in them clearly fhewn. The 
chriftian feels from experience, and remarks from 
obfervation, that the defcription is perfectly and 
entirely juft: and he finds here an argument for 
the divine authority of the book, which he cannot 

refift. 

When I fit down, and reafon on the matter, 
I am filled with admiration and aftonifhment. 
The writers of this book were moft of them fifher^ 
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men of Galilee: and all the earlier part of that* 
days was fpent in following their laborious employ- 
ments, — not in the ftudy of human nature. But 
they all fhew the fame accurate knowledge of man; 
and their fyftem is the fame. — This remark might 
very properly be extended to the Old Teftrment* 
Beiides, they were Jews, feparifted from the reft 
of mankind, and but little acquainted with them j 
but they defcribe men of all nations, and 'of all 
ages. The book fuits us juft as well as it did thofe 
who lived in their own days. For profoundnefs of 
remark, for juftnefs of defcription, for extent of 
view, none of the writings of the ancient Philo- 
sophers are to be compared to this volume. But 
whence comes the fuperiority of thefe unlettered 
men ? Let the Deift account for it, if he can. 

SECTION IV. 

The DoRrinc of a Mediator^ and Redemption 

through him* 

That man (hould love God with all his heart, and 
his neighbour as himfelf, is not the language of re- 
ligion only; it is likewife the dictate of reafom 
But alas! neither reafon nor religion have had Suf- 
ficient influence to produce this effedh Man has 
offended God, and guilt expofes him topunifhment| 
for the holinefs of God mud hate (in, and his juf- 
ticelead him to teftify in his condudlthe difpleas- 
ure which his heart feels. That man is alfo a de- 
praved creature, and manifefts that depravity in 
his fentiments and difpofition, the whole hiftory 
of the human kind fumifhes. abundant prpof. If 
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the annals of the different nations of the earth do 
not pourtray the tempers and adtions of a race of 
dreadfully depraved creatures, there is no fuch 
thing in nature as an argument. The tendency of 
guilt and depravity is as naturally and certainly to 
mifery, as ofa ftone to fall downwards. 

In what way guilty and depraved creatures can be 
delivered from wickednefs and punifhment, and 
reftored to goodnfcfs and felicity, is one of the mod 
difficult, as it is one of the moft important queftj- 
ons, which can employ rhe mind. " God is juftly 
difpleafed: how fliall he be reconciled? Guilt 
makes man afraid of God: how (hall the caiife of 
fear be removed? Depravity mak^s man averfe to 
intercourfe with God: how fhall his fentiments 
and difpofition be changed?" Thefe are all diffi- 
culties which natural religion cannot refolve; and 
concerning which reafon is utterly iilcnt. 

Repentance and reformation have been confidered 
by many as fully fufficient .to banilh all thefe evils ; 
but they have no countenance for their opinion 
from the courfe of God's moral government. A 
debauchee repents bitterly and fincerely of his vici- 
ous exceffes ; but repentance does net heal his 
difeafed body: "he is madetopoflefs the fins of his 
"youth;" andthef tal effeds of his vices bring him 
to an tarly grave. The game ft er repents of his folly, 
and reforms hiscondu<5l; but his penitence and 
reformation do not procure the reftoration of his 
loft eftate : and he Jpends his remaining years in 
poverty and want. By imitating, men teftify their/ 
approbation of the divine conduct, in their ideas 
of diftributive juftice. The murderer is feized, 
and led to the tribunal of the judge. He profefles 
to be penitent, and there is no reafon to queftion 
his fincerity. But do any think that his repen- 
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tancc fhould arreft the aim of the righteous law > 
He is condemned, and fuflers death. If then the 
fentiments of men, confirming the conduit of God, 
proclaim the infufficiency of repentance to atcne 
for iniquity, no rational hope can be entertained 
of its efficacy. We mifl look to another quarter: 
but \i here ft all we lcok ? 

. An extraordinary interposition of the Supreme 
Being appears neceflary: and a revelation of his 
wilt to give us information on the fubjed:. 
Though it would be preempt on in us to name 
every thing that a revelation will contain, we nmy 
fay wi h confidence, it will be full and explic.r as 
to the parden of fin, and the method of a finner's 
reconciliation with God. Thefe are indifpehfibly 
requifite. The New Teftament does rot difap- 
point our wifhes nor our hopes: it enters fulfy in- 
to all thefe difficulties, and propofes a remedy (of 
everyevil which we feel. The dotirinetf a Media- 
tor ', andrtdemfttin through him, prefentsitfelf to our 
eyes in every page j and forms the very core of 
the chriftian religion. 

The Mediator is Jesus Christ. The dignity" 
of hfs/Hr/jw, the apoftles are at a lofs for words to 
defctibe: <c He is the brightn'efs of the Father's • 
glory, and the exprefs image of his perfon. Heb* 
L 3. "He was in the form of God, and thought 
it not robbery to ^be equal with God." Phil. ii. 6. 
" But becaufe the children were partakers of fleftx 
and blood, he.himfelf alfo took pirt of the fame." 
Heb. ii. 14. His office isd.fcribed in all its parts. 
He appears as a Prophet, Prieft, and King: and 
we are taught, that on account of the obedience unto 
death of the. Mediator, who now in Heaven mak- 
eth interceflion for us, God may be juft, and The 
juftifier of him that believeth in Jefus : that through 
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faith in his name, pardon of fin, reconciliation 
with God, and the enjoyment of his friendship, 
may be obtained; and that in confequence of the 
appearance of Jefus Chrift, and of his mediatorial 
ads, the Holy Spirit is fent down to earth, to re- 
move human depravity; and by enlightening the 
minds and fandifying the fouls of men, to 
make them meet for that ftate of perfed and eter- 
nal bleflednefs which is promifed in the gofpel. 
As the whole of the dodrine of a Mediator is 
matter of pure revelation, it is far more difficult 
for us to pafs a judgement concerning the neceflity, 
wifdom, and fitnefs of the whole, or of fome of its 
parts, than in the principles of natural religion- 
Various points on which the dodrine depends, and 
with which it is conneded, as for example, cf the 
€C eviland the eflfeds of fin; the injury it does in 
V the univerfe; what is neceffary in order to for- 
u givenefs, confidently with the holinefs and rec- 
cr titude of the divine nature, and the honour of 
ff the divine government; and the example or 
c< warning necefiary to be given to all intelligent 
* € beings," — -Thefe are things in which God alone 
is competent to judge* No man is qualified to 
decide on thefe high themes, further than God di- 
reds him by the light of revelation. In various 
parts and bearings, the dodrine is above our com- 
prehenfion; but in none is it contrary to our 
reafon. Tbis would involve in it certain condemn- 
ation, but that does not. Though in many par- 
ticulars, we cannot underftand how it is brought 
about, yet we clearly perceive that according to 
the New Teftament, many of the important defigns 
of the Supreme Ruler are accomplished by it. If 
the means are extraordinary, fo is the end : and if 
the Mediator is a great and glorious perfon, his 
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, interpofitipn brine's about the highrft, the mod 
benevolent, extenfive, and lading effe&s, in the go- 
vernment of t!*e univerfe. There may be otner 
ends anftvered by it, of which we are ignorant; 
fome, perhaps, with which man h s as yet no im- 
mediate concern; and others of which we cannot 
fee the reafon in a prefent ftate, and which it was 
therefore unneceffary for God to nuke known tQ 
us now. 

It mud be allowed to be in favour o c this doc- 
trine, that it is agreeable to the analogy both of the 
natural and the moral world. In how many in- 
ftances, is one perfon made the inftrument of good 
to another: and benefits which w r e could not ac- 
quire for ourfelves, are acquired for us, and bellow- 
ed on us by the interpofition of others. If, there- 
fore, the book which contains fuch a do6tr ne, have 
fufficient evidence, that it is from God, this can be 
no folid argument againft ir. 

It is worthy of particular remark, that the doc- 
trine ol a Mediator gives a peculiar ity to the go fpel, 
which diftinguifhes it from every fyftem originat- 
ing in man. The ancient pagan religions, as re- 
taining fome traces of the original revelation, had 
a faint fhadow of it. ' The Jewifti difpenfation held 
it up continually to. view; and its extenfive ritual 
was little elfe than a multiform type of a Mediator 
and redemption through him, in various parts and 
effedb. But when men wlftied to frame a fyftem 
for thtmfelves, by mending an old religion, or in- 
venting a new one/ they could not perceive the 
neceflhy and utility of the dodlrine. Mahomet's 
understanding could not reach fo high : and one of 
the things which he left untouched in the New 
Teftamentj while he purloined from other parts of 



( 3* 1 

ft, WaS redemption -hy a Mediator. How ill the tenetf 
ivhich he put in its place, are adapted t > bear the 
weight laid upon them, eve y enlightened reader 
of the Koran will eafily difcern. The want renders 
the Mahometan a gloomy fyftem, void ot the cheer* 
fui light of the gofpel ; as it muft leave the anxiouj 
mind of the devout muflulman alwnys in doubt* 
whether his quantity of penitence, ot prayers, of 
fading, of alms-deeds, and of pilgrimage, be fuffi 7 
cient to cancel hi* guilt and open to him the gates . 
of paradifc. The ancient Philofo^hers, many of 
whom wilhed to hax c the credit of a new fyftem of 
religion, do not appear to have difcovered the ne- 
ceflity of a Mediator. Nor have the modern De.fts, 
though their natural religion be ftolen from the 
New Teftament, felt the need of redemption, or 
transferred any part of it into their writings. 
That man's fins muft be pardoned, and that he 
muft be reconciled to God, and made good, before 
he can be happy, the moft rational Deifts grant* 
But the means of accofnplifhing thefe in a way 
honourable to God, and fafe to men ; in a way that 
furniflies powerful encouragement, and lays a firm 
foundation for lively hope, they have left out; be* 
C.ufe they have left out a Mediator. Will not 
diftra&ing uncertainties, end perpkxing doubts 
and fears be the cert. in conference, with every 
ferious man of that perfuafion? 

Whence had the Apoftles their knowledge ? 
They have given us a full view of human nature* 
and have expofed in the cleareft light the depravu 
ty, guilt, and mifery of man. They have, at the 
fame time, pointed out a method of deliverance 
from all thefe evils. Their fyftem is wonderfully 
ingenious: it is original: it is adapted to th<s 
condition of human nature: it is a remedy 
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perfect and cotnplete. They fay, they had all 
their knowledge of religion from Jefus (Thrift. 
But whence did J fus Chrift derive it? Thofe 
yrho deny his divine million, will find it dif- 
ficult to account for his knowl dge. There is 
fomething in hi fc eme unfpeakablv fuperior 
tQ every other. It takes in the rights of Goc^ 
33 well as the neceflities of man; ar.d renders 
God gl rious in all his perfe&ions, as well is man 
completely happy. Who befides, in ancient or 
modern times ever cpnceived fo vaft an idea? But 
Jefus had no literary education. Perhaps the Old 
Teftament was the only book he ever read. He 
never affeciated with the Philofophers: his com- 
panions were not the chief priefts, and elder , and 
fcribes.— Let the Deift (it doun and aflign a fat»s- 
fa<£tory reafon for the vaft fu; eriority of thegofpel. 
The chriftian is free from difficulty; for he r ads 
in the facred page, and he believes that cc Jdus 
€t Chrift is the only begotten Son, who was in the 
cc bofom of the Father, and hath declared him 
** unto us/' Jo^n i. 1 8, 

SECTION V. 



, » 



The rno^al Precepts of the Gcfpel. 

Bv thofe who have been accuftomed from their 

childhood to the reading of the New Teftament, 

• 

fo that every part of it is familiar to their minds, 
it isfcarcely pofllble to form an idea of the diffi- 
culty of afcertaining the various relations among 
mankind wit/i fuch precifion, as to delineate ex- 
actly what is due to each. The writings of the 
evangelifts and apoftles havelhed fo clear a light 
0.. the fubject, that fome are apt to confider tae 
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knowledge of relative duties, (which all the inha- 
bitants of chriftendom have through various chan- 
nel, derived from this fource) as originating in the 
reflections of their own minds, and as the fpdntaneous 
growth of the human heart, without labour and with- 
out cultivation. But rtad the infiituies of Menu, or 
pv rufe the books of the ancient fages of pagan an-' 
tiquity in the weft; and the fallacy will foon be 
detected. That feme things there, are good and 
Well faid, muft be obvious to all. But how de- 
fective are they in many points, how unjuft in 
others, how fuperftitious in more ! Some duties 
are misftated; fome are mutilated; fome ar^ entire- 
ly omitted; and many things are ftrenuoufly en- 
joined as duties, which are not. Their code of 
morals, even in what is due from man to man, 
wants many leaves. As to the moft important part 
of the fyftem, namely, man's obligation to (tod, 
and the duties refulting thence, there is a ftili 
more dreadful deficiency. Inftead of moral du- 
ties, we find little elfe but a hideous mafs of fu- 
perftitious rites, and unmeaning ceremonies. 

In the New Teftament there is a perfedt fyftem 
of moral precepts. What is due from man to him- 
felf, is delineated without defed:, and without re- 
dundancy. What he owes to his fellow creatures 
in all their different relations, is clearly defined, 
and authoritatively enjoined. None can lay, <f It 
cc is unjuft to require me to aft thus to my father* 
cc to my mafter, to my fervant, to my child/* 
Man's duty to God, (a firbjeft ftili more difficult, 
and where heathens failed the moft J is Lid down 
with equal clearnefs, and equal fulnefs. Nothing 
c. n be conceived to be a duty, which is not here 
enjoined; nor any thing enjoined as a duty, which 
we can fay is unreafonable and ought not to be 
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performed. The World may be challenged 
to mention one duty to God, or man, which the 
New Teftament doe* not enjoin; or to prove any 
one thing it enjoins as a duty, to be deftitutc of 
reafon, and void of obligation. The fimplicity, 
the concifenefs, the perfpicuity, and the authority, 
with which they are delivered, give force to truth, 
and fcope to reafon in the application of general 
duties to particulars circumftances. 

The morality of the writers oi the New Tefta- 
ment is their own. They borrowed it from none. 
Ic begins at the fjurce, and gives laws to the 
thoughts. Its precepts reach to the firft workings 
of the heart; ic enjoins purity of foul, and brings 
*■ into captivity every thought to the obedi- 
€€ ence of Chrift," 2 Cor. x. 5. Not a vain ima- 
gination can be indulged, not an unhallowed 
defire rife up, without polluting the foul, and 
contracting guilt. 

How different is this fyftem from what was writ- 
ten and taught by the fages of Greece and Rome. 
Regard for a perfon's own fame and reputation, 
how exalted a place does it occupy among pagan 
moralifts! and an equal anxiety is discovered for 
the good opinion of others, and the approbation of 
the public. The following line of one of their 
poets exprefles both: 

t( Efl pulchrum digito monftran 9 et dicier , Hie ejl." 

While they thought it a fine thing to be pointed 
at with the finger, and have it faid, 'That is be % the 
Pharifees were pradtifing fimilar morals. Their 
defire was to cc be feen of men ; and they loved 
<f the praife of man more than the praife of God." 
Thefe the t gofpel utterly excludes: it authorita- 
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tively inculcates felf-denial on all its votaries. It 
enjoins a fupreme regard to what God approves; 
but to man, no further than their approbation ac- 
cords with God's, and is founded on it. The d.£» 
ciples of Jefus are commanded to make their light 
fliine before men : but the aim rr uft be, not that 
they may be admired and praifed; but that thofe 
who fee their good works " may glorify their Fa- 
fC ther, who is in H aven. 

The morality of the gofpel is uncontamin ted 
•with the impure mix ures which have defiled every 
human fyftem, publifhed before or fin.e. It ad- 
mits no licennouufefsi it enjoins no auflent es; it 
contains no fuverfiui n * y it will be fatisfied with 
no partial tegards In the religion of Heathens 
and Mahometans, how many licentious practices 
are tolerated and appr ved! not one will th gofpel 
aUow, even in thought. What a multitude i.f fu- 
perftitious obfervances do we perceive in every 
Heathen code, in the Koran, and in the Talmud 
—which is the Bible of the latter Jews. But leC 
the bittereft enemy of Chrift, who is bed verfed in 
the New Teftament, take up the book, and point 
out one. Aufterities, or practices confining in a 
privation of comfort, how congnial have thtjr 
always bcren to human nature; and how exalted a 
niche have they occupied in the religions of men in 
ancient days, and at the pref nt hour, among Pa* 
gans, Mahometans, Jews, and evin among fome 
who have aflumed the Chr ftian name! But where 
will a fandlion for aufterities be found in the gos- 
pel ? Never is the idea even hinted at, t at fuch 
things render a man more acceptable to God, or ad- 
vance him to a ftate of higher per t&ion. In per* 
uling hiftories of religion, how often do we find rea- 
son to remark, that ritual obferyaaces have been 
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jnadeto Aipfty the place of moral duties j aftd 
e v en zeal for, and abundance in one duty, to 
c< mpenfate f r the negledt of another. But no 
partial regards w 11 the gofpd allow; it infifts on 
Univerfal obedience, and 1 udly dtel res cc that he 
€c who offen 's in one point is gui ty of all." 
. How the writers of this book fliould be able to 
draw ip a fyftetn of tnorals, which the world after 
the apfe of eighteen centuries cannot improve, 
tohile it perceives nutaberlefs faults, and Juggefts 
numberlefs conedtions in thofe of the Philoso- 
phers of India, Greece, and Rome, the Deift is 
concerned to account for, in a rational way. The 
rhriftian is able td do it with eafe: The evangel- 
ifts,and the apoftles of Chrift cc fpake, as tuey were 
jraoved by the Holy Ghoft/* 

SECTION VI. 



The manner in which a future State is refrefented in 

the New Te/fament. 

When an author choofes a theme which is level 
to the human capacity, and of which all can judge 
from obfervation, experience, or refle&ion, he has 
greatly the advantage. A future date of rewards 
and puniftiments requires the pen of a mafter to 
write upon it with but tolerable propriety. A 
review of what has been publifhed on the fubjecft, 
will evince the truth of this remark. 

The Greek and Roman poets, who were th? re- 
tailers of the prgan theolcgy among the mod ci- 
vilized nations of antiquity, defcribe the happinefs 
of the good, and the mifery of the wicked, after 
death. But how mean the happinefs! It confifts 
in talking over their battles, in rchearfing poems, 
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and in receiving adulation. A perfon acquainted 
with the ordinary purfuits of men on earth, if he 
have but a poetic fancy, may eafily, as to ideas at 
leaft, rival the defcription. Their flatc of mifery 
is better conceived, but it is minute and low. 

Mahomet, who knew fortieth ig of the New 
Teftament, thinking perhaps to improve upon it, 
and to give a more ahecting view, has prefented 
us with his ideas of a future world. He indeed 
gratifies curiofity; but his minute c.efcriptions, 
are difgufting in the extreme. His ftate of re- 
wards allures every fenfe, and every appetite: it 
is the happinefs of an epicure and a wanton. His 
ftate of mifery fills the foul with loathing and hor- 
ror: it is the coarfe imagination of an Arab, who 
had feen and thought of t*,e mod brutal cruelty. 

Modern Deifts have been rather afraid oi the 
fubjedl. A few of them have fpoken of death as 
the clofe of human exiftence. But there is fome- 
thing in this fo degrading, and at the fame time 
fo irrational, that we can fcarcely account for their 
fentiments in any other way, but by fuppofingthat 
they are afraid of a world of retribution. Others, 
nay moft of them, allow there is fuch a ftate ; but 
they lay noth ng concerning it, which can afford 
fatisfa&ion to an inquiring mind. There is hap- 
pinefs to the good ; and fome will add, there is mi- 
iery to the wicked : But in what the happinefs or the 
mifery confifts, where is the Deift who has ventur- 
ed tq defcribe? They feem not at home, when a fu- 
ture ftate is the theme ofdifcourfe : we are left al- 
together in the dark. Their defcription has no 
fubftance: it is a fleeting (hade which eludes our 
grafp. The pagan Elyfium and Tartarus have a 
body; but they are too grofs for reafon to endure 
for a fingle moment : we are only introduced to the 
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Olympic games, and Dionyfius's dungeon. Ma- 
homet's defcription has a body too: but his p?ra- 
dife is an eaftern feraglio ; and his hell the office 
of theSpanifti Inquifition. Nature is overpower- 
ed, and finks beneath the oppreflion of the torture. 

On taking the New Teftament into our hands, 
^vhat a different fcene is prefented to our view. 
We are no longer left to grope in the darknefs of 
deifm; nor difgufted and fhocked with the unfeem- 
ly particularity of the others. The bappinefs of the 
difciples of Jefus is defcribed by images natural, 
innocent, and moft lovely: and there is always an 
intimation that they are but images, and are de- 
figned to reprefent to us a ftate of felicity, confid- 
ing in perfect knowledge and perfedt holinefs; a 
felicity arifing from conformity to God, and a full 
fruition of him, and from the fociety of perfectly 
wife and holy beings. The mifery is defcribed by 
comparfons from natural objedts, which are ex- 
ceedingly awful ; and which, without racking the 
feelings like the Koran, fill the heart with falutary 
terror. At the fame time information is plainly 
conveyed, that the mifery in a great meafure con- 
fifts in evils difpofitions and paffions, in remorfe 
and defpair, and in the difpleafure of a juftly of- 
fended God. The fuperiority of the New Tefta- 
ment on this moft difficult of fubjedts, muft be ob- 
vious to every reader. Let him fairly afcertain 
the caufe. 

There is a peculiarity belonging to the manner in 
which this fubjedt is treated, that merits attention. 
When men write on a future ftate, they are apt to 
throw the reins upon the neck of fancy. With the 
exception of the modern Deifts, this has always 
been the cafe. Hence the defcriptions are minute 
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to tedioufnefs. They know not where to flop; 
and the author's exuberant fancy is difplayed at the 
expenceofhis judgement. But we do not find 
this in the apoftles of Chrift. There is a dignified 
referve. When they have advanced to a certain 
l'.mit, a veil is thrown over the reft. If, in one or 
two of them, this had fprung from a fpirit of cau- 
tious fagacity, is it not probable that the others 
would have gone further? Might not one, at leaft, 
of a more adventurous foul, and more luxuriant 
fancy than his fellows, have given a lofe to his ima- 
gination, on this alluring theme? This might be 
the more naturally expe&ed, as fome never faw the 
writings of the others, and therefore could have no 
monitor or pattern to regulate their fteps. The 
remark acquires additional force, if we extend it to 
the writers of the Old Teftamerit, to whom it is 
equally applicable. How fhall we account for it? 
Was there not a divine hand guiding the pen? 

SECTION VII. 



The Motives proofed by the Go/pel. 

From its doctrines, precepts, and difcoveries of a 
future ftate, the New Teftament appears to be no 
common book. The motives it prefents, though 
partly included in thefe, may yet be confidered as 
diftindt, and in a pecuHar point of view. If the 
matter be duly examined, it will noc be looked 
upon as a rafh after t ion; that it is impoffible to 
conceive ft ronger motives to deter from evil, and 
influence to good, and confequently to banifh mi- 
fery and produce happinefs, than thofe whieb the 
gofpel fets before our eyes. Here every fpring of 
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. adion in the human heart is put in motion : Hope, 
fear, love, hatred, defire, averfion, gratitude, ;s 
addrefled : not a chord in the heart is left untouch- 
ed. Diverfity in motives is of eflential benefit. 

Is the fear of evil known and felt to be a power- 
ful pr.nciple in the foul? Chrift and his apoftles 
reveal fiom heaven the wrath of God againft all 
ungodlinefs, and unrighteoufnefs of man; and 
enumerate the many and bitter miferies which 
tread en the heels of tranfgrtffion, in a prefent life. 
But a future world is the (late of retribution; and 
we are taught by him, who will fit on the tribunal 
at the day of judgement, cc that the wicked (hall 
go away into everlafting punilhraent, where there 
fhall be weeping, and wailing, and gnafhing of 
teeth." Could fear fuggeft a conlideration more 
powerful, for reftraining thofe ftrong propenfities 
to evil which are in the human heart? 

But motives of a different kind are more fully, 
and frequently infilled on. Chriftianity is not the 
religion of a Have. It does not debafe the mind 
with terror. It is a noble and generous fyftem? 
and abounds with motives of love, and promifes of 
bleflings, and the hopes of glory. Here we are en- 
tering on a moft extenfive field ; but we mull pafs 
through it in halte: yet we may enjoy fomething 
of the delightful profpedt as we advance. The 
Supreme Being delcribes himfelf by one word, which 
contains volumes of ideas : GOD IS LOVE. In- 
finite mercy to the guilty and the miferable, meets 
our eye in every page. The boundlefs companion 
and grace of the Lord Jefus, who came into the 
world to feek and to fave that which was loll, e- 
ven the chief of finners; and his inconceivable af- 
fection for his difciples, are a frequent and delight- 
ful theme. The power of the facred Spirit, ana bis 
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enlightening, fan&ifying, and comforting influ- 
ences, are often prefented to the mind. God's pa- 
ternal care ot his people, his guidance, his fupport, 
his prefence, his confolations in affliction, and his 
more than a father's regard and fympathy at the 
hour of death, arc exprefled in language never 
ufed in any other book. In addition to all thefe, 
the eternal world is unveiled before our eyes ; and 
we are called to behold a ftate of the nobleft and 
pureft felicity, continuing and increafing through 
nil eternity. 

Such are the motives of the gofpel ; all tend- 
ing to promote faith, holinefs, and resignation to 
the divine will, and to make men like God. Strong- 
er cannot be adduced. But how came thefe fifh- 
ermen and tent-makers and publicans, to exhauft 
the mine? Look at the motives of ancient and mo- 
dern paganifm, which the votaries of Jupiter, of 
Brahma, and of Fg, have held up to the view of 
their worftiippers ! Reafon blulhes at the fight, arid 
is afbamed to draw a comparifon. If Mahomet 
could not but perceive the ftrength of the motives 
from a future ftate of rewards and punifhments, he 
has funk them from fpirit to flefh: and many of 
thofe fweet, tender, and infinuating ones, which 
fpring out of the love of God, and the compalfion 
of the Mediator, he has entirely left out. Well 
informed Deifts will own, that their writers feem 
far more zealous in exclaiming againft fuperfti- 
tion, than in urging the motives to the pradlice 
of natural religion, which even natural religion 
afR/rdsv but thtfeare unfpeakably inferior in numw 
ber, Strength, and clearnefs to thofe ofchriftianity. 
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SECTION VIII. 



Vbe Char afters which the New Tejiament is defigned 

to form. 

We naturally judge of a fyfttm by its tendency 
and effe&s ; and determine from thefe, whether it be 
good or bad. By this rule let the gofpel bp tried. 
Its principles we have traced. Let us now in- 
quire what kind of character they are calculated to 
produce ; and how they will appear when drawn 
out into real life. The formation of character by a 
Jyftem is, as it were, the fum of the principles col- 
lected into a focus, and difplaying their united 
energy in the temper and condudl. 

If I may exprefs the whole in a few words; 
Cc fuch as Jefus Chrift was when he dwelt on earth, 
fuch it is the defign of the New Teftament that 
his difc pies (hould be : and fuch it is their aim 
to be." 

But to defcend to particulars, and take a fuller 
view of the fubjedl; the chriftian is one who hates 
evil, and follows what is good. He has a conftant 
regard to the frame of hi& heartland is intent on 
the deftrudtion of every finful difpofition : not one 
is tolerated. He loves God fupremely, and it is 
the great bufinefs of his life to pleafe God, in pre- 
ference to his own inclinations, and the will of 
others. Gratitude for daily favours glows within 
his breaft. It is his meat and drink to do the will 
of God, and to keep his commandments: and in 
the midft of affii&ion he fubmits to thedifpenfa- 
tiona of hia Providence, a& infinitely wife and good. 
To Jefus as his Saviour he ponftantly looks, and 

M 
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depends on him for the bleffings of redemption: 
the example of Jefus he fets continually before his 
eyes, and endeavours, with perfevering afliduity, 
to follow his fteps. 

At the fame time, he regards himfelf as a mem- 
ber of the vaft community of intelligent creatures 
upon earth: he feels himfelf among brethren; and 
he loves his neighbour as himfelf.— He prefers the 
general good to individual benefit: he ads with 
re&itude in every fituation; and confeientioufly 
performs all relative duties, whether domeftic, po- 
litical, or religious. He pities the miferaWe : he 
is ready to relieve the indigent: he forgives his 
enemies : he returns good for rvil, and blefling for 
curfing. In the exercife of benevolence is his 
del ght: his affection extends to the whole hu- 
man race. Country, language, religion, colour, 
are not its limits, — it is bounded by human na- 
ture alone: and wherever he finds a human being 
there he fees a brother, whofe happinefs he re- 
joices to promote. As the nobleft part of man 
is the foul, its eternal felicity is his great concern. 

While he feels thus for others, none can accufe 
him of negledting his own concerns. Diligence, 
re&itudc, and fidelity, mark his habitual conduit: 
Humility, purity, contentment, moderation, fanc- 
tity, peace of mind, and joy reign in his heart. 
There is befides a heroifm about him which has 
fomething divine. He has learnt to be ftedfaft in 
goodnef^ ; to proceed in the path of integrity and 
benevolence, unfliaken by temptation* contempt, 
oppofition ; and to follow what is good, though 
alone in the way. He is willing to fubmit to every 
privation, to undergo the moft painful fufTerings, 
and to endure death itfelf in the moft horrid form, 
.rather than fwerve from the path of duty, or re- 
nounce the principles of truth and goodnefs. 
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I feci that I fink beneath the weight of attempt- 
ing to delineate the chara&er of a chriftian, and 
am afhamed to prefent fo poor a (ketch: but the 
excellence of the thing will compenfate for the de- 
fed: of the representation. Examine it: and then 
afkyourfelves:" Where elfe lhall wemeet with fuch 
a defign." Mahomet, in a bungling way, pilfering 
fromtheNew Teftament, attempted fomething? of 
arefemblance; hut he failed: his difpofitions fpoil- 
ed the whole. The Koran forms enthufiaftic war- 
riors for the faith, to ihed the blood of infidels, or 
compel them to come into the butcher**, rather 
than the Ihepherd** fold; and the flaves of fenfual 
joys both in this life and that which is to come. 
The legiflators of the pagan world, though fome 
of them pretended to divine revelation, had very 
different thoughts and views from the epoftles of 
Chrift. Lycurgus, feemingly a man of firong 
nerves, and a daring fpirit, aimed by his code to 
make the Spartans courageous and hardy foldiers, 
delighting in war. Another wifhed to inure the 
people to labour, and to cultivate the earth. A 
third fought to teach them to excel in commerce. 
A fourth ftudied to raife them to fuperior (kill in 
arts, and fciences, and civilization. But to form 
men of fueh a chara&er as has been delineated, 
never enteitd into the mhid of any but the writers 
of the New Teftament, with the fole exception of 
Mofes and the prophets, who compofed the firft 
volume of this book, and who were animated with 
the fame fpirit. How high does this raife the 
Scriptures above every other book! Can we con- 
ceive it poffible that impofture lurks behind fuch 
a defign? The idea of fuch a charadter is not only 
oppofite to the difpofitions of bad men, but heyond 
the capacity even of good men, and gives reafon 
to conclude that it comes from God. 
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But the chara&er, it may be faid, is merely ideal. 
No: Jefus exemplified all that he required hi* 
difciples to be:. and they, according to their mea* 
fure, followed his fteps* Such men were Peter, 
and John, and James, and Paul, and thoufands more. 
Imperfections in them we can difcover, and the 
mark s of infirmity amidft the fudden gufts of tempt- 
ation : thefe they daily deplored, and they bitterly 
complained that in every part of the Chnftian 
chara&er, they fellfhort of their aim and of their 
rule. But all the divine principles enumerated 
above, reigned in their hearts, habitually regulated 
their temper, and flione forth in their condudt. 
The blemilhes we difcover in them, are like the 
clouds flying along the Iky in a fummer's noon, 
which now and then obfcure the fun ; but their 
path was like that of the juft, (hining more and 
more unto the perfe6t day. There have been my- 
riads of the fame fpirit in every fucceeding, age* 
There are myriads ftill, whofe higheft aid whofe 
conftant end in life is to realize and exhibit the 
charadter of a chriftian. But wickednefs is noify : 
goodnefs does not ftrive nor cry. The lightning 
and the thunder of Heaven attradl univerfal notice 
by their glare and roaring : the fun moves quietly 
on his courfe, and diffufes his blefljngs in filence. 
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SECTION IX, 



The Happinefs which refu/ts from the Influence of the 
G of pel, in forming fucb Char alters. 

The importance of the truths contained in the for- 
mer fedion will appear more clearly, if we confi- 
der the influence vhich the prevalence of fuch a 
character will have on human happinefs. That in 
the individual who is moulded into it, it will pro- 
duce tranquillity, fatisfaftion, and peace refulting 
from the hope of the friendlhip of God, from the 
banilhment of evil paflions, and from the exercife 
of holy affedtions and the npbleft principles, every 
competent judge of human nature will readily 
;rant. Let all the members of a family be animated 
>y thefe fentiments and difpofitions: it becomes 
the abode of love and joy. A town full of citizens 
of this defcription is a holy brotherhood, where 
harmony reigns; and a reciprocation of kind of- 
fices renders nei hbourhocd and focial intercourfe 
unfpeakably pleating. Were a country filled with 
fuch inhabitants, it would exhibit fuch a fcene of 
felicity a^ the world never yet beheld. All would 
perform the duties of their ftation with fidelity^ 
and exhibit integrity in their dealings, and feek 
ihc general good, and make private give way 
to public benefit. There would be peace, and 
union, and abundance, and contentment, and 
the love of order, and venerat on for the inftitutions 
of fociety. Tyranny, infubordinatipn, and anar- 
chy, uould be unknown. 

O that Europe were full of people of this char- 
after 1 There would be a ftrife who Ihould be the 
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fir ft in proposing an end to war, and have the hon- 
our of foliciting reconciliation. Peace would be 
eafily made; for pride, avarice, ambition, revenge, 
the love of glory, and the luft of domination, 
Would have no vote in the congrefs. Rcdtitude, 
benevolence, and companion for the miferable, 
fitting alone in council, would bring the negocia- 
tion to a fpeedy clofe. They would all embrace 
as brethren; and it would be eafy to live in peace, 
becaufe the feeds of war in the human heart are 
deftroyed. 

But mere abftinence from injury would not fa- 
tisfy men of fuch a fpirit. No longer poffefled 
with the evil demon, falfely called patr.otifm, 
which taught and impelled them to feek the exalta- 
tion of their own country on the ruin of others, 
they would feel it a duty and a pleafure to promote 
the profperity and happinefs of each other. In- 
Head of proving, as has hitherto been the cafe, a 
cm ft, nations would be a bluffing to each other ; 
and, in the fpirit of the gofpel, love a neighbour- 
ing country as their own. When any of thofe 
caufes occurred which have hitherto, alas ! deluged 
the fields of Europe with blood, chriftian love, 
mutual forbearance, forgivenefs of injuries, return- 
ing good for evil, and requiting infults by bene- 
fits, would tie the bonds of peace and amity clofer 
and ftronger than they were before. 

But (till more widely would theinfluence ofthefe 
divine principles be fit. Alia, Africa, and Amer- 
ica, rejoice at the change in the fons of Europe. 
Inftead of beholding ftrangers grafping at every 
advantage, and purfuing by every means an in- 
cieafe of power and commerce, they find men 
who ad: as brothers; who are as forward to con- 
fer benefits as to receive them; -nay more anxious to 
do them good, than topoffefs their wealth. They are 
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aftonifticd at the pleafing alteration; and they con- 
elude that principles which lead men to ad: thus* 
muftbefromGod. While benevolent Europeans, 
labour to do them good, and to make them happy, 
they eagerly inquire, cc Whence proceeds this re- 
markable change? Formerly you wereacurfe, and 
we viewed you with dread. Our gold, our territory, 
our very perfons you fnatched away. Now you 
are a bleffing: your higheft end is to confer bene- 
fits upon us. Whence did you derive tbeje princi- 
ples, which have indeed made you new creatures?" 

cc Read this book/' the Europeans reply, put- 
ting the New Teftament into their hands, €€ we 
have tranflated it into your tongue, that you may, 
like us, derive from theperufal, wifdom, goodnefs,- 
and felicity." — They eagerly fnatch the book: 
they read it: they too are made wife unto falvation ; 
and the happinefs it imparts is enjoyed throughout 
the world. Arms become ufelefs : magazines are 
opened: arfenals are emptied. fc Let not our 
eyes," they fay cc any more behold the heart-rend- 
ing fight. Convert thefe huge cannons into in-- 
ftruments of husbandry ; thefe deftrudlive bails in- 
to mattocks and {hovels: beat thefe fwords into 
plough (hares, and thefe fpears into pruning hooks." 
Mankind live in peace. Extended intercourfe pro- 
duces increafing affe&ion. Wherever man meets, 
man, he meets a brother : love to God, and love to 
man reigning in the heart, generate every where 
righteoufnefs, harmony, benevolence, and joy. 

Can principles, fo dire&ly tending to felicity, 
and producing it in every form, fpring from im- 
pofture, and from the hearts of bad men ? Satan's 
kingdom would be divided againft itfelf, and oiuft 
fall. Characters fo formed, do they not proclaim 
their original to be from above, and not from be- 
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heath ? Docs not the fchemeannbtince its author t6 
be the infinitely merciful and gracious God, who 
delights in the happinefs of his creatures, and whd 
has framed it with fuch wifdom, that it fuits every 
relation, and renders at once, the individual and the 
Ivorld happy ? Will it be faid, this is a mere Utopian 
dream? It willbe granted, however, that it is a pleas- 
ing one. Biit is it not the natural refult of the in- 
fluence of the principles of the gofpeton the heart? 
Nor, to him who believes the fcriptures, is it an 
imaginary ftate of things which has been defcribed. 
The faint representation which has betn given, is 
Jcbnfonanfc to the pfredidtions of the Old and New 
Teftatnent, which plainly foretel and defcribe, ill 
the moft glowing and lovely colours, the full efta- 
blilhment of knowledge, goodnefs, and felicity o* 
ver the face of the whole earth, by the eftablifh- 
ment ofthegofpel of Jefus Chrift, in the hearts 
of men. Ifaiah, chap. ii. and xi. Micah. iv. Rev. 
xx. — I afk no more, but that you would thorough- 
ly weigh the fubjedt, and throw its juft weight in* 
to the fcale of evidence. 



SECTION X. 



*tbe%c is every thing in The New Teftament which 4 
Revelation from God may be expected to contain. 

Before God has given a revelation of his will, fof 
a man to fay precifely, what it will contain, would 
be as abfurd as for an atjgel before the formation 
of the earth, to have attempted to defcribe what 
kind of a world God would create. When it 
is created, he may form an accurate idea of 
it; and may clearly perceive the wifdom, 
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power, and goodnefs of God, difplayed in its 
formation, and in its various parts. It is thus in 
refpcdl to divine revelation. The wifeft of the hu- 
man race mull have groped in the dark before it 
was given, and could form no diftindt view of its 
nature. Every fober inquirer now may difcover 
clearly how well it fuits the neceflities df man; and 
how much it manifefts the perfedions of God, and 
is calculated to promote his glory. 

Every thing neceflary for us to know, is here 
revealed. God inftru&s us in his nature and his 
government. Various books have made preten- 
tions to a divine origin; but there is not fo much 
laid of God, nor is there fo full and enlarged a 
view of God, in them all, as in the New Teftament 
Jllone. Human nature is delineated in all its parts, 
in aJ its principles, and in all its wants. The 
character of Chrift furniihes a model for the imi- 
tation of every intelligent being* The do&rine 
of a Mediator, and redemptibn through him, pre- 
fents a remedy for the want? and miferies of man- 
kind ; and opens the way to everlafting bleflednefs. 
In the precepts of the gofpel there is a full and 
perfedt rule of temper and condudt. A future ftate 
is unveiled, and we are prefented with a view both 
of the happinefs of the righteous, and of the mU 
fery of the wicked: and in addition to this, every 
motive which can influence the heart, is fet before 
us in all its force. 

In fhort, there is nothing of value which men 
need to know, but is here taught. I will not fay 
there is nothing we can defire : for we may defire 
to know many things which are not revealed. But 
T will confidently aflert, that every thing which 
fober reafon can fay it is neceflary for us to know, 
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in order to the dire&ion of our conduit, and to the 
real comfort of a prefent ftate of being, is here re- 
vealed with inimitable fimplicity, purity, and pre- 
cifion. 

An inattentive reader of the New Teftament 
may fay, cc what is all this to the purpofe: and 
what proof does it afford of a divine revelation ?" 
But the judicious and reflecting inquirer who is in 
fearch of principles, and who is determined to ex- 
amine with care whatever profefles to be a revela- 
tion from God, will not fatisfy himfelf with afking, 
cc What external evidence is there of its divinity ;" 
—but in the firft place, cc What are the things 
which it contains, and delivers as heavenly truths, 
that I may know what it is, which the evidence is 
to confirm." This is the proper method of pro- 
ceeding : and whoever will take the pains to fearch 
profoundly into the principles which have been 
prefented to view; and furvey them in their light, 
fandlity, extent, and fulnefs; and give due weight 
to the confideration, that there is every thing 
in them neceflary to the perfection of human 
nature in goodnefs and felicity, will fee abund- 
ant reafon to conclude, that they are worthy 
of an infinitely excellent Being to reveal, that they 
carry with them a prefumption of their divine ori- 
ginal, and if they be accompanied with external 
evidence, are to be embraced as a revelation from 
Heaven. 



( 5* ) 

CHAPTER II. 

OP THE EVIDENCE FOR THE DIVINE AUTHORITY OF 
THE NEW TESTAMENT, ARISING FROM CONSIDER- 
ATIONS SUGGESTED BY ITS CONTENTS. 

Th5 preceding chapter prefents a fyftem of religi- 
ous principles, with which every one fhould be 
well acquainted, who means to ftudy, with advan- 
tage, the evidences of chriftianity. They indeed 
themfelves form a body of evidence, of which thofe 
who are in queft of truth from pure motives, will 
feel the force in no ordinary degree. For want of 
the knowledge of thefe principles, many valuable 
treatifts have been read with little effect. But 
when the nature of chriftianity is underftood, its 
excellence feen, and its importance felt, there is a 
field prepared by previous cultivation for the re- 
ception of the feed of evidence, which, there is 
reafon to believe, will fpring up, and bring forth 
fruit abundantly unto everlafting life. So long as 
the mind is ignorant of the principles of the gofpel, 
reading oji its evidence is like fowing on the high- 
way, or on a rock. 

Befides the evidences arifing from the do&rines of 
the gofpel, there are fome confiderations clofely 
connected with them, and fuggefted by the con- 
tents, fpirit, ttrudture, and defign of the New Tes- 
tament, which merit particular attention. Ifahey 
do not of themfelves amount to a full proof that it 
is divine, they at lead render it plain, that it is the 
moft extraordinary book which was ever written : 
they ftrengthen the prefumption in its favour; and 
they lay a (till ftronger and furer foundation for 
external evidence to reft upon. 
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SECTION I, 



The New Teflament conveys more improvement to tit 

Mind than any oibef Book. 

Most of the men who compofed this book, fpent 
their early days in manual employments. They 
lived about three years "with Chrift, as his difciples. 
After his death they became teachers of his religion; 
and they wrote the New Teftament. The Grecian 
Philosophers, and fome Romans, fpent ail their 
days in the purfuitsof literature, and in the acquifi- 
tion of knowledge. They alfo wrote books. On 
a comparifon, judging merely from the chara&er 
of the writers, which may be expe<5ied to excel !— « 
Can it be a queftion? Can any imagine thefe un- 
lettered Jews capable of writing a book to be even 
named after the works of men of fuch exalted ge- 
nius as the Grecian fages ? But let both be examin- 
ed with impartiality; and it will be found, that with 
refpedl to real information and knowledge, the 
New Teftament is as far above the beft heathen 
writings, as the heavens are above the earth. It 
may indeed be juftly afferted, that the New Tefta- 
ment, connected with the Old, here ftands alone; 
and has neither equal, nor fecond. The know- 
ledge it conveys concerning God, his perfections, 
and government; concerning man, his nature, du- 
ty, and happinefs; concerning the prefent world, 
and a future flate of retribution; in fhort con- 
cerning every objedl which it is important for ui 
' to be acquainted with, is unequalled. 

The ideas are moft excellent, mod abundant, and 
exprefled with clearnefs and fimplicity. The inuu 
gination may be more entertained with the deco* 
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rations of fancy in other books; the tafte may be 
more gratified with elegant compofition; but no 
where elfe is there fuch a mafs of interefting truths, 
on every fubjed: which concerns man as a citizen 
of this world, and as an immortal creature. In 
both thefe refpedts the New Teftament contains 
the greateft meafure of mental improvement; and 
tends to make men not only more pious and moral 
than all other books can, but likewife more ration* 
al and wife. 

The argument will derive ftill more weight from 
the confideration, that the whole mafs of truth in 
the gofpel is not difcerned at once. From t he 
day when it was written to the prefent time, every 
age has found out fomething new. During the 
two laft centuries, how many important difcoveries 
have been made of latent truths, which are now 
clear as the light of day. Nor is the mind exhauflv 
ed. From the fame field, wife and good men will 
by perfevering refearch continue to prefent to the 
world their precious and ample treafures, as the 
reward of pious induftry. 

If any thing more be thought neceflary to pro^. 
duce a convi&ion of its fuperior excellence, let it 
be compared with other books. I need not lay, 
cc compare it with the Koran:" for the good ideas 
there are borrowed from the New Teftament. Or 
ihall I fay, compare it? and you will perceive the 
man of Mecca corrupting what he pilfers, defiling 
it with prejudices and paflions while it pafTes 
through his mind, and blending it with his own 
abfurd reveries. I need not compare it with the 
books of chriftian writers ; becaufe they glory in 
having derived their fentiments from the code of 
their religion. You urge me to compare it with 
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ttie writings of modern Deifts. But the compari* 
fon would be unfair. They borrowed their ideas 
of moral truths from the New Teftament : they 
lighted their taper at the fire of tliis fun. If you 
can point out one good principle in them, which is 
not contained iiT k» there will then, and not till 
then, be room to boaft. But compare them if you 
will; I am not afraid of the iffue. — The juft line 
of comparifon is with the moft celebrated books, 
in the eaftern and weftern parts of the world, be- 
fore the coming of Chrift. Let the fages of 
Greece and Rome ; let the votaries of ' Brahma, and 
of Fo, produce their facred books for a critical in- 
fpedtion on this point. I am confident that every 
fair opponent will, without a moment's hefita- 
tion, give the palm to the men of Galilee. 

But whence comes it to pafs> that thefe unletter- 
ed men lhould be able to write the beft, the moft 
inftrudtive book which the world contains; and 
that none fince, in any country or age, have been 
able to improve upon it, or write a better? Some 
adequate caufe muft be afligned. Thofe who, in- 
fteadofa fatisfadtory anfwer, would laugh, and 
ridicule the book, muft retire from the field 
occupied by fait reafoners and refpedtable antago- 
nifts, to the ground allotted to the unreputable 
corps of buffoons. When they are gone, let the 
others judge, who adts the wifeft part, — the oppo- 
nent of the gofpel, who rejedts the moft improving 
book that was ever written ? or the chriftian who 
receives it, and accounts for its pre-eminence, from 
its being written by the infpiration of infinite wis* 
dom? 
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SECTION II, 

There are no falfe principles in the New Teftament. 

When I read the writings of thofe ancient his- 
torians, orators, poets, or philofophers, which are fo 
highly celebrated as to form the text-books of mo- 
dern education, I am grieved to fee the multitude of 
falfe principles with which they abound. Ambi-* 
Hon is foftered and recommended : the love of fame 
encouraged: military glory is difplayed before the 
youthful throng, in the moft facinating colours : 
and thofe are reprefented as the firft of human kind, 
who. bear away the laurels from the enfanguined 
field. Literary pride is fanned, and incenfe offered 
to adepts in fciencc. Admiration of wealth and 
diftindtion is generated; and the profanum yulgus 
(the poor people) is pointed at as an objedt of 
hatred or contempt. 

From thefe revered, may I not add idolized au- 
thors, I turn to the New Teftament ; and I find 
myfelf in a new world. What a difference of mind 
and heart! A fparkof the fame fpirit I do not per- 
ceive: I cannot difcover a falfe principle from be- 
ginning to end. If it be faid, I am a partial judge, 
I challenge the acuteft unbeliever to perufe the 
book with this view. Let him point out one falfe 
principle ftated with approbation, or recommended 
to imitation; and I will give up its claim to di- 
vine authority. But no fuch thing is to be found* 

Here is a remarkable phenomenon which 
muft be accounted for by Deifts, in a fatisfadtory 
manner. Will it be faid, " They were Jews?" 
But does this remove the difficulty ? How came 
they to be wifer than other people ? Merely their 
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being Jews, will not folve the difficulty, JofephuS 
Was a Jew. He lived nearly at the fame time with 
the writers of the New Teftament: but in " The 
Antiquities of bis nation" and in his " Hiftory of the 
war with the Romans," it is eafy to detedt a confi- 
derable number of falfe principles. Philo, his 
contemporary, is chargeable with the fame faults. 
iThe Talmuds, the produ&ions of the mod learned 
Rabbis of a following age, are ftill worfe. 

But what is mb're remarkable, we do not find a 
freedom from falfe principles in chriftian writers, 
though they derived their ideas of truth and duty 
from the New Teftament. Commentaries have been 
written on this book in almoft every age. With a 
pure text before them, they have had every advan- 
tage for furnifhing the world with a pure comment ; 
but they do not fuceeed. In the ancient fathers, 
how eafy is it to perceive the falfe principles of 
converted pagans and philofophers. In latter ages, 
the falfe principles of the Feudal fyftem often rife 
before our eyes. Every commentary of the laft 
century, without exception, though it was more 
enlightened than any of the preceding, will fur- 
nifh the attentive reader with many examples 
of the fame thing. How extraordinary muft this 
appear to the adept in moral fcience ! Some fifh- 
ermen of Galilee wrote a book, in which not one 
falfe principle is to be found. There is no other 
book, in which they are not to be found. We find 
them crowded in the wifeft of the ancient heath- 
ens. They are to be found in contemporary and 
fucceeding Jews. They are to be found in chris- 
tian commentators, from the days of the apoftles 
to the prefent time. Nor would the moft enlight- 
ened difciples of Jefus, who now adorn liis church, 
be able wholly to efcapc the fame cenfure. Were 
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they to attempt to write a hiftory like that of the 
gofpel, how many errors fhould we find in it, and 
how many faults ! 

Let him who rejects the New Teftament, aflign 
a reaionfor this. Will he fay, (( Though chrift- 
ians have not been able to write a book without 
interfperfing falfe principles, a Hume, a Gibbon, 
a Voltaire, a Rduffeau, could with eafe accom- 
plifti it ?" May not achriftian with juftice retort ; 
cc What they could do, is bell known by what they 
have done?" But do we not perceive in them falfe 
principles, and evil difpofitions, without number? 
Were this a trtali/e, and not a Jketcb % how eafy 
would it be to bring them forward juftifyinga dis- 
regard of God, and of his worfliip, and patronizing 
or recommending pride, ambition, fenfuality, a 
contempt of others, &c. &c. &c. — It will, in- 
deed, be obvious to the moft inadvertent obferver, 
that no ftandard of moral fentiments and condudt 
is lower than theirs. Still, then, the New Tefta- 
ment ftands alone, and without a rival. Divine 
infpiration will account for its fuperiority and An- 
gularity. Let him, who will not allow this, aflign 
a more fatisfa&ory reafon. 

SECTION III. 



The New Teftament is in dirett oppofition to every de- 
praved principle in human nature. 

Laws, it has been aflerted, muft be fuited to the 
difpofitions and manners of the people for whom 
they are made. Divine re&itude fcorns the idea. 
Let laws, it fays, be perfe&ly good, however bad 
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the perfons tor whom they are defigned. The former 
is, indeed, the didtate of human policy; and men, 
guided by no higher principles, have afted accord- 
ing to it, both in ancient and modern times. This 
was the wifdom of the ancient legiflators among the 
heathens : and many in modern times have laughed 
loud at the folly of ^tempting to give a perfedl code 
of laws, to an imperfed and depraved nation. The re- 
ligion which the legiflators of old blended in their 
lyftem, was of a piece with their laws ; and was de- 
figned to be fweet to the tafte of their vicious coun- 
trymen. It required few facrifices, and thofe not 
painful: it indulged eager appetites, and heated 
pailions. Mahomet ailed on the fame principles. 
How gratifying are many of his maxims to flefti and 
blood! To be allowed to retain arid to cherifh evil 
difpofitions in the heart, and yet be on the road to 
paradife, is beyond meafure delicious to every lov- 
er of iniquity. We are not to wonder, if fuch 
fyftems were received without a ftruggle, by thofe 
to whom they werepropofed. Isthisthecaufe, that 
the Koran is more refpedtfully ipoken of by many 
modern Deifts, than the New Teftament ? They 
will at lead own, that none of their party have 
ever appeared the advocates for an auftere moral- 
ity. 

But here is a religion which declares open war, 
and irreconcilable enmity with every evil difpofi- 
tion in the human heart. It tolerates none : it 
denounces an anathema againft all. Of the mod 
odious fins, difobedience to parents, dilhonefty, in- 
juftice, murder, and adultery, it fpeaks with ab- 
horrence : it fays they ought not even to be named 
among chriftians. But this is not all: itdefcends 
into the heart; it puts forth its hand and plucks 
out every root of bitternefs, which fpringing up, 
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would poUute the foul, and defile the life. Many 
principles \yhich the world approves, as ambition, 
the eager purfuit of wealth, fondnefs for pleafure, 
pride, envy^ revenge, contempt of others, emula- 
tion, the gofpel condemns. Thefe the world con- 
iiders on many occafions to be harmlefs, in fome 
commendable: chriftianity condemns them all, in 
every form and degree. It forbids the indulgence 
of them even in thought; and commands the de- 
lire to be ftrangled in its birth. Neither the 
hands, the tongue, the head, nor the heart, muft 
be guilty of one iniquity. However much the 
world may applaud the heroic ambition of one, the 
love of glory in another, the fuccefsful purfuits of 
affluence in a- third, the high-minded pride, the 
glowing patriotifm which would compel all the 
neighbouring nations to bow the neck, the fteady 
purfuit of revenge for injuries received, and a fo- 
vereign contempt of the rude and ignoble vulgar; 
chriftianity condemns them all, and enjoins the dif- 
ciples of Jefus to crucify them without relu&.ince, 
and without delay. Not one is to be fpared, though 
dear as a right-eye, for ufe or pleafure; or even ne-> 
ceflary as a right-hand for defence or labour. 
While the gofpel infifts on the deftru&ion of evil 
principles, the exercife of thefe oppofite difpofi- 
tions, humility, contentment, meeknefs, charity, 
forgivenefs, perfe&ion, is ftri&ly enjoined. As a 
fpecimen, read tlie words of the book itfelf. Matt. 
v. 43, 44, 45, 48. u Ye have heard that it hath 
been faid, Thou fhalt love thy neighbour, and 
hate thine enemy t but I fay unto you, love your 
enemies, blefs them that curfe you, do good to 
them that hate you, and pray for them which de- 
fpitefully ufe you, and perfecute you ; that ye may 
be the children of your father in Heaven: for he 
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maketh his fun to rife on the evil and on the good , and 
fendeth rain on the juft and on the unjuft. Be ye 
therefore perfedl, even as your Father, which is in 
Heaven is perfedt," Rom. xii. 20, 21. <c Dearly 
beloved, avenge not yourfelves : but if thine enemy 
hunger, feedhim; if he thirft, give him drink: for 
in fo doing thou (halt heap coals of fire upon his 
head. Be not overcome of evil ; but overcome evil 
with good.* ' I Peter, iii. 9. " Not rendering evil 
for evil, or railing for railing; but, contrariwife 
blefling ; knowing that ye are thereunto called, that 
ye (hould inherit a blefling." 

What a fyftem of oppofition to evil, and of the 
pureft goodnefs is here ! To what fource fball we 
trace it? From beneath, fuch divine fentiments 
cannot come. Nor do they grow on earth: They 
fpring not from the human heart; for no fuch feeds 
have been fown there. Will it be thought unrea- 
fonable if I fhould fay, cc They muft have come 
down from Heaven?*' 



SECTION IV. 



Men never get before the New Teftament. 

For centuries paft, the world has been in a#ate 
of gradual improvement, which is ftill increafing 
with accelerated rapidity. Ancient ages, even the 
moft renowned, we have far outftripped in every 
ufeful fcience; and by means of modern difcovcr- 
ies, their moft famous books are found extremely 
deficient. Within the limits of the eighteenth 
century, this has been remarkably the cafe. How 
many treatifes regarded as mafter-pieces, at the 
beginning, were looked upon as antiquated, before 
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-the end; When we confider the intenfe applica- 
tion of thoufandsof enlightened and highly culti- 
vated minds, all in queft of new difcoveries, and all 
endeavouring to improve ou what was written be* 
fore, we (hall not wonder at this advancement. 

We are naturally led to inquire, how it is in rer 
ference to religion, and whether the New Tefta* 
ment ftands its ground. A full proportion of 
learned men have applied themfelves to the fludy 
of the principles of religion and morals, and to 
thofe fciences connected with them, which have 
refpedt to moral obligation and privilege. But 
have any of them outftripped the New Teftament, 
as the moderns have outftripped the ancient Phi- 
lofophers ? Have they found out any part of the 
chara&er of God which it does not difplay ; or any 
duty which it does not inculcate? — No : after all 
their refearches, and with all the additional know- 
ledge of eighteen centuries, they have not moved 
a ftep before it. Nay, they may perceive the New 
Teftament is ftill before them. 

In thefe latter times, many conceive that con- 
fiderable progrefs has been made in the knowledge 
of that part of morals which refpedts individual, 
and domeftic, but efpecially national relations. 
After having viewed thefe pretentions, which pro- 
fefs to have their bafis fixed on the principles of 
eternal juftice, let us turn to the New Teftament, 
and examine if thefe men have outftripped //. 
But we find there all thefe noble fentiments, the 
force and extent of which were not perceived be- 
fore, that are applicable to what is good ia them, 
and to thofe things which are really improvements ; 
and countenancing and enjoin them by the fpirit 
of the gofpel. Is it not aftonifbing, that whenever 
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any ufeful difcovery in moral fcience has been 
made, it is found that the New Teftament contains 
it, though unnoticed before? This has been the 
cafe from century to century : it is fo (till : and, 
no doubt, there are many divine principles of mo- 
rals in this book, which the progrefs in knowledge, 
of this and future ages, will enable men to per- 
ceive. 

But whence comes this peculiar quality? The 
vaft comprehenfive knowledge of the Spirit of 
God who indited it, can alone be afligned as a rati- 
onal, and fatisfa&ory caufe. If chriftianity had 
been the invention of men, it would have fhared 
the fate of all other fyftems of the like origin: 
The improvements of modern times would have 
left it far behind. 

This has been the cafe with all the pagan reli- 
gions. A perfon in the prefent age, who had writ* 
ten on theological fubje&s, though of moderate 
abilities, inftead of confidering it as a compli- 
ment, would think himfelf grofsly infulted, if you 
were to lay to him, <c I admire your book : your 
ideas of God and religion are fully oh a level with 
the Grecian mythology, the Indian Shatters, and 
the fyftem of Confucius." Nor would he think 
that juftice was done him, unlefs it were granted, 
that he had furpaffed the Koran of Mahomet, in 
his reprefentations of truth and duty. But the 
plain illiterate fifhermen, publicans, and tent-ma- 
kers of Judeaand Galilee, after the lapfe of eigh- 
teen centuries, are ftill mailers in religion and 
morals. No man in all that time has ftepped one 
foot before them.— Let thofe who will not allow 
that they were taught of God, affign a fatisfa&ory 
reafon for their pre-eminence. 
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SECTION V. 

The fulnefs of the New Teftament. 

The world is filled with books, and great numbers 
of them are excellent. How many men of the firft 
talents have written admirably on the fubjedt of 
religion! Every age can boa ft of irs celebrated 
authors who have confecrated themfelves to the 
inftru&ion of mankind. I have read many of them 
with pleafure and improvement: but I find, that, 
when I have gone through them three or four 
times, I have gained all their ideas. In fpite of me 
they become flat and uninterefting, and I am ob- 
liged to lay them a tide; for I can no longer read 
them with pleafure. 

But the New Teftament forms an exception to 
this rule.> I have read many parts of it, hundreds 
of times; and can read them again to-morrow, 
with equal relifli as at firft. Whenever I perufe 
it with ferious attention, I difcover fomething new; 
and the more attentively and devoutly I do fo, I 
difcover the more: and new ideas fpring out of the 
words and fubjedt, and enrich my mind. Betides* 
I am never weary of reading it: It prefents hew 
charms tome every day; and like bread made of 
the fined of the wheat, it is always agreeable to the 
tafte. The more I read, the more I love it: and 
the more intimate my acquaintance, the ftronger 
is my affeftion for it. I have my favourite authors 
on religion; and I frequently perufe them. They 
are men of genius, learning, and piety. But they 
are only children, in comparifon of the fiftiermen 
of Galilee: and I find a fulnefs and fweetnefs in 
their writings, which the others do not poffefs. 
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Whence comes this aftonifliing difference? Af- 
low the New Teftament to be Written by infpira- 
tion; and the reafon will be eafily afligned. The 
Holy Spirit of God, whofe underftanding is in- 
finite, can put fuch a number of ideas into a book, 
as it fhall unfpeakably furpafs the power of mart 
to do, which (hall one after another appear to the 
pious reader, and amply reward his refearches. 
He can likewife fo fill the book with good, as well 
as with truth, that it (hall delight the heart, as 
well as enlighten the mind, and have iuch unde- 
fcribable charms, that it fhall be always fweet, and 
fill the foul with the higheft degree of mental 
pleafure. To thefe caufes I afefibe its aftonifhing 
iulnefs. 

But how will ye who call the New Teftament a 
common book, or a forgery, accotmt for this An- 
gularity? To deny the fa&, will not avail. Th'e 
pbfervation before us has been made by thoufand* 
of perfons, both illiterate, and learned, in every 
age : and againft fuch a mafs of evidence, the as* 
fertion of thofe who have read, merely with a view 
to find fault and to condemn, will not weigh much 
in the balance of impartial reafon. The teftimony 
of bats and owls, to the lovelinefs of the gloom of 
night, and againft the beauty of the light of the 
fun, would not be heard in oppofition to the unani- 
mous declaration of the inhabitants of the earth, 
and of the air, to the contrary. But ought I to 
ufe fuch acomparifon? My deiign is not to irritate, 
but to convince; not to triumph over an enemy, 
but to reclaim a friend and a brother, who, to my 
grief, has gone aftray; and to lead his feet into tha 
way of peace. 
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SECTION VI. 



fbe Scheme of the Divine Government, as reprefinted 
in the New teftament, is vaji and extenfive. 

While the pad and theprefent occupy a certain 
portion of our thoughts and time, it is natural to 
look into futurity, and to conjecture what wilt 
come to pafs. Hoto often has this been the theme 
of the moft ingenious writers! But we obferve iri 
them the attributes of man. Their plans of the 
divine condudt in the regulatifcn of human affairs 
are extremely limited in extent; and they feem in 
hafte for the execution. Beyond a century, or two 
at moft, their vietvs fcarcely ever extend for the 
accomplifhment of their plans : more commonly 
they are comprifed within a ftill narrower fpace. 
They are eager to fee their expectations realized; 
and often place the event within fuch a period, as 
that they may have the fatisfadion of witneflingit. 
How different is the difpofition of the writers 
of the New Teftament! They prefent to us a view 
of the divine government; but the forementioned 
peculiarities are not to be found. The plan em- 
braces a vaft variety of objefts: It advances by 
what we would call very flow degrees: It com- 
rifes within its grafp fome thoufands of years, 
t gives time for every thing. The prophets of 
the Old Teftament allowed four thoufand years td 
ekpfe before the coming of the Mefliah. The 
Apoftles of Chrift aflign twelve hundred and fixty 
years to the dominion of Antichrift, from his rife 
to his fall, — a duration of which, no other clafs 
of men was ever able to bear the thought. After 



f, 



( 66 ) 

this immenfe fpace, chriftianity, they fay, will 
overcome all opposition, and be univerfai on the 
earth. 

How much this fcheme refembles the courfe 
both of the natural and the moral world, muft. be 
obvious to all. Plants fpring gradually from 
feed : trees grow (till more flowly ; and ages pafs 
on before fome of them arrive at maturity. In 
man, as an individual, the progrefs of improvement 
is far from rapid: In communities it is ftill flower. 
How many centuries roll on, before a nation paffes 
from a barbarous ftate to a high degree of civiliza- 
tion. — It muft be allowed to be, at leaft, an extra- 
ordinary circumftance, that the New Teftament 
Ihould, in this refpedt, differ fo materially from all 
other books ; and that it fhould, at the fame time, 
fo perfe&ly accord with the a&ual ftate of the 
divine government. The degree of weight in it 
is fubmitted to the consideration of the reader. 



SECTION VII. 



The Appearance and Tendency of the Moral World con- 
firm the Principles of Chriftianity. 

There is a pleafing concord in the operations of 
the Supreme Being. The Governor of the world 
will not adt contrary to its Creator; nor the Bene- 
fadlor of the human race, to the Governor of the 
univerfe. If chriftianity be a religion from God, 
it will correfpond with the works of God, and ap- 
pear in harmony with his Government of the 
world. Sir Isaac Newton framed a fyftem of Phi- 
lofophy, and recorded the laws of nature, as writ- 
ten by the finger of God, upon the broad tables of 
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the heavens and the earth. After the lapfe of a 
century, the motions of the celeftial bodies, and 
the various operations and revolutions which he 
defcribed, correfpond with his fyftem. This cor- 
refpondence is confidered as an evidence of its pro- 
bability, fome will fay, of its certain truth. In 
like manner fhould the ftate, order, and tendency 
of things in the moral world, correfpond with the 
gofpel of Chrift, will it not ftrongly evince the 
probability of its being, what it profefles to be, 
fc of divine authority ?•• Eighteen centuries have 
clapfed fince its promulgation; and we may fearch 
in the full treafures of experience, with a certainty 
of finding either an evident confutation of its pre- 
tenfions, or a ftrong prefumption of its truth. 

Chriftianity profeflTes to be the true religion. 
True religion is the art of happinefs taught by God 
himfelf. Chrift fays that c< the weary and heavy- 
laden (hall find in him reft to their fouls; and that 
his yoke is eafy, and his burden is light." Matt, 
xi. 28 — 30. He likewife promifes an unceafing 
happinefs, as the certain accompanimdht of in- 
creafing attention to his gofpel, and conformity 
to his will, and imitation of his example. Of the 
truth and reality of this, chriftians are indeed the 
only competent judges. They find wifdom's ways 
to be ways of pleafantnefs, and her paths peace; 
and their happinefs to be augmented in proportion 
to their activity in glorifying God, and doing good 
to men. — But even to the enemies of the gofpel 
we can here appeal, as they are able to give their 
teftimony, which likewife iflues in its favour. You 
can perceive that integrity of heart and life, that 
the performance of relative duties, and, in a more 
eminent degree, that philanthropy, actively en- 
gaged in leffening the miferies, and augmenting 
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the enjoyments of all around, brings with it a con- 
fiderable degree of felicity. Did you but know 
the working of humility, ofmeeknefs, of gentle* 
nefs, of forgivenefs of injuries, of love to the fouls 
of men, and, above all, of love to God and the Re- 
deemer; and did you feel the energy and good- 
nefs of the principles of the gofpel, from which 
they flow, you would readily acknowledge that the 
religion of Jefus produces in the foul the higheft 
meafure of happinefs which is to be enjoyed on 
earth. — The other part of the argument is more 
plain: difregard of religion, or, in other words, 
wickednefs, is followed by mifery. Every evil 
difpolition has a fting which pierces the heart : and 
the indulgence of vicious paflions (trips the foul of 
real enjoyment. Pride, avarice, fenfuality, hatred, 
malice, envy, revenge, and forgetfulnefs of God, 
are all enemies to the felicity of man: They rob 
the foul of tranquillity, and they fill it with un- 
eafinefs and diftrefs. 

In proportion to the degree of goodnefs, or of 
wickednefs, is the degree of happinefs, or of 
mifery which men feel. The winged adlivity df 
the difciple of Jefus, in adoring his God and Sa- 
viour, and doing good to men enlarges the fpirit 
of piety and benevolence, gives a higher relifti to 
the pleafure of conferring benefits, and renders 
him more blefled in his deed/ On the other 
hand, the more a man increafes in wickednefs, the 
more miferable he grows. His evil paflions boil 
over in his words and adtions, and make all who 
are around him wretched : but his own foul feels 
the torment moll. 

The tendency of thefe, both as to the years of 
life which are to come, and likewife to a future 
ftate, is juft the fame. " Light is fownfor the 
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righteous; and gladnefs for the upright in heart." 
<c But there is no peace to the wicked/' Still 
brighter profpedls are prefented to the chriftian, 
as he advances in the path of faith and holinefs; and 
confirm the declaration, that " the path of thejuft 
is as the morning light, which fhineth more and 
more unto the perfed: day." The continued ren- 
tency of an increafe of happinefs till death, gives 
the higheft probability of a (till greater acceflion 
in a future date. On the other hand, nothing is 
more evident than that wickednefs prefents no 
other profpect, but that of being wretched both 
here and hereafter. The flave of vice till old age, 
becomes a perfecft demon; and he is fit for nothing 
but the mifery of a another world, which the gos- 
pel defcribes as the punilhment of thofe who re- 
jedl the Saviour. 

If we extend our views from the individual to the 
community, we find cc that righteoufnefs exalteth a 
nation;" and that fin is its difgrace and ruin. 
The prevalence of pure religion in its principles 
and acts, promotes the public welfare in the 
higheft degree, diffufes focial felicity far and wide, 
and tends to a continual increafe. While, on the 
other hand, a disregard and oppofition to religion, 
which is but another name for wickednefs, is pro- 
ductive of the worft of evils to a kingdom; it 
leffens the people's enjoyment; and tends to a 
conijant accumulation of mifery. The deep laid 
plans of unrighteous policy, which promife the 
mod extenfiveand lafting advantages, prove unfub- 
ftantial as the fpider's web, become a fource of 
bitternefs to the contrivers, and iffue in national 
diftrefs and calamity. Thefe are laws of nature, 
or fhall we not rather fay, of the Supreme Ruler, 
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-which confirm by their execution, the revelation of 
Jefus Chrift; and difplay the effedts and confe- 
quences of his religion. 

There is a ftill more extenfive tendency in the 
divine government, which, as belonging to the 
prefent fubjedl, ought not to pafs unnoticed. The 
gospel fpeaks of the melioration of the ftate 6f 
mankind, which after a lapfe of ages is to be pro- 
duced by the influence of its principles and pre- 
cepts. By appearances in the moral world, thefe 
hopes are cherilhed and confirmed. The man 
who will compare the prefent ftate of fociety in 
England, in Holland, and in France, with that 
which fubfifted in them about three hundred years 
ago, will perceive a moll rapid progrefs: and the 
vaft machine is moving with accelerated fpeed. 
There are principles now budding in the minds of 
the difciples of Chrift, which are producing plans 
of a<5tive benevolence, in order to advance the firft 
and beft interefts of the human race; principles 
which, when the fruit is brought to maturity, will 
change the face of the world, and introduce the 
reign of reafon and Qf love, and give happinefs to 
mankind ; becaufe they introduce the reign of God, 
and of his Chrift, over the fouls of men. 

The coincidence between the government of the 
world, and the Chriftian religion, in fo many va- 
ried points of view; and the agreement between the 
appearances and tendency of the former, and the 
declarations and effect of the latter, are conlider- 
ations not unworthy of the notice of thofe who are 
examining, .with impartiality and care, the evi- 
dences of the New Teftamcnt. 



( 7i J 



SECTION VIII. 



the Manner in which the New tfejlament addrejffes Menl 

Here, as in many other points, the book is emi- 
nently lingular. In men who had no intercourfc 
with the great world, we might expect to find ei- 
ther an admiration of the rich and powerful, or a 
diflike of them, and a partiality for people of 
their own rank. But nothing of this is to be feen. 
— We fcarcely find a writer who has not his partiali- 
ties : one is a fycophant of the great, and a defpifer 
of r he poor: another hates the great, and makes 
his court to the multitude, that he may gain their 
favour. Some pay homage to the learned, and treat 
the ignorant with contempt : others take the con- 
trary fide. Country and religion have a powerful 
influence on men's fentiments, and on their man- 
ner of fpeakingof perfons and things. Both Jew- 
ifh and Gentile writers furnifh remarkable inftances 
of this, each in an oppofite way. 

But here is a perfedt exception to thefe modes 
of writing. The whole human race is always con-? 
fidered in the New Teftament as one great family. 
The apoftles view man as an immortal being: This 
is the light in which he constantly appears. The 
different conditions of life fink into nothing in 
comparifon of this more illuftrious rank. The 
only reafon why they notice the various ftations in 
civil fociety is to remind men of the duties of 
thefe ftations, and to guard them againft the temp- 
tations to which they are expofed. This is peculi- 
arly the cafe as to perfons in the moft axalted con- 
dition, the temptations of whjch, they reprefent as 
the ftrongeft of any;, they therefore- kindly entreat 
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them to watch againft their influence with the 
utmoft care: and at the fame time, they frankly 
reprehend their abufe of the bleflings of their 
condition. If they fpeak favourably of the 
poor, it is to confole them, becaufe their temp- 
tations are not fo ftrong, and to point out thofe x 
advantages in their lot which they are apt to over- 
look. But in all the grand concerns of human 
nature they view men as equals: they fpeak to 
them as brethren: they envy not the great: they 
defpife not the poor: they addrefs all with digni- 
ty and affedtion. There is indeed one marked 
difference which they ever maintain, and never 
in any one inftance, lofe fight of for a moment. 
But it arifes from nothing external : it is that 
which takes place between the righteous and the 
wicked.— Such greatnefs of mind as this, which 
overlooks all worldly^diftin&ion; which attaches 
dignity to man as immortal, and excellence to 
man as good, and meannefs only to man as wicked; 
found in illiterate men, ^nd found in all the writers 
of the New Tcftament, will be allowed to have 
fome weight, when thrown into the fcale which 
contains the evidences 6f chriftianity. 



SECTION IX. 



fbe Harmony of the Writers of the New T eft amen t. 

Disagreement among perfons who contribute 
each a part towards the compilation of a volume,, 
infers the certain deftru&iort of its claims to divine 
infpiration. Harmony is abfolutely neceffary : 
arid where it is found, efpecially in fo extehfive a 
manner, ^nd in fo many different points of view,. 
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and in matters fo various and complicated, it fur- 
nifties a prefumptive argument in favour of its claim. 

The firft thing which we are led to enquire, is, 
What harmony fubfifts between the gofpel and 
natural religion? On the mod accurate examination 
it will be found, that there is not one principle in 
the latter, which the former does not advance, and 
confirm. Could the Deift find oppofition here, he 
might juftly triumph: But he can produce none. 
The concord is without an exception, as to prin- 
ciples, precepts, defires, wants, and expectations. 
The gofpel is indeed fuller, and reveals many 
things which the other does not contain. But 
this is naturally to be expected in a revelation 
made for the ufe of guilty and depraved creatures, 
•who need a remedy beyond the power of natural 
religion to provide. 

Another part of the fubjedt is.the harmony of 
this book with the Old Teftdment, which is to. be 
considered as the firft volume of the w:ork, and fo 
clofely interwoven with it, as to be incajpable of 
reparation without a material injury to Jbottu 
Wheii a book is entirely the produAiori of one 
man, the harmony is more eafy: where many are 
concerned in writing it, the difficulty is increrafed. 
When the perfons live in different ages, in differ- 
ent countries, in different conditions and employ- 
ments, and in different ftates of fociety; a differ- 
ence of ideas and fentiments on many fujbjedts, 
efpecially the higheft and moft comprehenfive, is 
the natural refult: and harmony, if it be found, 
rrtay be confidered as very remarkable. There are 
cafes where art could not poflibly produce it. For 
example, where the' earlier writefs not only look 
back to what is paft, but likewife predidl what is 
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to come, andpublifh theinftitution of ceremonial 
rites, which are to meet with their accomplishment 
in a following difpenfation that they are defigned 
to prefigure, collufton becomes impoffible : and 
harmony is no wife to be accounted for, but by 
fuppofing a divine interpofition and infpiration of 
the writers. 

Such is the harmony to be found between the 
.penmen of the Old Teftament and of the New. 
They were men of different ages, countries, and 
ftations. They wrote . on the moft difficult fub- 
jedta They had all, olrteplan in view. Each ad- 
ded fomething as his part. The latter fill up what 
the former had fketched out: and both volumes 
confirm each other by their agreement, and exact- 
ly correfpond to each other. What merits parti- 
cular notice, the moft ingenious and complicated 
part came firft, the fimpleft and eafieft, laft; that 
it might be feeh , that artifice is not. neceflary tQ 
makethe fyftems fit, and fit in a,way which no 
hurrian ingenuity could have devifed. The agree- 
jment is not in one point only, but in hundreds; 
fo that the harmony between the predidions, types, 
facrifices and purifying rites of the Old Teftament; 
and theperfon,.office, kingdom, and benefits of the 
Meffiah, iji whom they had their accomplifhment, 
can be confidered in no other light, than as the 
^ffeft of deep defign, and anextenfiye premeditated 
plan. a So remarkable has this appeared to fome 
oppofers of chriftianity, that they have aflerted 
that the books of prophecy were compofed after 
the predicted events took place.. But the anti- 
quity . of the Old Teftament refts on fo firm a 
foundation, that „the man who would attempt to 
fhake it, would find all; his efforts vain. 

Among the different writers of the New Tefta^ 
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ment, and its different parts > the hai-mony is equally- 
clear and pleating. Not to infift on that between 
the evangelifts, where the coincidence may be 
expe&ed to be more evident, there is an agree- 
ment in things which are apparently more inci- 
dental, and where a collufion is not fo readily 
thought of, nor fo eafily effe&ed. The Utters to the 
chriftian focieties* which make a part of the New 
Teftament, are clofely conne&ed with the a<5ls of 
the apoftles, which may be called its eccleliafticaL 
hiftory ; and are in a manner formed upon it. In 
thefe letters very frequent allufions are made to 
events in" the hiftory.. The allufions are fo many, 
fo minute, fo incidental, fo much depending oh 
circumftances which had occurred, and fo natu- 
rally arifing out of the fubjecSi:, that no art of man 
could produce agreement in fuch a multitude of 
things, if either the letters, or the hiftory of both 
were forgeries. Had the tetters been forged, we 
might expedt to find them Couched in general 
terms, and cautiouily avoid the mentioning of 
every particular which could lead to a difedvery. 
But nothing can be more dire&ly cppojtte. They 
are full of bufinefs. They are continually urging 
fome ferious and ufeful topic. They are making 
frequent references to particular focieties, perfons, 
places, things, and events. While thefe furniih a 
convincing internal proof that they are genuine, 
the agreement of the references in them with^the 
hiftory, giv^s additional ftrength to the evidence, 
that they are what they profefs to be. 

There is another branch of this harmony which 
fhould not pafs unnbticed. The writers both of 
the New Teftament; and of the Ota, have occafion 
to advert to the bijiory of aber nations, and to 
record circumftances arifing "from their con- 
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nedHon with the Jews, or with the chriftians. 
This is done without the. remoteft appearance 
of art or defign. However unimportant at 
firft fight this m^y feern, it enters fo deeply 
both into the knowledge and veracity of the per- 
fons, that impofture could not efcape detection. 
But no fuch charge can be adduced: for whenever 
a reference is made in the New Teftament to the 
affairs of furrounding countries, profane hiftory 
confirms the credibility of the facred writers, and 
fandllons their claims of being men of truth and 
integrity. 

The harmony juft difplayed in its various bear- 
ings, is not that of falfe witnefles who have learned 
their leflbn; but of honeft men, who relate what 
they faw and knew, each in his own way, and what 
particularly ftruck him: Frequently one men- 
tions one circumftance of an adtion or event, and 
another, another. This is not the harmony of 
men who combine to deceive the human race. 

If in a book of fuch extent there be fome ap- 
parent contradictions, it is nothing more than we 
have reafon to expedh But a confiderablc part 
of them will vanifli, by granting what an impar- 
tial reader cannot well refufe, that in an ancient 
book, fo long, and fo often copied, there will be 
errors of tranfcribers, efpecially with refpeft to 
the names of perfons and places, and to chrono- 
logical computations. For when we find writers 
accurate in things of greater moment, and greater 
difficulty, it is but fair to argue that they could 
not have erred in matters comparatively eafy : 
and to charge the fault on them, and not on the 
tranfcribers, is unworthy of that candour which 
fhould diftinguifh the liberal mind. \ 

To the progrefs of knowledge, and the ap~ 
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plication of it to the ftndy of fhe facredfcriptures, 
wc are indebted for fatisfadiory anfwers to other 
objections againft the harmony of its ji>arts. While 
there are fome things in the works of creation, and 
in the moral government of God, which difplay 
the divine perfections with the brightnefs of de- 
monftration, there are others which feem in direct 
oppofition to their exiftence and exercife. But 
however contradidtorv thefe may feem to be, wc 
are certain, and Deifts will own, it is but in ap- 
pearance, and cannot be fo in reality: and the 
difcoveries which have been made in fcience have, 
in many inftahces, reconciled the difficulties to 
6Ur perfed fatisfa&ion. This is precifely the cafe 
as to divine revelation, which bears in this, as in 
other reipedte, a clofe analogy to the other works 
of God, By profound inveftigation, by the collation 
of manufcripts, by more perfedt knowledge of 
eaftern manners, by a more thorough acquaintance 
with hiftory, by improvements in facred criticifm, 
and by attention to occurring events, many diffil 
culties and apparent contradictions have been re- 
moved; ahd the harmony rendered clear as the 
light of day. If iome difficulties ftill remain, view 
them as you do thofe of creation and providence 1 ; 
and they will form no obftacle to the reception of 
the gofpel. There is little doubt, but that, like 
the others, with increafing knowledge and the 
light of events, they alfo will be difpelled, 

Thofe who deny the truth and divinity of the 
Chriftian religion, (for they are clofely allied,) will 
find it extremely difficult on their hypothecs, to 
account for the various analogies, and the compli- 
cated harmonies which have been juft prefented to 
their vieV. Let them have but their due weight 
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T n the inv?$iga tion of the fubj i&> and the writer 
defire* no more. 
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CHAPTER Uh 

• * 

OJ THE' ^IDENCI FOR THE DWNfc AUTHORITY OF 
1 THE NEW TESTAMENT, ARISING FRONT ?HE TES-' 
~ .fl^ONY OF THE APOSTLES. 

Some fubjects are capable of being rendered certaiii 
by mathematical demand ratipn: others, which are 
of ftill greater importance to the happirtefs o| 
mankind, admit only of moral evidence, or the 
evidence of teftimony. This is the cafe with re- 
fys& to all hiftorical fadts, and the adminiftration 
of Juftice in every form. This evidence of tefti4 
ipnpny refts on a certain moral order, which gives 
inability to reafoning, and renders things as certaiii 
as by any other kind of proof. That there is fuch 
a city as Rome I am as fully convinced, as that the 
three angles of a triangle are equal to two right 
angles. Yet I never faw Rome: I reft on the tefti-* 
iriony of others. But I think my own mind a$ 
likely to be rniftaken in its operations in pafling 
from one link in the chain of mathematical 
cjemohftration to another, as that the moral evi- 
dence on which I found my belief, (hould be falfe* 
On what does this certainty reft? It refts on that 
moral order which has juft been mentioned^ 
Wherein it confifts (hall be briefly fhewn; and it 
will' form a proper avenue to the 'field of testi- 
mony. . , 

In the natural worl&God has eftablifhed a certain 
order of things which I perceive uniformly takes 
place; — as the viciffitudw of day and night, the 
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power of attra<5tion, and gravitation* Hence I am 
enabled to judge with certainty concerning, the 
phenomena of nature. But is there not a fimilar 
order in the rtioral world; and are there not laws 
eftablifhed, from the knowledge of which we may 
determine, though riot with abfolute certairity, yet 
with fuch a degree of precifion as will anfwer fuf- 
ficiently for dire&ing our judgement in matters of 
teftimony?^This is of ftill greater imporranq-e than 
the other; we may therefore expedt, it with confi- 
dence, '*..-. 

There are certain general principles in the hu- 
man heart to which all have regard in the coridudl 
of life; fuch as the purfuit of happinefs, the defire 
of honour, and a fenfe of favours beftowed, and 
many others. Befides thefe,. fpme peculiar prin- 
ciples of a&ionarife from the different charadters 
of men, one of which is a predominant or govern- 
ing principle which adts gs the" mail) fpring of 'the 
rational machine; and directs, the'eondudt, arid re- 
gulates the life. I obferve one man eminently 
pious: a thoufarid inftances of love to God arid man 
\ blaze forth in his life. A fecond whom I know,- is 
the (lave of ambition: I have traced the paflion in. 
his, heart from his earlieft years : it has growji with 
.his growth, . I am acquainted with a third, who 
is under the abfolute dominion of avarice: the 
only bufinefs of his life is to poffefs. "There > is 
another, whom I have , obferved with attention : 
he is the votary ofpleafurc s and he has followed it 
as a trade for many years : The indulgence of all 
his appetites, and feniua! paflions, appears t<> be 
the fole end pf ; his exjftence. There is an old 
friend with whom I have had dealings for many 
years; and have always found to be a manpf #er- 
ling and tried integrity $ he may be tjufted with 
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untold gold. His oppofite neighbour is an arrant 
cheats he will deceive and defraud whenever it is 
in his power. i 

From the knowledge we acquire of fuch cha- i 

radters, enlarged by the numerous leffons of his- ' 

tory, we can judge, with tolerable accuracy, what J 

men will do- Is an eminent example difplayed of 
moderation of wiflies. and contentment with a 
little? No one fays "Alexander, or Caefar was the 
man." If we are informed of' prifoners being 
treated with unparalleled cruelty, we do npt fus- 
pedt Mr. Howard. Do we hear of a courfe of re- 
markable felf r government as to appetites and pas- 
lions? Every one exclaims, c * It is neither Nero 
nor Heliogabalusr" If we read of a robbery,; ac- 
companied with a (hocking murder, in the dead 
of night, laid to ttiq charge of Socrates or Epidletusj 
we throw the book away with indignation, and cry, 
cc the charge is falfe." Every one can ealily en- 
large the lift of examples. v 

Thefe general, and efpeclally thefe diftinguifh- ; 

ing and peculiar principles which bear fway in the . 

hearts of men, conftitute that moral order whit h? 

enables us to form a judgment of human condu<£h 

In the common affairs of life, and in things of the 

greateft importance to our prefent happinefs, 

we are guided by the rules of this moral order, 

to decide what particular perfons will do, and 

what meafures they will adopt: and we thereby 

acknowledge its exiftence, and its certainty. 

— Will it not be equally applicable to the 

fyftem of chriftianity, and the teftimony of the 

apoftles? It certainly is; for we are to proceed 

here by the very fame rules of reafoning, and the 

fame kind of evidence, as in other things which 

depend on teftimony. Let the impartial reader. 
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who is in fearch of truth, keep this conftantly in 
.view: and thep let ,him confider, what kind of 
men the witnefles of Jefus were; and what degree 
of credit is due to the teftimo&y which they ad- 
duce, 

* 

SECTION L 



*tbe Quality and Numfor of this fVitnefles. 

What office can be conceived more important to 
the happinefs of mankind, than that of the per- 
fons who were t6 be the witneffes of Jefus, and to 
teftify his divine mi ffion to the world. The choice 
Jrefted with Hirtifelf. Had he felefted them from 
the rabbis, and fcribes,and chief priefts, it might 
have been fufpe&ed, that there was a defign, by 

' means of human learning, to impofe upon man- 
kind. By the choice which was made, this fuf- 
picion is avoided. Chrift called men from the 
ordinary employments of the mafs of fociety. As 
to their moral improvements and character, they 
appear to have been plain, ferious, good men, who 
had read the Old Teftament with confiderable au 
tention, and were well acquainted with its contents. 
By the mouth of two or three witneffes every end 
of teftimony is fully anfwered. But the matter to 

^ be teftified here, was uncommon: and therefore 
Chrift employed a much greater number. He 
called twelve. This will be allowed to be ample. 

: If two or three may be fufpedted of artifice, and 
may be able to unite in publifhing a falfehood, it 
is difficult for twelve to do fo. At the fame time 
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their union in bearing teftimonyy will ftreogth 
the weight of the evidence. 

The perfons chofen had the beft opportunities pi 
underftanding what they were to teftify. Chrift 
admitted them into his family. They lived with 
him upwards of three years. He favoured them ; 

with his moft intimate friendfhip; and they had a 
perfedl knowledge of his character, difpofition, the 
a&ions of his life, his death, and all the wondrous ^ 
fcenes which followed, till they at laft beheld him 
afcend to heaven. Nothing was kept fecret from 
them ; and there was no referve. The Grecian 
Philofophers had their efoteric, and their exoteric 
dodrines. Mahomet pretended a revelation from 
heaven, to prevent a muffulman from entering his 
habitation, except when requcfted by himfelf. No- 
thing like thefe is to be found in Jefus. He was j 
acceflible at every hour. His difciples faw the 
whole of his behaviour* and heard the whole of 
his dodrine. They lived with him on terms of the | 
greateft, yet moft refpe&fui intimiacy: fo that 
never men had fairer opportunities of knowing 
any matter, than were presented to the apoftles, of 
knowing every thing relative to the chara&er and 
million of Jefus Chrift. 

r , ' 

I 

SECTION li. 



* , » 

Their Qualifications for bearing Tejlimcny to Chrifi* 

In thofe who appear to give their, teftimbny in 
matters of importance, we have a right to Jook 
for two things; capacity and integrity. Let us 
examine if they are to be found in thefe men. : 
A moderate portion of intelleft will befufficient 
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ifi rhc prefent cafe. The thingto b€ teftifr'ed . W 
not a matter ofabftrufe fpeculation; but a collec- 
tion of fafts, on which fome plain principles, na- 
turally refulting from them* are founded. What 
tneafure of capacity a man poflefles, nothing- Will 
more plainly difcover, than his writing of a book. 
The witnefles of Jefus have done this: and the 
New Teftament will convince every one, that 
there was no defeft of underftanding to difqualify 
them for the office. 

But the heart muft be found, as well as the 
head. Integrity is abfolutely neceflary to ren- 
der a teftimony credible ; and is indeed the chief 
thing. To a candid inquirer, who will giv<i every 
circumftance its due weight, it muft be evident, 
that if words in unpremeditated fpeech,or in writ- 
ing ; if a long courfe of actions and fufferings can 
demonftrate integrity, never were there on earth 
more upright men thai? tjie apoftles of Jcfus Chrifh 
--But fometimes, wh«€ men, h*ve appeared to 
poffefs a good underftanding and unqueftionable 
integrity, they have* been fo entirely under the in-, 
flueoce of enthvftafm, as to become the fenfeleft 
dupes of an over-heated imagination, and of ' in- 
toxicated pafliorrs. Though therefore the apoftles 
fhould not be impoftors, yet if they be Entbuftafts* 
it renders their teftimony of no avail. The re- 
mark is juft; but it does not apply. Confult the 
records of their lives: alliswifdom and fobernefs. 
Add to this, the ftudy of their writings: there is 
no enthufiafm there: a found judgement appears 
from beginning to end. The fubjeft is the higheft 
that can employ the mind; but We find no wild 
flights 6i imagination. There are paflages which 
fcxprefs theifioft vigorous energies of the foul, and 
all the ardour of the flrongeft affection: but the 
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fubjefr lays^ fufficieqt foundation for them; and 
then, rapture is reafon, not enthufiafm. Indeed, 
an enemy to chriftianity, if he have, one fpark of 
candour remaining in his bread* muft juftify them, 
from the charge.* 

SECTION III. 



fbeir Sincerity, and perfonal CcnviBhn of. the Truth 

of their Teftimony. 

From the manner of a perfon's converfation, or 
writing/ fagacious men can judge with a'confidera- 
Wedegreeof accuracy, whether he is in earneft or 
not* No book has been perufed with fo much at- 
tention as the New Teftament, both by friends and 
foes. One deftgn, at leaft, of the enemies, has 
been to fpy out faults. Infincerity and deceit are 
the greateft. But what difcoveries have they 

* The apoJlles % unlefs they realty believed what they 
Jo often afferted, concerning the refurreilion of Cbrift, 
aould not be entbufiafts* If they ftole bis dead body, as 
the foldiers affcrted, the very a£l muft bave cured them of 
antbufiaJvK It it remained in the gKgvc, frauds and 
not enthufiafm, muft huve publifhed that Jefus was rifen. 
.JBttt their conduct fbtws, that they were convinced that 
he rofe from the dead % and appeared to them after- 
wardS) and afcended to heaven before their eyes. 
JHenee that noble ardour for the' propagation of the 
truth y which animated the whole of their future life* 
Men may call this enthufiafm if they willi but their de- 
portment and writings clearly demon/irate, that they 
were the fart heft of any of the human race from the 
gbara£?er of cnlbufiajis, in the CQtnmon defpicable fenfe 
of the word. 
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made? When Mahomet introduces paflages in the 
Koran, containing a command or permiffion from 
Heaven to multiply his wives, by adding to the 
number thofe on whom he had caft the eye of de- 
fire, and likewife tofeclude them from the fociety 
of thofe whom jealoufy feared ; it requires no 
more than ordinary Tagacity to perceive the fen- 
fual motive. But is there any thing like this 
in the writers of the New Teftament ? Every line 
marks fincere, difinterefted, and honeft men. 
With the utmoft fimplicity they mention their 
•prejudices, their weaknefles, and their faults. The 
higheft tone of fincerity vibrates through the whole 
of the book. There is a conftant abhorrence of 
iniquity, a fenfe of God's prefence and holinefs, 
and a deep and clear view of him as the avenger 
xrfall iniquity. — But their fincerity appears in the 
rwhole tenourof their lives andadtions, in a molt 
remarkable manner. 

SECTION IV. 



7beir Ccnftancy and Perfeverance in bearing Tefiimony. 

All the apoftles flood forth as witnefles to the 
divine miffion of jefus Chrift: and their continu- 
ance in bearing teftimony, year after year, to the 
end of life, carries with it great weight. 

When men firft engage in any remarkable fer*. 
vice, the novelty of the fituation and employment 
may create, for a feafon, a conliderable alteration 
in their thoughts and manners; and, they may for 
a while lay a reftraint upon themfelves. But when 
the impetus has fpent its force, the/ will difplay 
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*heir true chara&er; and we fhall fee what thev 
r eally arc. If they have entered on the work from 
t he mere ardour of a warm imagination, and kind- 
led paflions f or from the eager influence of falfe 
expectations, they will, when their fire is fpent, and 
they find themfelves miftaken in their hopes, quit 
the irkfome fituation, and retire to a more gainful 
or more pleafing employment. Had the apoftle* 
of Chnft formed any plan of worldly enjoyment 
or advantage, they muft have, in a very Ihort fpace 
of time, been completely undeceived. Did am- 
iitkn fwell their hearts? They foon found that 
they had nothing to expeft but degradation in the 
eyes of the world. Were they blinded by ^avarice i 
They fpeedily learnt that they were not on the 
road to wealth. Was it love of cafe and flea/ure 
which animated their hopes ? It was not long be- 
fore they were fully convinced, that thefe were not 
to be found in bearing teftimony to Jefus Chrift. 
But this convi&ion made no alteration in their con- 
duct : it neither led them to throw afide their 
office, nor did it even cool their zeal in the execu- 
tion of it. They went on, with unlhaken con- 
itancy and unabating ardour, to the end of their 
days, in bearing witnefs to their mailer's caufe 
before the world. 

When twelve men, whether as individuals, or 
at the head of a community, unite to propagate an 
impofture, or to execute a plan of falfehood or in- 
juftice, the event is fo uniform, that we may con- 
sider it as a law of the moral world, that however 
amicable and cordial they may be in the beginning, 
they will in the progrefs of thebutinefs difagree, 
and thwart each other's views: and what com- 
menced with oaths of fecrecy, and vows of perfc- 
verance till the final accomplifhment of the defign, 
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and a glowing affedtion to all concerned in it, it 
arretted in its courfe by jealoufies, envies, hatred, 
mutual accufations, and the falling off of one after 
another and ends in difclofing the black defign, 
and unveiling to the world the hollownefs of their 
hearts. But we perceive nothing of this nature 
among the apoftles of Chrift. The fame teftimony 
which they bore at firft, they bore with their dying 
breath. One of them proved a traitor; but he 
had no.fecrets to tell. cc J have finned/* he cries 
out in agony, cc in that I have betrayed innocent 
blood." Paul and Barnabas had a warm difpute, 
and feparated from each other: but it was to do 
aparr, what they had done together; namely, to 
bear witnefs to the divine miffion of Jefus of Na- 
zareth. A temporary difagreement took place be- 
tween Peter and Paul, but in their heat they have 
no black impofture to bring to light: they have 
no accufation againft the caufe of Chrift. With 
the exception of the unhappy Judas, whofe mourn- 
ful confeffion was full in its favour, conftancy in 
declaring to the world, with afFedlion and fer- 
vour, that Jefus is the Chrift, was the attribute o£ 
all the reft. 

sSECTION V. 



Their Sufferings for the Sake of their Teftimony V 

Had the apoftles not been the men they profefled 
to be, their manner of life muft have been one con- 
tinued fcene of fuffering. To perfons who were 
nourHhing evil paflions in their hearts and panting 
after worldly enjoyments, the conftant mortifica- 
tion to which they fubmitted, and the entire appli* 



Nation of the foul to fpiritual and divine things 
through the whole courfe of their thoughts, and 
words, and anions, muft have betn ah intolerable 
burden. Chriftianity was not like the fy Items of 
the Philofophers, a code of fpeculative opinions, 
which kfc men at liberty to live as they pleafed; 
but it prefcribed a rule of life which directed the 
conduct, temper, and fentiments, even to the very 
thoughts of the heart; and called thtm to be en- 
tirely different from what they were before. No- 
thing hut tie exiftence and power of the piinci-* 
pies of the gofpel on the heart could have rendered 
fuch a life as ihat of the apoftles tolerable, or in 
fad could have produced it. But to them, as be- 
ing filled with the fpirit of their mafter, their re- 
ligion was not an irkfome tafk but their delight: 
* c Ch rift's yoke ttas eafy, and his burden light* 
becaufe they had learned of him who was meek and 
lowly in heart." 

But while in Chrift they had peace, in the world 
they had tribulation, on account of their teftimony, 
Inftead of finding riches, honours, and pleafures 
in the execution of their office, it drew upon them 
the bittereft persecution. Every kind of indignity 
was offered: every kind of injury fuftained. It 
was not in one or two inftances that this took 
placet they found, by painful experience, that no- 
thing elfe was to be expe&ed but aconftant courfe 
of fuffering, while they continued to teftify of 
Chrift that he is the Saviour of the world. A 
brief enumeration of what one of them endured, as 
narrated in his o\vn words, will give us the trueft 
idea of their fituation: cc In ftripes above meafure, 
in prifons frequent, in deaths oft. Of the Jews five 
times received I forty ftripes fave one. Thrice 
was I beaten with rods, once was I ftoned, thricef 
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I fuffered {hip wreck, a night and a day t tiavft 
been in the deep. In journeyings often, in perils 
of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine 
own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in pe- 
rils in the city, in perils in the wilderncfs, in perils 
in the fea, in perils among falfe brethren; in wea- 
rinefs, in watchings often, in hunger and thirft, in 
'fallings often, in cold and nakednefs J* 2 Cor. xi. 
23 — 27. Such was the treatment theapoftles met 
with; but they do not appear at all difconcerted 
or chagrined. Our mafter, they fay, told us of 
this before. " If they have perfecuted me, they 
will alfo perfecute you." John" xv. 20. They 
confider perfecution as a thing of courfe ; and go 
bn in their work with unabated zeal. Amidft their 
fufFerings, love to Chrift and his caufe appears to 
burn whh a more fervid flame. Not one of them 
Who had entered on the warfare after their mafter'S 
death, retires from the field of battle : they all con- 
tinue in it as long as they breathed the breath of 
life. Can we account for their condudt on a fup- 
pofition that they were actuated by impure motives ? 
How much more eafy and natural will it be to allow 
that they were honeft, and good, and faithful mem 

m 

SECTION VL 



Tbeir Martyrdom % as a fealtd their Tejlimony* 

When men die for opinions, it {hows, that they 
are ftrongly attached to them. When perfons of 
found judgment and good fenfe, and in other re- 
fpeds, of moral re&itude do fo, it is a proof that 
they believe the opinions to be true. But it is 

b b 
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proper and neceflary to inquire into the foundation 
of this belief. If it is founded on facts, fads 
which are palpable, numerous, diverfified, impor- 
tant, witneffed to by many who all agree in. the 
report, and where it was morally impoflible they 
could have been impofed on, their martyrdom is to 
be confidered as the final feal of their teftimony. 
Such w^rtyrs were the apoftles of Chrift; and the 
fadts to which they bore teftimony, had all the 
qualities which have been juft enumerated. 

Had Mahomet died afferting the reality of his 
vifit to heaven on the beaft Alborac; and that all 
the ftrange things, which he fays he heard and 
faw, were true; the evidence is fo (lender, that 
the fartheft we could go in affenting to his decla- 
rations is, cc He offer ted it to be a fa&." But when 
twelve men inform us that they lived with Jefus 
upwards of three years, heard his difcourfes, faw his 
miracles, witneffed his death, were in company with 
him many times after his rcfurrection, beheld 
him afcend to heaven, received the Holy Ghoft ac- 
cording to his promife, and were enabled tofpeak 
languages which they had never learnt, to woj-k 
miracles, and heal the lick, and raife the dead, 
(things which they had often performed,) is it 
poflible that they could be- deceived as to the 
reality and certainty of the fadts ? The fhadow of a 
doubt cannot remain. 

There may have been martyrs of pride, who would 
rather fuffer death than give up their fentiments; 
and who fcorned to be compelled to unfay whaC 
they had faid, and to adopt another's creed, and 
caft away their own. There have been numerous 
martyrs of opinion, whofe death proves nothing 
more than their fincerity; and that they believed 
their opinions to be true. How widely do the 
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ipoftles of Chrift differ from both, and rife abovfc 
both. They may be juftly denominated martyrs cf 
facts. In matters of opinion there may be a 
miftake: in matters of abfolute fad, there can 
be none. It is of much weight too, that they 
were not x attached to the belief of thefe fads 
by birth, by the prejudices of education, or by 
their worldly intereft. On the contrary, their 
belief is in oppofition to them all ; and (hocks all 
their former and early fentiments and habits. 
What then but the certainty of the fads can pre- 
fentan adequate caufe for fuch unexampled forti- 
tude, in voluntarily fubm^tting to tortures, and 
the moll cruel death. I call it unexampled forti- 
tude, for it was accompanied with a holy refigna- 
tion to the divine will, an unfhaken truft in God, 
and the livelieft hope of bleflednefs in a future 
ftate; and with the moft ardent benevolence to 
their murderers, exprefling itfelf in the tendered 
pity, in declarations of full forgivenefs, and in fer- 
vent prayers that God would not lay it to their 
charge, but (hew mercy to them, and make them 
good and happy. Can thefe men be impoflors? 
Are they not €f the fervants of the living God, who 
(hew unto us the way of falvation?" 

SECTION VII. 



It could not be the t)ejign of the Afofiles to accomfljh 

a good End by bad Means. 

What has been faid on the teftimony of the apos- 
tles to the divine million ofjefus Chrift, leaves 
but one fuppofition behind: namely, that they had 
contrived among themfelves a religion which they 
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conceived would be in the higheft degree for the 
benefit of mankind ; and in order to procure ka 
readier reception, they pretended that it came from 
God. Hence they were led to invent miracles and 
prophecies becaufe thefe would confer on it greater 
dignity, and give it more the appearance of a divine 
origin. As a ftill greater proof of zeal for the 
fuccefs of their fcheme, they endured the bittereft 
persecution, and devoted themfelves to death in 
its defence; with their laft breath proclaiming it 
true and divine. 

But the fuppofition is diretfly contrary to all 
ideas of moral order. To fay nothing of the in- 
finite improbability of thefe men, indeed of any 
men being able to contrive fuch a religion andfuch 
evidences in its fupport— the apoftles profefs to 
honour God. Their writings and their lives dis- 
play this in every part. They acknowledge God 
to be the avenger of all impofture and deceit ; and 
they reprefent hisdifpleafure as unfpeakably dread- 
ful. They particularly reprobate the maxim/* that 
men may do evil, that good may come," aflerting 
that <c their damnation is juft." And will they ex- 
pofe themfelves to it for nought ? Will they Ipend 
their lives in fufFering, and meet death in ig- 
nominy and torment, merely to offend God by 
their prefumption ? It cannot be : — Some other 
caufe muft be afiigned. 
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CHAPTER W. 

OF THE EVIDENCE FOR. THE DIVIDE AUTHORITY . OF 
THE NEW TESTAMENT, ARISING, FROM SOME AD- 
DITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS, WHICH . FURTHER 
CONFIRM THE TESTIMONY OF THE APOSTLES. 

That the validity of the teftimony of the apoftles 
ihould be firmly eftablifhed,. muft appear to all a 
matter of the laft importance. If the mind has 
caufe of doubt and uncertainty here, other parts of 
the evidence for chriftianity will not beliftened to 
withattention and refpedh The particulars in- 
filled on in the preceding chapter, muft have 
weight with all by whom they areconfidered. But 
there are arguments of an indiredt kind which, ly- 
ing more remote froryi the view of an impoftor, do 
ftill more ftrangly confirm the uprightnefs of the 
rwitnefles of Jefus, and render it utterly improba- 
ble, that it was their intention ,to impofe upon the 
world. The following fe#ians prefent consider- 
ations of this nature: and thefe, wh^n added to the 
xliredt evidence which has beea already adduced, 
give all the affurance of integrity which a candid 
inquirer will afk; at lead, all that is neceflary and 
Sufficient to. carry conviction to an impartial mind. 

SECTION I. 






The Improbability cf the % Jpoftles contriving a new 

Religion. 

In the hiftqry of the world, I bbferve many per- 
fons attempting to impofe v on their fellow crea* 

c c 



tures, in many ways* Of numerous and fatal Im- 
pofitions, religion, alas I |tas been the fruitful 
fourcc : and there is not a fy flem in exiftence which 
has not been employed in this w:y. But to invent 
* religion for the exprefs purpofe, is an infinitely 
more ardoiis tafk, than to make a handle of one al- 
ready formed. Men feel veneration for an old re- 
ligion ; and all that is requifite, is to increafe that 
veneration, and turn it to the advantage of the de- 
ceiver : but in the other cafe, that veneration it 
to be created ;— and there is nothing more diffi- 
cult. 

To fuppofe that a few obfeure mechanics and 
Hfhermen cfjudeafbould conceive the idea of form- 
ing a new religion which oppofed itfelf to all the 
world, which was entirely to fupersede Judaifm* 
and totally to deftroy every fpecies of idolatry r 
f< ems f r beyond the limits of probability. They 
had no precedent* The authors ©f the different 
fyftems of pagan mythology were men- vefted with 
authority,. v ho had thefword in their hand to give 
force to their pretentions ; or they were perfons of 
profound learning,, and unfpeakably fuperior to the 
barbarous people whom they would perfuade to 
believe what they faid; and they were regarded as 
©raclcs.* But for men of inferior ftations in fo- 
ciety to attempt this, men who had no power and 

* Perhaps 1 jhoutd not Jay~~tbat they invented new 
JyJlems,for the ground-work and f ub fiance of all of them 
was nearly the fame : end as there was a general venera- 
tion among the people for received opinions, they took 
advantage of that, and merely added a few new diflin- 
guifiing rites anafeflivals, or altered and modified a 
particular branch of the old Jyjlem. In this view, the 
rea/oning acquires JIM gr tat er weight* 
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no pretentions to learning, and who were looked 
<dowi> upon as grofsly illiterate by the chiefs of 
their own nation, is quite a different thing. The 
world had furni{he4 nointfanceof this before; nor 
did hiftory (though it is fnoft probable they were 
acquainted with no other than £hje Old Teftament) 
emit one ray of hope of fucceff. The revelation of 
God's will to the n^fion of jhe Jfws, by the rnr- 
fliftry of Mofes, bore no refemblance, and afford ^d 
po encouragement to fuch an attempt. The na- 
ture of the Chriftian religion renders the Cuppofi- 
Jtion of their attempting it (till more unlikely. Dq 
t lay undue ftrefs on this confideration, if I fay, 
tit is not probable that fuch inen ftiouW conceive 
fuch a thing? 

SECTION , I JL 



the Divine Origin of the New Teftament tn^ay he infef* 
red from the Talents of the fVriters. 

If a man puts into my hand a weak and fupcrficiaf 
treatife in philpfophy, and fays €t That is a work 
pf Sir Ifaac Newton," fo ibpn as I have perufed 
It, I reply, cc It is impoflible: you are grofsly mis- 
taken.'' On the other hand, if a book be read tq 
fne. fall pf the nobleft ideas and the mod profound 
tvifdoflv far fuperior to any thing I ever met 
With; I afk with eagernefs, "Who wrote it?" the 
anfwer is: "Some boys at fchool." I wifh to 
fee them* They are broughr ; and I ajk, cc Is this 
your writing^ They fay, f < It is." — " I cannot 
befieve you, for it Js not the work of boys: It 
would do honour to the matured age."— " You 
miftake us/' the^r jreplj^ c< th$ yritin^ and ftyl* 
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are our?, but the fentiments were di&ated to us by 
our matter." This explains the matter at once : 
what confirms me in the truth of their declaration 
is, that there are fome things which they do not 
appear fully to und^rHand. All this is natural and 
eafy according to the laws of moral order. 
' To apply thefe remarks to the prefent cafe, 
here is a book of a fuperior kind, which gives the 
fulleft information in every thing that relates to 
the higheft interefts of the human race. It was 
written by fome plain illiterate men in Judea; but 
it leaves all the writings of the ableft Philofophers 
infinitely behind. Compare what it fays of Cod, 
his nature and government; of man, his duty and 
happinefs; and of a prefent and future ftate of 
being; and you will be convinced. How came 
thefe men fo far to excel all others? I put the 
queftion to the writers of the New Teftament. 
€< It is not we that fpeak," they fay, cc but tie 
Spirit of the Father which fpeaketh in us. . The 
language is* ours ; but the truths Vere revealed by 
God. They did not proceed from the energies 
of our minds: we received them from above.*' 
Why will you not believe them? The things re- 
vealed are worthy of God. As I obferve fome 
things in the book; which they themfelves ap- 
parently did not fully underftand, it renders their 
account* (till more probable. If you will not be- 
lieve them, you are reduced to this difficulty, 
which is a breach of moral order; namely, that 
thefe perfohs, without education, * and without 
;ftudy, wrote a better book than all the ableftmen 
: in the worW;'with all the advantages' of learning, 
:Iiave been abfe to' do, either before or iince. 
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SECTION III. p , 









The Penmen of the New Teftament wrote with Eafe on 

every Subjeft. 

There are fomefubje&s on which it is exceedingly 
difficult to write: the ftrongeft mind is feen to la- 
hour; and the theme to be too great for its ener- 
gies. The apoftles treated the higheft and moft 
difficult topics on which men can emplov their 
pens*. But their manner fills me withaftoniftiment. 
They are always at their eafe. They never appear 
erabarraiTed, or at a lofs either for ideas or for 
words.. The neceffity they fometimesare under to 
add expreffion to expreffion, in order to convey 
their ideas, fully, is not owing to any defeat in 
thieir minds, but to the infufficiency of language 
.fuljy to convey their thoughts. Whether they 
(peak of God or man, of things part or things to 
come, of Heaven or Hell, of the divine purpofes 
or adts, tKey appear quite at home, and are fully 
acquainted with their fubjedt. 

This is no common attainment; and when we 
confider.,who the writers were, — not learned fages, 
"defcending from the fchools of Philofophy, but 
fifhermen from their boats, at the. lake of Tiberias; 
and that in treating the moft difficult of all fubjedts, 
they tfifcover the hand of a mafter drawing his 
fKetchwith" inimitable eafe, what (hall we fay? 
At leaft that they were very extraordinary men. 
As there were rpany united in compofingthe book; 
and all appear to have poffefled this quality in an 

equal degree, the cafe is dill more remarkable* 

- • ». . • • ... * ^ 
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Let It be thrown into the fcale of evidence: it 
will be found not deftitutc of weight. 

SECTION IV. 



7be ferious Spirit with which the rfpfile* write^ gift* 

Weight to their Teftimony. 

It is exceedingly remarkable that men fliould be 
able to infafe their fpirit into their writings, a$ we 
daily feel them do into their coi^verfation. It 
breathes from their pages upon opr minds, ancj 
ve perceive what manner of men they are. In 
this quality there is no book which excels the 
New Teftament; and no writers who more clearly 
difplay their true character. The image of their 
fouls is flamped upon their hallowed volume* 
Every attentive reader will obferve that their ha- 
bitual frame in writing is, what I know not Jbetter 
flow to exprefs, than by the word Jericufn-fs. 
Other authors of thofe ancient days (hew a diver- 
fity of temper. Sometimes they are lively, fome- 
time grave: fometimes we obferve ferioufnefs; at 
other tim?s levity. But thefe men of Galilee arc al- 
ways ferious and in earneft. They feel the influ- 
ence of God upon their hearts ; they are conltant- 
ly devout ; and their writings breathe the moft feN. 
vent piety, Not a line efcapes them which difco- 
vers the abfence of reverence for God. 

It has been frequently obferved, that men who 
write with the greateft ferioufnefs, are apt to dis-^ 
cpver a feverity of difpofition towards others, 
which has ; much of the appearance of diflike; or 
even hatred. But the writers of the New Teft^ 
ment, to {he deeped and molt coaftant Xejrioufntft 
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trnite the purcft and mod fervent benevolence 
Love is never a ftranger to their breaft. They ex- 
prefs the tendered pity for thofe who are deftitute 
of juft fentiments on divine things, and good dis- 
pofftions towards God and man ; and difplay, in 
union with their reverence for God, that exalted 
fpirit of genuine philanthropy which the world 
had never feen, and which no books written fince 
in fimilar circumftances, have ever difplayed. If 
thefc men be not faithful witnefles* who are ? 



SECTION V. 



Ng link or evil Paffiovs are betrayed by the Writers of 

the New Tejlamttt'. 

When men write hiftories, or memoirs, or tetters* 
in which they themfelves adt a confiderable part* 
we fee their character and difpofition pourtrayed 
in the manner in which they fpeak of themfelves* 
and of others with whom they are connected ii* 
the way of intercourfe, friendfhip > or enmity- 
Perfons who were brought up in firnple habits of 
life, till they afcended the ftation which difplays- 
them to the world, fhew their hearts mod openly. 
Such as have been habituated to the manners of 
poliftied fociety, learn to conceal what the other* 
tell without referve : but through the veil we can 
ftill difcern much even of their real character and 
predominant difpofitions. 

The writers of the New Teftament belong to 
the firft clafs, and difplay all their foul on the 
pages of their book. As they were moftly plain 
men, had thejr been like others of the fame fta- 
iion, we (hould perceive the giddinefs of exalta- 
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tiort to public notice, the pride of authoHhip, the 
vanity of fuccefs, a contempt of fuch as differ frdmi 
them, a hatred of thofe who rejedt them, and art 
undervaluing of qualities which they do not them- 
felves poflefs. But not one of thefe little or evil 
tempers fo much as pufhes forth a bud. In wri- 
ting, their only aim is to convey truth. There 
does not appear a thought of gaining honour to 
themfelves by faying fine things. Though fuc- 
cefsful beyond conception, not a fingle expreflion 
of felf gratulation falls from their lips. Cf Not I/* 
fays one of them, (and he fpeaks the language of 
all,) cc but the grace of God which is in me." 
Contempt of others, becaufe weak or wicked, tihey 
do not appear to feel: they are full of love and 
pity for the worft, even for the mod inveterate 
enemies. They' give to every good quality its 
due commendation, whoever may poflefs it ; and 
to all kinds of ufeful knowledge their dud praife'. 

— Where (hall we find fuch another book ? ^ 

/'•. 

SECTION VI, (' 




The Humility of the Writers of the New Teftament. 
Pride of knowledge, and pride of good nefs, how 
common are they in books! Compofitions of the 
nature of the New Teftament, where the writers 
are not only the penmen, but alfo in part the fub- 
je&s of the hiftory, give peculiar fcope for difplays 
of this kind : but we feek for it in vain in the dis- 
ciples of Chrift, Never did authors keep them- 
felves more out of fight, than the writers of the 
gofpels: it is furprifing how little is really theirs; 
and how much comes from the lips of others. In 



thecourfeof the narrative they tell their faults 
with the greateft frankriefs and naivti. They re- 
cord Without difguife their ignorance, their preju* 
dices, their errors, and their faults. Some writer^ 
have told us of their own faults, but in fuch a way 
that we can fee their aim is to folicitpraife. The 
language of the heart is, cc See what a humble mail 
I am," or " Thefe are all the faults I have: are 
they hot little ones and few?" Nothing of this 
artifice do the apoftles Ihew. It is honeft inte- 
grity, limply relating truth; not pride under the 
mantle of humility foliciting applaufe. 

From their office, as the apoftles of Chrift, they 
had great authority iii the church. They per- 
formed the molt wonderful miracles; ficknefs va- 
niftied at their word, and death gave up hisprey. 
By their miniftry, difciplcs were in confiderable 
numbers added to the fociety of the faithful. How 
apt arc all thefe things to fwell the heart with 
pride!* But the apoftles difcover nothing of fuch 
a fpirit. One of them, when compelled to defend 
liis charader againft the enemies of the crofs, enu- 
merates his fufferings and his labours. 2 Cor. xi. 
But the paflage breathes nothing but humility and 
felf annihilation: it feems a torture to him to re- 
late what he had fuffered and done in his Matter's 
fervice. What they fay of one part of their office, 
fc we preach not ourfelves, but Chrift Jefus the 
Lord, and ourfelves your lervants for Jefus* fake," 
is applicable to the whole of their charafter. 

The humility of the apoftles appears alfo in re- 
cording various particulars in the life of Chrifh 
Men who wiftied to fhine in the rays of their 
jMafter, would have exalted his character to the 
4itmoft ; and call a veil over circumftances and ac- 
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tions which feemed not fo honourable, or which 
would lead the world to think meanly of him. The 
jyriteris of the gofpels ad in a different manner* 
'They relate a multitude of things which might 
have been concealed from every following age* 
?jnd whiqh they knew would leffen the character of 
Jefus with men of worldly minds. The ftation of 
his parents, his unlearned education at Nazareth, 
jhis reje&iqn by his countrymen, when he appeared 
in his public chara&er, and their attempt to put 
him to death for his pretentions, the oppofition 
made to him by his kinfmen who fuppofed him 
to be mad, the continual enmity of the rulers, his 
condition fo deftitute that he had not where to lajr 
his head, and his fiibfifting by the bounty of o- 
thers, his being accounted a gluttonous man and 
a wine bibber, a friend of publicans and finners, in 
league with Beelzebub, and a demoniac himfelf, arc 
all told without fhame and without difguife. Men 
who wi(hed either to impofe on the world, or to 
«xalt themfelves, would not have a<5ted thus. They 
gave the enemies of the gofpel a fair opportunity 
of examining every charge : and they held them*, 
felves up to the world as the difciples of Qne who 
was poor, and vilified, and defpifed. Pride woul& 
not have done fo. They were clothed with bumu 
lity. 

SECTION VII. 



The Apoftles alted at men believing their Tejlimony to 

be true. 

The writers of the new Teftamfcnt Jprofefe to bt 
fully convinced that Jefus is the Mcfltah, and that 
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every part of therr teftimony is true. How they 
were led to atcept the office'which called them to 
deliver this teftimony, is not confidered as it ought^ 
for ik carries much evidence with it. — They were 
following their occupations in common }ife, fe- 
veral of them fifhermen, one a publican. Chrift 
called to them, if Follow me/ • They left all, theif 
"homes, their comfort?, their profpe&s: they lived 
with him as members of his family, and received 
his dodrine from his hps: and were witnefles of 
his life, his death, his reftirre£lion, and his afcen- 
lion. 

One of them was befpre a furious and {anguinar^ 
bigot, and a perfecutor of c(iriftianity. We fee 
him depart ioi Damafcus breathing out threatenr 
ings and (laughter againft the difciplcs of Jefus. 
But before he arrives at the place, he is ftpppfed ia 
his career : and we find him foort afterwards in the 
very city where he defigned to extripate the gos-. 
pel, proclaiming that Jefus is the Chrift, and aU 
teftiftg the fadts which h? had before been doing 
every thing in his power to cantradidfc and oblitp r 
rate. The moral as well as the natural world has 
its laws: There is an order in both. Men do not 
throw off their chara&eV on a fudderi, withbu.t 
caufe. They cannot inftantly diveft themfelves of 
their deep-footed, their favourite, their ftrong- 
grounded prejudices, efpecially the prejudices of 
birth, of education, and leaft of all, the prejudices 
of religion. This is applicable to all the apoftles, 
but efpecially to PauK : Some caufe, fome ade- 
quate caufe muft have produced in them, and t 
efpecially in him, fo great a change. The hiftory 
of the planting of chriffianity in the*world recorcts 
it in Ads ix. and Paulhimfelf, in the xxii. ancl 
xxv i. chapters of the feme book. Changed he 
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is indeed ! His do&rine in Rom. xii. and I Cor. 
xiii. {hews him to be a very different man from Saul 
the zealous Jew, when he rofe from the feet of 
Gamaliel. But what reafon (hall we aflign for 
the wondrous change ? There muft have been in 
them all, and in him, a full con\idion that the 
caufe of Jefus was the caufe of God. 

. The manner in which they atfed in the difcharge 
of the apoftolical office, difplays the fame fpirit of 
full conviftion of the truth of their teftimony to 
Chrift. Their mailer commanded them to go and 
teach all nations, cc beginning at Jerufalem." They 
obeyed; and a few weeks after in the very place 
where Jefus was crucified, they bore teftimony 
that he was the Mefliah promifed to the fathers. 
Their preaching confifted of an extenfive detail of 
facts relating to Jefus Chrift. Had they been con-* 
fcious of a deception, they would have gone to 
countries at a diftance. They would have declared 
at Byzantium, at Rome, or at Marfeilles, what Je» 
fus had done in judea and Galilee : and the d ex- 
ception could not have been fo eafily found out. 
JJiit by beginning at Jerufalem, they put their 
dojftfine to the teft at once. Every inhabitant of 
that city was qualified to judge, and to decide, 
Could the apoftles have given more convincing 
evidence, that they believed the truth of the tefti* 
jnony which they bore {P Chrift? 

This will appear with ftili fuller evidence, if we 
confider that the apoftles preached the gofpel in 
an age, and in places of the greateft knowledge. 
The lews were beyond comparifon the beft inform- 
ed people in matters of religion: among them they 
began to deliver their teftimony. The Greeks and 
Romans had made the greateft improvements in 
jurts and fciences, and various literature: to thejfl 
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the apofttes afterwards went, and preached in 
Syria, in the leffer Afia, in Greece, and in Italy; 
Every where they candidly and fully propofed to 
the people the gofpel of Chrift. This has cer- 
tainly every appearance of fairnefs; and difcovers 
a confeioufnefs in the apoftles, that they were 
fpeaking the words of truth: — for if rude tribes 
may be eafily impofed on, a civilized nation will 
not believe without evidence. Thofe only who 
think they have truth on their fide, will ad in the 
manner the apoftlds did. 

SECTION VIII. 



Xbe rfpofiUs do nut encourage the prejudices, nor flatter 

the Paffions of Men. 

Prejudice is one of the grand inftruments of hu- 
man wickednefs, and human mifery. It is the 
chain by which the mind is prevented from going in 
queft of truth. Men have their individual, rheir 
jprofeflional, their national, and their religious pre- 
judices ; and the more agreeable thefe are to their 
depraved difpofitions, the ftrongerwill they be. 
Thofe who wifli to gain them, unlefs they refpedfc 
their prejudices, can, humanly fpeaking, exped 
but Jitfle fuccefs. The heathen legiflators a&ed 
on this principle ; and we find Mahomet following 
their example. There is in his fyitem a wonder- 
ful degree of accommodation to prejudices. We 
find fomething to plea fe the Jews, fomething to. 
win over the chr ftians % and fomething to render 
his dodtrine palatable to the pagan idolaters. The 
apoftles encourage none: they call men away from 

t. f 



1 t 



( . t©6 ) 

them all, as in numbcrlefs inftances exceedingly per- 
nicious; and the lead hurtful, as childifh follies, 
unfitting the mind for the reception of truth. 

How ftrong were the prejudices of the Jews in 
general, and of their different fedts! The pre- 
judices of the Gentiles were equally inveterate; 
and the rulers, the philofophers, the priefts, and 
the multitude, had each their appropriate portion,, 
A man of craft would have tried to attach them 
all by compliance: or he would have fought 'to 
fecure a part on his fide, and by their means to 
gain the reft. The apoftles attack all; and fhew 
themfelves equally hoftilg to Jewifli and Gentile 
prejudices, without regarding that vaft ftrength 
which they had acquired by the growth from ge* 
neration to generation. Their defign certainly is 
not to deceive, but to reform: and, inftead of fup- 
pie impoftors, we have before us men of ftaunch 
unbending integrity. 

As they do not refpedt men's prejudices, they 
do not flatter their vices, and indulge them in 
their evil pajftons, When men wi(h to imppfe on 
others, they endeavpur to enlift their paffions ol» 
their fide, and thus to win over their judgment* 
Evejy deceiver, without exception, has made 
this his aim. But the apoftles of Chrift know not 
what flattery means: it is nop to be found in all 
the New Teftament. While they difcover the ten- 
dereft pity for guilty and miferable creatures, and 
fhew the utmoftcondefcenfionto human infirmity, 
they neither fofter men's prejudices, nor give in- 
dulgence to any, even the leaft of their finful pas- 
fions. 

They do not flatter the Jews, but reduce them 
to a level with the reft of human kind. They do 
not flatter the Pharifees, to gain the aid of their 



■ 

popularity to the caufe of (Thrift ; but accufc them 
of making the law of God of none cflfedt by their 
traditions. They do not flatter the Sadducees; 
but charge them with infidelity and guilt. They 
do not flatter the priefts ,• but addrefs them as blind 
leaders of the blind. They do not flatter the 
multitude ; but call them away from the comiffion 
of every fin, to thfe pra<ftfce of every duty. 

-Nor do thfey flatter the Gentiles more than the 
Jews. They do not feefc to ingratiate themfelves 
with the magipYa'es, by a facrifice of principles, 
and a fupport of their meafures. They do not feek 
to win ovej? the Heathen priefts, by enjoining the 
people to-piy them homage and fubmiflion. They 
court hot the patronage of Pbilcfopbers by adopting 
the dogmas of their fe<5t : nor do they ftrive to 
pleafe the multitude by numerous feftivals and a 
pompous ritual. They flatter neither friends nor 
foes ; neither friends to procure their attachment, 
nor foes to avert their hatred ; neither the Jews to 
gain their countrymen, nor the Gentiles to allure 
them into .the church. 

Are thefe men impoftors? Is it really their in- 
tention to deceive? Will human policy a& by this 
rule? Will it lead its votaries to expedt fuccefs by 
fuch methods as thefe? There is fomething here 
above man. There is here a mode of conduct 
which mtfft conftrain every unprejudiced mind to 
acknowledge, that this is not the manner of men, 
Utrtien their objeft is to deceive; and that it pre- 
fents every appearance of honefty, which word* 
or a&ions can poffibly give. 
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SECTION IX- 



The high Tone ef Authority which the Writers $f the 

New Tcftament uft. 

To the bed judges of human nature, the writers 
of the New Teftament will appear among the hum-, 
bleft of men. But here is a remarkable pheno* 
menon: — thefe humble men every where fpeak. 
with the commanding tone of divine authority. 
Other authors who expedt belief, roafon, or record 
fadts: thefe fometimes reafon, often record fads; 
but, in addition, they reveal dodtrinei, and deliver 
precepts: and in all, demand credit and obedience 
in the name of God. This is not a paroxyfm of 
pride boiling over for a moment, and then fub- 
fiding; not a pretence for dominion, affumed for the 
occafion, and then laid afide: it runs through the 
whole. Nor is it the cafe with one of the wri- 
ters only, but with all. Xhere is a perfed uni- 
formity of character among .them in this refpe<ft. 
The more I confider this, the more ftriking it 
appears. There were eight men concerned in 
writing the New Teftament. They wrote at a dis- 
tance from each other: feveral of them, moft 
probably, never faw what the others had done, till 
they had compofed and fent forth their own part. 
If one, or two, or three of them were men, whofe 
natural temper, or acquired difpofition, led. them 
to fpeak in an, authoritative tone, the reft, we 
might fuppofe, would have conveyed their ide^s 
in a different manner: but they do not. While 
there is that diverfity m language and expreflion 
which may be expedted from their various confti- 
tutions of mind, they all unite in fpeaking autho- 
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ritatively in the name of God ; ahd demand atteii* 
tion and obedience to their words. 

There is another fttiking circumftance canned* 
ed with this fiibjedh I do not hear one of the 
Writers of this book complain of want of ability; 
or beg th6 indulgence of his readers to his errors 
and imperfe&ions, feeing he had undertaken to 
treat on fubjedts fd exalted. In other writings 
this is commori. One of the authors of the 
Apocrypha comes forward with this apology: Cf If 
I have done well, and as is fitting the ftcry, it is 
that which I dellred: but if flenderly and meanly, 
it Is that which I could attain unto." a Mac. xv. 
38. There is fcarcely a preface to a treatife on a 
difficult theme, which does not crave the indul- 
gence of the reader. But there is nothing of this 
in the New Teftament: yet never was there a book 
which fo totally annihilated the writers, and dis- 
played men fo void of pride. How {hall we ac- 
count for perfons fo humble, employing fo author* 
itativj! a tone?— Let the Dcift reflect upon it. 

SECTION X. 



The CharaSer in ivbtcb the Pounder and firfi Teachers 

of Cbtijliatiity appeared* 

When a new religion is propagated, it is defirable 
that men fliould have the faireft opportunity of ex- 
amining its claims. Much will depend on the fi- 
tuation in which thefe who propagate it, appear. 
Superior rank, and exalted ftation, or an office of 
guthority, have all a tendency to dazzle the mind, 
and to impede a full examination. — Vefpafian is 
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faid to have performed miracles. Had the efopf-* 
jor deigned to afk me to inquire into the reality of 
•his wonders, I would have replied, with the Philq- 

/opher .to one of his fucceffors : ct I do not love tp 
contend with the man who has five and twenty 
legions at his command!" — Mahomet was the 
talipb as well as the prophet; and as foon as he 
could find difciples to cotnpofe tf banditti, he put 
arm$ into their hands, and appeared a< Jheir head ; 
and the terreftrial theocracy which he tnade it his 

,bufinefs to eftablifh, prefented both himfelf and 
his fucceffors in the^garb of a fultan, and the com- 

.mander of armies* I do not like to examine the 

.claims <of the prophet's religion, while his /word 
aftd his /peat glitter in mine eyes, and offend my 

;fight; and his ftpwning afpeft reddens at my 
doubts.. If integrity be not dearer to me than? 

.life; I fay, cc I believe: enrol me among the faith** 

.fill." The legiflators among the ancient pagans 
Wer.e placed in the fame ftation. As foon as the 
people received their code, and yielded to their 
dominion, all the power of the ftate was in their 
hands* 

** Rex Anius > rex idem bomintim, Pbcebique facerdosS* 

VIRGIN 

Anius, who is not only the prieft of Apollo, but 
the king of men, may bid me examine his fys- 
tern, and fatisfy myfelf as to its truth, which, he 
fays, is evident to all. But I look around, and X 
perceive the lidtors and the dungeon, — which arc 
not favourable to free inquiry. Endeavouring to 
conceal my fears, I turn to him and fay, <c King 
Anius, urgent bufinefs calls me away, I pray thee 
lave me excufed." 

From thefe let us turn to the founder of Chris- 
tianity. Jefus appeared among the Jews as a prU 



vate perfbn, in no outward iplendour, and veftcd 
with no civil authority. "Who made me a 
judge or a divider among you V* faid he to a man 
who wifhed him to interfere in fettling fome 
domeftic difputes. All his influence arofe from 
his wifdom, his goodnefs, and his divine power, 
49 My kingdom/' he replied to Pilate, cc is not of 
$hi$ world." — Theapoftles refembled their Matter. 
They had no commiffion from any of the kings of 
the earth. The/ were private citizens, unconned- 
ed with the great; and plain men, ftrangers to the 
^ddrefs of the courtier, and the man of fafhion. 
They were conne&cd with none of the rulers of the 
world, in order to acquire influence. They knew 
nothing of them, hut when they were dragged be- 
fore their tribunals to anfwer for their dodlrine, and 
their condudfc. Nor had they learnt the iedu&ion 
of human eloquence. Moll of them (hew by their 
writings, that they were ftrangers to it, and incaw 
pable of its fafcinating arts. But as is evident 
from the New Teftkment, they brought forward 
their fyftem with all plainnefs and Simplicity; and 
prefented it to their hearers for their confederation 
and reception. Men might objed, or exprefe 
fheir difficulties and their doubts, without fear off 
injury qn th^t account. Gould any method be 
tfnore favourable for mankind than this ? If the 
apoftles acquired any influence over the minds of 
others, it muft have arifen from their unaffefted 
goodnefs, integrity, and benevolence ; not from 
tfye impofing power of external circumftances* 
or from cunning craftinefs. I appeal to thee, O 
Deift, was not the world fairly treated *s to the 
manner of the introdu&ion 6f chriftianity ; and 
had not men the fulleft opportunity of examining 
its pretentions? 
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CHAPTER V. 

OF THB EVIDENCE FOR THE DIVINE AUTHORITY OF 
THE NEW TESTAMENT, ARISING fRQM MIRACLES, 

When pcrfons profefs to be the meflengers of a 
' revelation from God, whether in fpeech or writ- 
ting, it is natural to afk, <c What evidence do you 
produce for fo high a claim ?" They may fay, 
cc We are confeious to ourfelves that we are in- 
fpired of God to declare his will to men and we 
cannot doubt it." — But though this fatisfies you, 
it does not fatisfy my mind: it may be evidence 
to you, but it is none to me. If God give a rev eo- 
lation of his will, he will give evidence of this, 
not only to thofe whom he commiflions to publifli 
it, but to thofe whom he commands to receive it> 
This is but reafonable; and its reafonablenefs 
chriftianity acknowledges, 

Mahomet was able to product no fatisfa&ory 
externpl evidence of a divine million. His kins- 
man Ali's reply to him is remarkable. fC O pro- 
phet, whofoever rifes again ft thee, I will dafti out 
his teeth, tear out his eyes, break his k*gs, rip up 
his belly." By fuch forcible arguments did the 
religion of the Koran make its way in the world. 
Had any of the writers of the New Teftament 
ipoken thus, an impartial jury would give a ver- 
did: inftantly againft them, and difmifs the caufe. 
But like honeft men, confeious of the validity of 
their million, they lay before us their credentials ; 
and entreat us to examine them with attention. 

In addition to the proofs ariiing out of the na- 
ture of the truths revealed, and the other con- 
fiderations which have been noticed, they pro*, 
duce two kinds of evidence fpr our fatUft&ion: 
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the one exhibiting a difplay of divine power; the 
other, a manifeftation of divine knowledge and 
wifdom; or, in other words, Miracles and Pro- 
phecies. More convincing proofs of God's in- 
terfering in an extraordinary manner to feal a 
compniflion from himfelf, it will be difficult to 
produce. Miracles were confined to the age of 
thofe who laid claim to infpi ration : they intro- 
duced the gofpel to mankind; but the evidence 
of thejn defc?nds in the form of teftimony, from 
generation to generation. Prophecy, where it 
has refpeA to a courfc of events, increafes the 
evidence from age to age, by the accompliftiment 
pf particular predictions. 

Thefe two branches have this in their favour, 
that they have approved themfelves to the gen- 
eral judgment of mankind: for when any perfon 
pretended to a divine commiffion, the ufual proof 
was a miracle, or a pre, idtion. Whatever credit 
might be due to the claim, the kind of proof was 
looked upon to be good. Let us confider the va- 
lidity of thofe adduced in favour of chriftianity, — 
and in this chapter take a view of the miracles. 



SECTION I. 

The Pofibility and Exijltnce cf the Miracles of the 

New Teftament. 

Almighty power is that perfection of the Supreme 
Being which- moft generally and forcibly ftrikes 
the minds of men. An extraordinary difplay of 
it on objects within the reach of our obfervatign, 

' k. h 
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furniflies one of the mod fatisfaftory evidences of 
divine revelation. This difplay we call a miracle. 
cc There can be no fuch thing as a miracle/' Tome 
have loudly cried, cc becaufe the Deity has eftab- 
lilhed certain laws by which he maintains ah in* 
violable order in the univerfe, and which cannot 
be broken through/' Let it be remembered that 
this is ajfertiotiy and not proof. That fniracles arc 
poflible, none will deny, who believe % he exiftence 
and perfections of God, Nor are they improbable. 
He who for valuable purpofes eftablilhed thefe 
laws, for valuable ends can fufpend them: and 
what is there contrary either to reafon or found 
philofophy to maintain, that it it highly pro? 
bable, that God will fufpend the laws of the na- 
tural world, in order to accomplifh the molt noble 
and important purpofes in the moral world; name- 
ly, his own glory, and the reformation and high* 
eft happinefs of mankind? Here is certainly an 
end worthy of God, and produdive of the moft 
beneficial effedts in the order and ftate of the uni- 
verfe. Where it merely to excite wonder, to gra* 
tify curiofity, or to anfwer fome inferior purpofe # 
philofophy might argue againft miracles but it 
cannot with effedt, when fo valuable an end is in- 
tended, and promoted by them. Befides, who 
can fay that it was not a. part of God's plan, a 
feftion in the divine conftitution, that at certain 
feafons, and on certain occafions, the laws of na- 
ture flaould be fufpended, and miracles wrought. 
Ordinary regulations are adapted to the ordinary 
Courfe of things : extraordinary events requir? 
and warrant extraordinary interpofitions and 
exertions. 



* 
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SECTION II. 



*fbe Number, Variety % and Manner of the Miracles 
performed in Confirmation of the Cbrijlian 
-y * •* • Religion. 

f only one or two miracles had been wrought tb 
confirm the truth of chriftianity, it might have 
been confidered as a forturikte chance, which oc- 
curred at a convenient feafon. But the number 
was very great. Above fifty different inftances 
occur in the gofpels, of Chrift's miraculous exer- 
tions; and confequently the opportunities of ex- 
amination were increafed, and of deceit propor- 
tionately leffened- Befides, in one fcene of mira- 
cles, hundreds were healed of different difeafes; 
and thoufands fed with a few loaves and fifties, 

There was likewise a confiderable variety in 
the miracles of the New Teftament. Had they 
been only of one or two kinds, it might have been 
laid, that the perfons had fome peculiar ikill in 
performing thefe cures, or a peculiar art of im- 
poling on men in refpedt to them. But fo various 
are the^ miracles, that this objection cannot be ad- 
duced. Not one difeafe.only, but all are fubjeft 
. to the power of Chrift and his apoftles: not only 
difeafes, but lamelefs, blindnefs, dumbnefs, deaf- 
nefs, and other evils incidents to humanity are 
banifhed by their word: not only every calamity 
which is the lot of the living, but death itfelf is 
obedient to them, and gives up his prey at their 
command. Not only man, but every other being 
bows in ready fubjedtion to their voice. Not only 
living, but inanimate creatures feel the power of 



Jehovah, and a<9: contrary to their natiirefc at hU 
•wills The winds, the waves, the rocks, the earth, 
the fun, the heavens, all are the fubjedts of mira- 
culous exertions in thofe who firft introduced the 
chriftian difpenfation. Every thing was obedient 
to their word ; for Jehovah invefted them with his 
power. 

The manner in which thefe miracles were: 
wrought, alfo merits notice. The operations of 
nature are in general flow; almoft always gradual: 
the miracles of the gofpel were generally inftan- 
taneous; but the effeds were lading, and men 
might for years afterwards fee them, and receive 
the report of thofe who had been fed, or healed, 
or raifed from the dead. All were welcome to 
partake of the benefit of them; and no diftinftion 
was made between the rich and the poor. The 
only exception was, — they would not work mira- 
cles to gratify curiolity, nor fanftion unbelief. 
They were performed in the mod public manner: 
multitudes were prefent. If on fome ojcafions 
moll of the perfbns were attached to Chrift, others 
were done before the mod inveterate enemies of 
the gofpel, and extorted their belief and atteftation. 
There was a peculiar authority inChrift's manner; 
but it was entirely free from oftentation : and there 
was a remarkable fobriety, decorum, and dignity 
in his miracles, and in the attending circumftances. 
They difplay fomething above the ordinary char- 
acter of man. 
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SECTION III. 



The Deftgn of the Miracles recorded in the New Tes~ 

tament. 

Christ and his apoftles did not feek fame by their 
miracles : not one was performed to procure ad- 
miration. They all arofe naturally out of occa- 
lions which presented thenifelves in the courfe of 
their miniftry ; and were ads of evident utility* 
The heathen miracles. are fo detached from the his- 
tory, that they may be taken put, and it remains 
entire. But the miracles of Chrift fpring naturally 
out of the narrative of his life, and form an effen- 
tial part of it; and cannot be taken away without 
rending in pieces the whole. They are likewife 
highly beneficial ; but not to the perfons ^yho per- 
formed them : for they had not in view either 
their advantage or their eafe. Chrift and his 
apoftles did no miracles to fatisfy their, own hunger, 
or to avert any danger to which they were^ ex- 
pofed. In fubordination to the honour of God, 
the benefit of others was the great objed. in view. 
The miracles of the gofpel gave a bright dis- 
play of power, fan&ity, and goodnefs; and the de- 
fign was to eftablifti the belief of the divine go- 
vernment, by difpenfing ads of bene/kence to 
men; to teach them what kind of being their 
Creator is; and by fealing their commiflion from 
him, to introduce with proper evidence a fyftem 
of divine truth, calculated in the higheft degree 
to advance the honour of God, and the improve- 
ment and happinefs of the human race. To give 
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power to work miracles for trifling ends, may well 
be con&dered as unbecoming the divine chara&er; 
but to dp fo, in order to introduce a religion which 
is to promote the happinefs of the univerie through 
eternity, is nodus Deo *v indue dignus. 

In fpeaking of the defign of the miracle's of the 
New Teftament, it is of importance to mention, 
that they were the fubjeds of prophecy loftg be- 
fore, Ifoiah ixxv. £, 6. ; arid the Mefliah- was di£> 
fcribed By this particular mart: cr that by him the? 
eyes of thef blind fhould be opened, and the? 
ears of the deaf uriftdpped. " Chrift* appeals 
to his miracles as the feal of hi« : commiffion, and 
as ari iftconteftible jSrddf that he came forth frorri 
God. John v. 36, 37. €C But I have greater wiu 
nefs than that of John: for the works which the 
Father hath givfen trie to perform, the fame work* 
that I do bear witnefs of rhe, that the Father hatll 
fent me. And the Father himfelf, which hath fent 
me, hath borne witnefs of me.'* John xiv. ir. 
" Believe me that I am in the Father, arid fhd Fa* 
thcr in me: or elfe believe me for the Very Worka* 
fake/! 

SECTION IV. 



the Time and Place of the Miracles of the New Tes- 
tament confidered as furmfbing evidence xn favour 

ofLbriftiamty. 

jr there were iriiracles in every age, they would, 
in a great meafure, lofe their nature, and ceafc to 
be evidence. We may, therefore, naturally expedt 
that a particular, feafon will bechofen for the dis- 
play of thim: and on examination, we may per- 
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ieive the wifdom and jgqodnefs of God rmmifeftcd 
in the choice. , 

When the fyftem flf the univerfe ,w*s framed, a 
•multitude of tnirasles, or extraordinary exertions 
-of Almighty power was neceflary, .before thefe 

* laws, of nature- which now exift,i could begin to run 
.their tourfe. In like manner,. at the commence- 
ment of a divine revelation, miracles are neceflary, 
or at leaft expedient, to fet the moral machine in 

-motion, and to giv,c it an impulfe; Ancient. to con- 
tinue its motion by the aid of ordinary means, 
which, in the moral world, anfwer ;the fame pur- 

-pofes as the' laws eftabliihed in the-nafural world. 

On a minute inveftigation* other reafqns appear, 
which 'difplay- more fully thetfitnefs both of the 
time, and place of miracles- There-.-was a natiop, 

. or rather.oae gr eat family , that "God had felefted 

rfor the purpofe of preferring thQfe divine truths 
which weie ^preparatory to thatrgrand revelation, 

* which was t-alay the foundation of the future fc- 
; licity df therworld, :To . miracles they were iv>t 

* ftrangers. Mafcs .wrought :theai, aqd other e- 
- jninentrprophets too: vaqd it wis predicted bythsm 

that the Mefliah. would inHillg?eftt?r ; abupdancc. 
Among this people Jefus arofe, and performed hia 
wonderful works, % and.gave. thejn the fulled oppor- 
tunity of examining' his character. Among them 
too, the apoftles firil began their miniftry, ac- 
companied ^ with rm,aoy.nQtable miracles. From 
thence they went to the gentiles, and prefented 
the fame evidence to them, confirming their doc- 
trine- by thefe fupernatural a<5ts,« which manifeftecj 
the hand ofXSod to be with them. 

It will be difficult to conceive a date of things 

in, which; miradks could be- wrought, that was 

-more favourable for the investigation of them. 
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There appears a fitnefs, that the evidence fhould 
be firft prefented to this great family of the Jews, 
whilft they dwelt together. By their freedom 
from grofs fuperftition, and their fuperior acquain- 
tance with divine principles, they were beft quali- 
fied to judge. At the fame time, as the manner 
ofChrift's appearanee (hocked their prejudices, 
and deftrbyed all their hopes of worldly domina- 
tion and national fuperiority they would examine 
their reality with eagles* eyes. As they were af- 
terwards to be difperfed over the face of the earth, 
they Mould carry the confutation of chriftianity 
with them, if in their power. By this arrange- 
ment, the gentiles had miracles wrought among 
them alfo, in the moft enlightened age of anti- 
quity, and in every country where the apoftles 
preached the gofpel. The enemies of chriftianity 
had hertby an opportunity of combining: their 
inquiries with men in other parts of the Roman 
empire, and of the civilized world; and gentiks 
might call in the aid of the Jews difperfed among 
them. So fevident are the advantages which refult 
from the time and place, where miracles in fup- 
port of chriftianity were performed. 

m 

SECTION V. 



Evidence of the Reality of the Miracles of the New 

iejtament* 

" But I give no credit to miracles/' fays a Deift. 
This may be an adt of rea/on, or it may not. God 
never requires us to believe without evidence: 
but where fufficient evidence is given, he is highly 
and juftly difpleafcd at men's unbelief. Miracles 
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are capable of proof, juft as well as other events 
.which take place in the ordinary courfe of nature. 
An eaftern king, when a Dutch ambaflador told 
him that water congealed in Holland, and bore 
men and horfes and waggons, replied in anger, 
* c It is falfe and impoflible, for no fuch thing was 
ever feen in Siam." But the congealing of water 
.in Holland can be proved juft in the fame way, 
and with as much force, as its remaining in a li- 
quid ftate in Siam. Like many oppofers of Chris- 
tianity, the monarch in the torrid zone forgot that 
the experience of one man, in one country, or one 
age, is not the experience of every man, in every 
country, and in every age; and that what one has 
not feen and accounts impoflible, another may have 
feen, and can teftify to be certain. The idea of 
ih^e proof of miracles being impoflible, is abfurd. 
.All that is required, is evidence, fufficient evidence: 
. and where the thing teftifted is of an extraordinary 

* nature, the greater degree of evidence may be 
neceflaryj and in a revelation from God may be 

• required. The expectation is reafonable: let the 

- rule be applied to miracles. Demand fufficient 
evidence to fatisfy a reafonable man: it will be 

. found, for God is not only juft but good. 

A miracle, to thofe who fee it, is an objecft of. 
fenfe. To thofe who have not feen it, the evi- 
dence muft arife from teftimony, the teftimony of 
the perfon who performed the miracle, the tefti- 
mony of them on whom it was performed, or the 

- teftimony of the people who were eye-witnefles of 

- it. All thefe may be combined with fuch force in 

- the confirmation of a miracle, that if their united 
. teftimony be rejedted, we can have no certainty 

of any thing whatever. There are no ancient e- 

k k 



•vents which have fuch a weight of evidence m 
their favour, as the miracles of Chrift and his a- 
poftles. We have the union of all the three kinds 
<5f proof which have been juft mentioned. The 
■apoftles who wrought miracles, bear teftimony 
both by folemn<deelarations before their enemies, 
•and by written documents : and what credit is due 
to their teftimony an inveftigation df their char- 
acter will Anew, There is alfo the evidence of the 
perfons on whom the miracles -were wrought, as m 
r -the inftance of the man born blind, who was re- 
?ftored. to fight by Chrift himfelf, John ix. and of 
vthe lame man who* was healed Jby Peter and John, 
*'A&s iii. But the teftimony of the eye-witnefles 
•is perhaps the moft remarkable of all. Thoiifands 
"who faw the miracles, embraced the gofpel, and 
-etfpofed themfelves to the hatred of the world, and 
^perfecution ,• and many of them endured a cruel death. 
Would they differ all thefe on purpofe to fupporta 
falfehdod? It is contrary to the moral order of the 
tiniverfe. In (hort, here is a miracle, at any rate. 
•He ^whb denies the miracles of the New Teftamerit, 
"Stfmftallowone which is equally great, namely, that 
' fomeinvifible agent fo deranged the minds of thou- 
fands, and fo confounded and perverted their opera- 
tions, tharnren who, in all other matters, conducted 
•themfelves with reafon and judgment, adted here 
in diredt oppofition to all the governing priji- 
-ciples of human nature: to duty, to integrity, to 
intereft, to. honour, jto happinefs : and all this 
'merely to fupport a falfehood. The teftimony 
thus given, was not contradi&ed by the enemies 
of the gofpel who lived at the time : reafon muft 
< therefore conclude, they had nothing to fay againft 
it. ~ % 
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section iv; 






A Review of joint far titular Miracles cf tie New 

Teftament. 

More fully to eftablifti, or rather to difpfay the 
certainty of the miracles of the- New Teftament, a 
particular confideration of them is earneftly re- 
commended. 1 inftance in the three following by 
way of fpecimen. 

The ninth chapter of John's gofpei records the 
hiftory of a man born blind % whom Jefus reftored tp 
light. He is brought before the pharifees, the 
mortal enemies of Chrift and of his caufe. He is in- 
terrogated, threatened, caft out of the fynagogue., 
But after you have attentively furveyed every par- 
ticular, obferve the refult of the whole. They 
cannot adduce one circumftance in the way of con- 
futation. 

There is another inftance, in the cafe of a man 
lame from bis birth, whom the Apoftles healed, 
Ads iii. They are dragged to the tribunal of the 
ccclefiaftical rulers. They are clofely queftioned 
refpecting the matter. They aflert the reality of 
the miracle. They declare that it was in the name 
of Jefus of Nazareth, that the man was made whole, 
— that Jefust whom they had crucified. What dis- 
coveries do the chief priefts make? The apoftles 
are in their hands. The man who had been lame, 
is (landing by. They are \efted with full power as 
magiftrates, to take cognizance of the matter. If 
there is deceit, it muft be dete&ed. But no dis- 
covery is made; and immediately afterwards five 
thoufand Jews embrace the gofpeL 
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But the moft remarkable miracle of all is the 
refurrettion of Jefus Chrift. Perufe the hiftory 
with care; and you muft conclude either that 
he rofe, or that his difciples Hole the body 
away. The laft, the more it is confidered, -the 
more improbable it appears. Jefus had de- 
clared, that he would rife again on the third 
day. The heads of the Jewifh nation knew" this,' 
and determined to prevent any craft or force being 
employed by his followers to take the body from 
the tomb, and then pretend that he was rifen. A 
ftone is rolled to the mouth of the fepulchre; a 
feal is fixed upon it, and a guard of Roman foldiers 
fet. Will the timid difciples who ran away when 
their matter was feized, now attack a band of arm- 
ed men ; or could they hope to carry off the 
body fecretly? What is more improbable? — Be- 
fides, if they had reafon to think their mafter had 
deceived them, and filled their minds with falfe 
expectations ; inftead of running any rifle to get 
the body into their poffeflion, they would rather 
have renounced all connection with him for ever. 
Had they even ftolen away the body as was faid, 
that would have entirely cooled the ardour of their 
affe&ion, and have banifhed the enthufiafm of love 
from their breaft, never to return. But their fu- 
ture lives, by the ardent fervour of their aflfedfcion- 
ate zeal, ftill more ftrongly confute the fuppofition. 

It is evident the body is gone. The apoftles 
defcribe the refurredtion of their mafter; and as- 
fert that he appeared to them on the very day 
he rofe, and frequently afterwards. Read the fol- 
diers' account, Matt, xxviii. Obferve the conduA 
of the rulers. Why do they not order the apoftles 
to be feized? Why do they not command the fol- 
diers to be puniflied ? "Why do they not bring the 
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whole to a jprid ical determination? Why i s. tfiis 
neglect in men, who had been fo anxious to have a 
guard placed on the fepulchre? On the jfuppofi- 
tion of the refurred^oia of Jefus, the whole, is na- 
tural and ealy : on a fuppQli^ion that the difciples 
came and ftole the body away, every thing i> inex- 
plicable. — In ihprfc, the more . attentively eVeiy 
jniracle is examined^ the ftronger cyidence^it \wi^i 
Jbe found to contain. Will it belaid*. " The a>- 
jpoftles had the writing of their own ftofy, and thje 
jtellingpf their own tale ?•• But does} not the fuc- 
ccft of thegpfpel plainly (hew* th^t their account 
.could not be ^ontradjded nor disproved? Infect, 
what contradi&ion of this nijracle do the writings 
of the adverfaries of the gpfpel contain ? what proof 
\h$t the.refurrc&ion of Jefus did not take place*? 
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ay thefe things together* and let them be 

weighed: it is impoflible but that they muff have 

/weight with a considerate mind. , The miracles of 

Chritt and his apoftles were pyblifhed all around, 

as foon as they wfere performed, They were conj- 

jmitted to the pige of. hiftory, in. the fame a£e, jn 

'the fame coun/ry, ^rid for the infpecftiori of tfre 
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' ' * The pence ofjofepbus on tbefulje&i end of Pkllo, 

' and of the ear It eft writers, after the publication of tie 
go/pel, is a very finvuldr circiimftance ; and gives reb- 
Jon io conclude , that they could nor dttiy the searty of 

■ the miracles ofCbrift, and durfl not attempt the Refuta- 
tion of the Go/pels and Afts of the 'Apoftles, nor the vin~ 

' di cation of the rulers arid priefts from the charge vf 
flack and complicated guilt, which wert hutqfit 

\tgdiftft them by the followers of Jefus. • ^ 
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fame people ambn^^honi ; -*fcpy wre Wfought, 

They Were likewife immedijrtefy si&cd upon botifc 

"by friends, and by Foes. Hajl there been any : #& 

ception it was eafy to difcov*r & : And loon. T {H£ 

covered it imift have beerii becaufir the riioft imi. 

portant confequences depended on the difcoveiy. 

Here is evidence of a fuperfpr kind ; and the world 

can produce nothing like if. The ftories of ini* 

Tacles recorded feveral hundreds of years after tBcy 

were performed, and *t a diftance frojn the fceifc 

of a&ion, fucfi as thofe of Pythagoras, and ftpol*. 

lonius ofTyana, and ih Livy's hiftory, yili ndt 

bear a comparison ; are unworthy of attention fdr 

v a ^moment, and have not even probable evidence in. 

their fupport. Some have expreffed thepifeivds 

lightly concerning miracles, as ifit vere ah eafy 

thing to lay claim to them; and fuccefs were not 

t difficult: but they did not derive thefe fentim^nta. 

from the hiftoi-y of mankind. Where a fyffcm is 

• eftablifhed, its votaries may pretend to miracles in 

order to fupport* its influence; ^ttd being fufc. 

'rounded by thofe whp are as tnych attached to it is 

' themfely es, they . friay fpeceed ih the hnpoflure. 

.But produce an inftance in the page of hipny, t>f 

perfons introducing a new religio n which wasfo 

, dirdifl oppofition to all thofe already eft^fiiheBj 

-arid offering miracles. as the evidence yhat thej-^* 

ligioa was from God ? Mere, after .Moles, chrittj- 

anity (lands alone; and the world does not prefetit 

another example of the kind* However much an^ 

might have been difpofed to fnake the trial, they 

•felt the. difficulty, and fhrunk back, T^he apoftlps 

&$ Ghrift adA ajice boldly to the field. , Multitudes 

fee the miracles, embrace the .gofpcl, change net 

only their fentim en ts,£ut their habits, and their 

jppijfliift; and fufier de£th on it* *c$pynt. Its 



enemies lave left nothing on record, that hja fh$ 
fhadow of an argument againft its truth, or of an 
objedion to its diviifc authorit jv . / 
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CtiAPrbR vu 

0F tK« BylDENCE FOR THB DIVINE AUTHORITY Of 
THE NSW TESTAMENT. ARISING FROM PROPHECY." 

WHiruzH imractes tf prophecies furnHh ih$ 
ftrongeft evidence for the truth of revelatioh'it may* 
not be cafy to determine* Each has its advantages. 
Miracles, at the time they are wrought^ Carry deep 
Cdn vi# ion of the pdweir of God cfifplayed in favou r of 
the truth. We frequently perceive this effed in the 
fpe<5fcarors, .when Chrift gave fight toxjis blind, and 
health to the djifeifed: they were .aftoniflied, they 
ivere amazed* they glorified God. On the o^hejr 
hand, the fulfilment pf prophecy which has been 
pregnant with the event for ages, and. at laft trjar 
vails in birth, and brings forth, riiuft ftrike every 
bbferver with equal force/ though in /a different 
,way; and manifefts the divine foreknowledge ah$ 
wifdom bearing witrtefs that the religion, which it 
was d^fighed to confirm, is4rom God. When "the 
.two are united, what ftronger external .eyidencipxah 
we.conceivel . . . ^ '- 

That the gofpel can jbokft of its mir^eles '..Tyjs 
beep {hewn : it has prophecies Jikewife to brjng fcuS- 
;war4 ih fuppoift of its cfaimsVahd not rterely ope 
or x wo 'ihlulated predictions, bjit. a vift'.body*, cop- 
ncczta m^tspajrts, ftretching through fcor^f pf 
ienturie^nd calling 1 our" attention ^p t&e mfjft 
fliikingapd prormnent .features .of /particular 
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Events. * c feut there have been many itnpbftijr^ 
jn this foay," the enemy of the gofpel obje&i. It 
is granted; but what docs it prove? If a perfbtt 
declares that an event has taken place, which never 
took place, is it a proof that no declaration con- 
cerning any event which is paft, is worthy of cre- 
dit? It is juft the fame, with cefpeft to events 
which are to come, Befides, falfe pretences to a 
thing ftjrnifti a ftrong, preemption that them af e 
fomevchcr/c juft claims.. Thcr£ would benp^cpun- 
t^rfeit, were there no fterling money. Let the 
fubj ed of prophecy be candidly; wtighed . r 

SECTION f; 



fbe CbaraBeY of the PropbeU. 

Thk men, whom God has employed as iriftrutalents 
in providence^, for accomplishing his defign$,by 
changes, among the nations of the earth, have of- 
ten been the vneft of hum&n kind. But when he 
lias commiflioned perfohS ro adl as his fervants. in 
^revealing his will, and calling finners to i-epentaftce 
and fubje&ion, they have always been both like 
liittifeif and their commiflion, wife and holy men. 
'Such, on examination, will the character of the 
"prophets, both of the Old Teftament and of the 
p)ew, be found. If writings (and the defcriptioft 
ifc confined tofuch as wrote a portion of thefe hal- 
lowed Volumes) can furnifli evidence of the intel- 
lectual and moral qualities of the authors, the palm 
of eminent wifdom and good nefs mull be given 
them. There i« a fuperiority ' to evil principles 
and felfilh ends. That they did not exercife the 
office for gain, is evident from the nature of their 



predi&ions. Thefe were very often fuch as to be 
calculated to procure injuries Jnftead of benefits; 
and a prifon and death, inftead of a life of eafe and 
affluence. They did not, like the falfe prophets, 
flatter nobles and princes, and prophecy fmootto 
things- to (both their paflions,. and confirm them 
in their ways ; but frankly told the plain truths 
whcn> they- knew it would be i difagreeable in the 
extreme, and v would endanger- their own fafety. 
Firne was- not their objed:: they never fought it : ; 
and we feldonv fihd them* in courts or among th& 
great* but to tell unpalatable^ truths. They had* 
hot the- ffririt* of the world nor did they view the 
f£enes- they exhibit, with worldly eyes; In- 
fenfiWfe* to the^ charms of greatnefs; power, and ? 
earthly joys, they> regard every object which is* 
pre fen ted before them* only as it has refpe^l to' 
Gpdi and man's fubje&ion to him: for the honour* 
of God, the kingdom of Chrift, and the- higheft 
happinefs of< men are evidently the objedFs which 
bear f way within their hearts* and govenr their 
cond^di They; have* occaiion to* mention^ all 
kinds.of perfons and things> and to reprefent all 
kinds of events* but if is eafy to perceive that 
they jare afFe&ed with them, only •< as they are con- 
nected with the* grand fyftem of the* divine 1 gbi 
vernment, and as hindering or advancing the mo- 
ral i ropro vcnicnt of raank ind * 
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f &> Nature, Minutenefs, and Extent of Pr*pbee$; 

There have been many inftances of meil foretel- 
ling events ; and according to their conjecture they 
took place: this has been fometimes the effc& 
<*f accident, fometimes of fupcrior fagacity. . Hence 
the oppofers of chriftianity have been ready to 
confider the prophecies in no higher light*- But 
a .little attention will difcover an immenfe dif* 
ference. A naked event may be frequently forefcen* 
as the efFed: of an exifting, operating caufe; But 
the prophets record events with a coafidcrable de-* 
gree of w.'nutene/s: circumftances arc appended: 
the perfons, the caufe, thceffed, the manner, the 
time, the place, make a part of the prediction* 
This wholly alters the cafe: and it is ten thou-, 
fand to one, if the man who eonjedtured aright as 
to the mere event, would have fucceeded, ixad 
thefe formed a part of his narrative. 

The things predicted are likewife of fuch a 
nature as to bid defiance to human conjeduxe. 
Some of them were novel in their kind, fome un- 
common, many improbable: notafew, the very re- 
verfe of Avhat might be expe&ed to take place ; 
and fome, as the refurre&ion and afceniion of 
Chrift, and the pouring out of his fpirit, were fu- 
pernatural. Many of the events were of fo con-. 
tingent,and fome of fo improbable a nature, that 
the forefight of them exceeds the greateft human 
fagacity. It belongs to God alone, and to thofe 
whom he infpires. 
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The exteujive range of prophecy raifcs it ft ill 
higher above the powers of man* Were but a few 
events predidted, were they comprifed within a 
irnall fpace; and were they unconne&ed with each 
bther, the evidence would be lefs ftrong. The 
heathen oracles had no fyftem. An infulatcd 
j?veht now and then took place according to the 
Tefponfe: but there was no important object in 
view* no, whole, of which thefe formed a part. 
jHott different is the fcene before us! The num- 
ber of evenh is exceedingly great. The fpace of 
timt which they occupy, is immenfe: they ftretch 
through forhe rhbufand years. As to place, they 
"Spread over the face of the whole earth, as the 
icehfe of fulfilment. Iriftead of an unconnected 
Imafsj there is a regular chain of events, related to, 
>nd conhedtfed with, each other, and forming one 
grand whole. In ihort, prophecy forms a fuccin& 
Jprevious hiftory of the deftinies of the human race: 
it notes Hown with diftin<5tnefs the rhoft memoxv 
jable aeras; and defcribes, with charaders ftrongly 
marked, the divine difpenfations t>f judgment and 
mercy. 

Prophecy, in this view, acquires a wonderful ac- 
jceffion of evidence. If men may conjecture fome 
near and infulated events depending on caufes 
jwhich already exift, it is utterly impoflible for any 
TE>ut thbfe who are taught of God, to foretel fo ex- 
tenfive and complicated a plan, where many of the 
jcau fes Vere not, at the time of the predi&ion, 
brought irito'exifteiice: nor could human or even 
^xjgelic fagacity forcfee that they ever would exift. 
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SECTION m. 



the Ttejign of Prtfpbecy. * ' ; ; 

To be able to gratify curiofity, feeds the pride v cjf 
the human heart. To pjifplay qualities which others 
.do not poflefs, in order tp acquire fuperioVity^^anS 
to be ad in i red, is exceedingly natural to man. 
But how remote ^^e thefe things from the fpirfe 
;and defign of the holy prophets! In pretences to 
^prophecy amongthe heathens, all the pbj eft of the 
tinquirer was to haye curiofity gratified,, pr to ren- 
der the anfwer fubfervient to the purfuit* of ai%* 
,bition, avarice, Qr pleafure: and if the perfon pre* 
-leading to divination or oracular refponfea had 
jstny objed: beyond the reward prefented by the in* 
rquirer, it was merely to produce admiration,, and 
give credit to a gainful jmppfture. But the pro* 
^phets of the fcripture* have infinitely higher eacte 
.in view. To confirm the truth and authority of a 
revelation, to give more exalted views of God, to 
.produce faith in the Saviour, tp create fubmiflioft 
:to the divine will, to excite to perfeverance in the 
Service of God, to communicate fupport under fuf* 
ferings for religion, toconfole chriftizins amidft tile 
rage, and enmity of the world, and tp juftify the 
-ways of God to man, is the defign of their.pre- 
di&ions: and who can fay but that it is a defign 
worthy of men, who came with a commiflioh from 

.Cod? 

That unity of defign in the dodrines and feope 

of the gofpel, which appears in the writers of the 

New Teftament, might well be urged as a forcible 

argument in fupport of the general queftion. Ic 

js here adduced only in confirmation of the pro- 
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phfecies of fcriprure. This connected chain of e% 
tents, this previous hiftory of future times* isthp 
more remarkable^ as the prophets, lived in dif* 
ferent couritHes and iri different ages, Wheji 
men Hire all in one place; it may be (aid,, thejr 
have cohfpired to impofe oft the world, by in-; 
venting a tale in which they all may agree. But 
*s to the prophets who s preceded Chrift's comings 
iftahy dould have no Conntkion with the others^ 
Each' hotvetfet, perforins the part afligned hinj 
by heaverf: arid \kre fed the ftone which he has 
polifhed, fex%£ly fit*' the place it was defignea 
for in the building, khd give £nlkrgement t ftrengthj 
and beauty to the whole. None of them arc 
copy ids. While they fpeak (as is often the 
cdffe) of the fame thing;, it is with feme additional 
circumftances ; and each has fomething new to 
predi(9y which toii madb known to him atone* 
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The Degree of CUarnefs in Ptipbe'ey: 

Goni plaints have been irta'de of the darknefr. ahej 
Uncertainty of prophecy: but do they not arife 
ftorii not duly confidering its manner anddefign? 
The language is aifigntd atf one caiife of its ob- 
fcurit^': ihzindiftin8nefsofrepreJtntation a$ another* 
With what reatfon (half be' feeni. 

Ki prophecy is a peculiar fpecits of writing- it 
is natural to expect a peculiarity in the language i$ 
makes tffcTof. Sometimes it employs ' vfointerptsj 
bftt molt cdirtfrrottly figuraiivt /ighs. It has fym* 
boh of its own, wliich are common to all the pro* 
phels : but it h not to be cOnfidered oh this aci 
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count as a riddle. The fymbolf are derived fwm 
the ^ork^of creation and providence* frpm the 
hiftory of the. Jews, and of the nations faith which 
rhey^rere; mbft' clofely conne&fed, br by whk& 
they Werfc mbft violently oppofedL Thefe fymbolft 
have their, rules of interpretation as uniforn), and 
as certain as any other kind of language: and 
whoever applies his mind with patience and atten- 
tion to the fubjed, willbe able to underftand the 
general fcheme of prophecy, and the colour df 
crehts foretold, whether pfolperous or calamitous ; 
though he may be utterly unable t6 difeqver td 
% "what perfbn,' or precife time a,nd place, they are to 
be applied. 

r Complaint has likewife been made of tvant of 
clearnefs in prophecy, from an indiftihft feprefen- 
tatibn of the event. But yet let it be remembered, 
that if fome prophecies be obfcu re, others are clear. 
Thef latter furnifh a proof of the infpifation of the* 
fcriptures; the former contain nothing againft it. 
The obfeurity is itf fpany inftihees accounted for 
from the extenfive grafp of prophecy. Some pre- 
didtions were to have their laccomplifhment in the 
early ages of the churchrarid were peculiarly de- 
signed for the* benefit of tht firft chriftians. Thefe 
hereon that* account more plain. /There are other 
t>redi<£Hons defigned for the benefit of thojfe who 
lived in the middle ages.; To the. firft chriftians 
thefe'toere obfeure: but when the time advanced 
toward their accomplifhment, the veil was gradu- 
ally drawn afide; and they were more clearly feen, 
*nd better understood. • Another clafs of predic- 
tions looked forward to the latter ages of the church, 
Theie appeared obfepre both to the firft chriftyins, 
and to thofe Mfho lived, in thc : middle ages* but: 
wheh. that generation appeared, for whpfe ufe it 
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was the will of ; heaven they (bpuld.be left on re* 
Cord, light began .to ftrine upon them; and th$ 
jninds of men were awakened to look out for : the 
accomplishment, in fome great events, which 
would difplay .tbe^loxy of Czpd,. and advance thje 
happinefs cdf . his fervar\ts\ - The obscurity of many 
prophecies will be accounted for in this .yay* 

Another „reafon for throwing a veil <>ver the face 
of prophecy, whether by ip peculiar fymbols, or $ 
dark representation^ will.appear by canfideriag th* 
nature of the fubje<St. Spme of .the events foretp4d 
areoffuch^ nature, that the fate of natipas de* 
pends upon them / and they are to, be brought 
into eamence^by the infttujjientality ofjpen- ,Ha^ 
lain language or clear defcription been employed, 
e friends of chriftiainity would have endeavor- 
ed to accompli fla them, by means ufed -with this, 
exprefc defitgn. .Oil the other hand, its enemies 
Would have exerted every nerve in order to prevent 
die accompliflijgnent, In the preftnt form of pro*-. 
p"hecy, men are left Xn thefe matters entirely tft 
themfelvesj and fulfil tbe prophecies without in- 
tending, or thinking, or knowing that they do fa,.. 
The accpmplilhmeht ftrips off the veil; . and the 
evidence of prophecy iappws wall its fplendw^ 
How n\uch wifet Gpd*s methods are,, than ijian's 
Vouldbel 



SECTION V. 

The Prophecies concerning Cbrift. 

LTet thole who aflert predictions to be fortunate 
cpnj^atures^ ftbjp.for a moment and ferioufly can*. 
iiclcT the' prophecies of the OW Teftameiit ( the 



firft volume qf this boolc, and of equ*l authority,* 
as will be afterwards {hewn, ) concerning the Mes- 
fiah. Perjjaps there, may be a hundred paffages 
tit more, each containing fomewhat diftin& ana 
peculiar in thedefrription of his cbaradte*- : a <;harl 
Sufter in which 'are many things very fem^rk^bie;, 
and fbme apparently contradjftory: fee particularly 
Ifaiah Tiii. ' They were recorded by different men; 
fe ditFerent countries^ and in different ages; an<j| 
the iaft, Tome centuries before bis appearance- 
Chriftians fay, that all thefe predictions felate to 
Jefus Chrift. The matter is capable of accural^ 
examination. Hiftory, facred and profane, fur- 
fiHhes'us with a number of heroes^ warriors, ftates- 
men, king's, fages, and philofopher$. Apply 
the prophecies to any of them you pleafe. ' Tak^ 
Judas, qr Peter, or John, pr Herod; or go to pro- 
feiie hiftory: take'.Alexahder or Cfefar; or, if you 
think it will anfwer better, take (Confucius, So- 
crtftes, or Marcus Antonius. Apply to any of them 
the prophecies of the Old Teftament. If one par- 
ticular fuits, a fecond does not: a third renders it 
evident, that not one of them is the man defigned. 
Apply them to Chrift; apply all the hundred or 
more: ah aftpnilhing correfpondence appears; 
every one fits him: there is not a fingle predi&iqn 
tfhich is difcordant. He that will call this tbanie^ 
and afcribe the agreement merely to fortuitous cir- 
cumftances, is not fit to be argued wjth; and muft 
not fay that chriftians alone are credulous. 

Thereisacircumftance peculiarly ftriking, which 
we fhould not pafs over; namely, that the predic- 
tions concerning Chrift, are. all in the keeping of 
his enemies. Had the difciples of Jefius been the 
fote^gumclisms of the facred books,, it might txeJairi, 
that they altered them <td make the projrtxecy ac - 



gord with the event. But the Jews are the keepers, 
the jfftlgus keepers efthe ancient prophets: and 
fheir hatred to Chrift and his caufe is at lraft as 
$rpng, as their vcn«tatiqa for the prophets of their 
natian. A(k them for the bopk ; they will give it 
you, and curie Jefijs of Nazareth. But read it, 
sjiid yo$ will find a pcjrfecft agreement between the 
prediction and the event, in the character of Chrift; 
and thax it is, not w^thoet fuflfcicnt rcafon we be- 
lief that jtrfu* is th* tnj« Meffiah proaiifed of 
old. 

SECTION VI. 
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3/i* D^ftrufiton ofjerufaiem $>y the Remans. 

Theblb are three examples peculiarly ftrikang, 
-which I fhall prefent to view from the New Tes- 
lament: one is near the time of tjhe prediction: 
the fecond remote by many centuries : the thi/d 
holding forth the light of its evidence from the age 
of the prophecy to the prefent hour, with this dif- 
ference pnly, that the light : grows .clearer and 
ftrongeras we advance in the journey: the fiar i* 
become a fun. Thus^, men 13 every age ha*ve a 
prophecy iu a'dtual fulfilment to fiijpport their faith. 
Let us begin with the fir.fi-, the dejlrudlion of. Je- 
rusalem by the Romans. 

A mete general .declaration that an event will 
take places deferves npt much attention, nor fur-r 
nfflais much evidence. It mayepme to pafs, al- 
though the predi&Lon ha* no higher origin than 
human .'(agaeity, or even bold conjecture. But the 
faie, i rwidfly &ifferqn]i, w.hcntUne, jpfoce, qirewm- 
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fiances, perfons engaged, caufes and effefts are 
particularly delineated: all chefe enter irtto the 
prophecy before us. 

The event itfelf was improbable, for Jerufalem 
was already in the hands of the Romans; and there 
was no likelihood that the Jews would drive them 
away. Though they felt fore under the Rbmarr 
yoke, their ftate pfefented nothing like th£ power 
of fhaking it off. Few iriftarices are on record of 
cities in that age fo totally deftroydl. The flaiigH- 
ter of the inhabitants far exceeded what ordinarrly 
took place. The particular circumftances of the fiege, 
the caufes which protra&ed it, the reafons of the 
fearful lofs of lives 'which erifued, the miferies which 
fpread over the land, the depopulation of the 
country in general, the degradation of tfte fiirvi- 
vors to perfonal flavery, and the fcattering of them 
over the face of the earth, thefe, no human wifdoni 
could forefee : and all was to take place before that 
generation Ihould pafs away. 

As the predidion was remarkable, To was the 
accomplilbment. Were I to fend you to a chris- 
tian writer for information 6n the point, you might 
fay, "Zeal for his religion has filled his book" witK 
pious frauds; to make the event accord with the 
prediction." I rejoice that I can fend yoii to a 
Jew: an enemy of thegofpel fhill be your orade. 
Jofephus-s hiftory of the wars of his countrymen 
with the Romans, contains a full account , of, tfre 
fate of his nation: and he was well qualified' &r - 
writing it, for he was deeply Concerned* iii tbp 5 
work, and bore a public office* at the' time'. Dp \ 
ndt take a chriftian's word for the fulfilment; 
but read the Jewiih record and compare it wittf 
the-predi&ion of thrift, in the' gfcfpel by Matt/" 
xxiii. 38. xxiv. and Luke xxi. If you be earned 
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w ^iftllftgtb. know the true religion, that you may 
attain eternal happinefs, you will not think the 
labour top great. 

"* Tlmt.thc evidence may appear in all its luftre, 
obferve the minute circumftances on which the 
war depended, the fortuitous events which pro- 
duced it, the ,cafual occurrences which contributed 
to its extent and continuance, the Hfing paflions 
at the moment which gave a turn to affairs, the 
objc&s appearing in view which fuggefted further 
plans, th$ purpofes formed in confequence of ex- 
ifling.circumftanceSi and the unpremeditated a&s 
of obfeure individuals which led to the moft im- 
portant confequences. To produce the final ca- 
taftrophe in its full extent, thefe all combined, and 
all were neceffary: and thefe, none but God could 
forefee, and none but God's fervants prediift. 
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fbe Propfacus concerning Antitbrifi. 

What chriftianity was in its origin, by reading 
the New ;Teftament will be clearly feen. There 
appears a fyftem of truth taught by unaffuming 
men with all humility: a fyftem of infinite lim-. 
plicity as to outward forms; to be propagated 
without force and compulfion; and containing no 
other tie but that of brotherly love: a fyftem, the 
minifters. employed in teaching which, were to, 
have no authority, but what arofe from the vo- 
luntary fubjedtion of men to the doctrine of Chrift ; 
not what the minifters declared to be fo; but what 
they themfelves were fatisfied was fo, from their 
own examination and conviction. 



The predictions concerning Affl:icfirift»"<teTiri<Sif£ 
a ftate of things as widely different as night frori* 
day. They reprefent a fyftem, or power arifing* 
in the chriftian church m drreiS oppofition to its 
genius, tendency*, and fpiritj rhe very aritipode of 
the gofpel. That ehriftianitjr woirid be corrupted 
in a courfe of time, was no improbable tonjec-^ 
ture: and the mere declaration that fufcft 8tf event 
would take place, could confer no claim td-tht gifif- 
of prophecy. But fiich a chain of predi&ion* a# 
thisconceming Antichrift, furpaffes all human fore- 
fight, Conjedure could not have ftretched her 
wings fo far. Befides(, the numerous difthigui fting 
characters* caufes > effedte^and errcumftatfefcs 6f this? 
ftrange phenomenon are fo minutely delineated,- 
that the divine foreknowledge alone could h&vtf 
drawn the pi&ure. See the defcription in 3 Thefs. 
ii. i Tim. iv." Rev. xiii. xvii. — xix. It is of a power 
rifing up within the chriftian church, and arro- 
gating the name'td itfelf; jfoft^Hng ignorance, 
fuperftition, idolatry, and will-worfhip; difplay- 
ing craft, pride, ambition, and luxury; and exer- 
cifing tyranny, cruelty, and 1 intolerance. Read 
the paflages with care, and duly weigh them.— Is 
this the church ofChrift? Is this his religion? 
How aftonilhing the change! Inftead of the Am- 
ple do<5trinc of the gofpel, ahuge mafs of uncouth 
and fcholaftic dogmas! Inftead of its unadorned; 
worfhip, all the pomp and pageantry which the* 
fpirit of the world could difplay. Inftead of its 
humble minifters, men adorned with gorgeous 
robes of.fantaftic forms, and decked with gold srtvd 
lilver, and precious ftonfs. Inftead of inftrucSioft 
by truth, the mind is famifhed; jbut thecye:*ahd: 
the ear,. the fenfes and the imagination are feafted 
with bows and genuflections, with the melody of 



•founds; Tind pleating fpiedtacles, and long proctfs- 
iions, and fragrant incenfe. A complete worldly 
fyftem is framed ; and a man dwelling in the city- 
built on feven hills, becomes the head, and holds 
4ll the reins of dominion in his hand: tight and 
iirm he does hold them; and all move obedient to 
his will, I nftead of honouring the apoftle9 whofe 
names are ever in his mouth, he affumes an e- 
'quality or even a fuperiority; he calls himfelf in- 
fallible. Thofeof his kingdom whobluftito as- 
iigh him that dignity, gravely affctt that two or 
three hundred bifhops, all fallible; when met in 
"what is called a general council; become infallible 
in all their decilions on the do&rines and duties of 
chriftianity. Mark reader! Each of thefe irien is 
fallible as. ah individual: but when two or three hun- 
dred of them are aflembled in all the weaknefs and 
paflions of fallible men, they become thereby infal- 
lible; and their decifion in every matter is thedecf- 
fion of Jefus Chrift himfelf. Nay more, the bifhops 
vrHo have derived their authority from this wondrous 
man, the head of the anti-chriftian kingdom, by 
laying their hands on any^perfon whom they ap- 
prove, and uttering a certain form of words, con- 
vey to hihva new and indelible character. In con- 
fequence of the authority thus .received, he has 
power to forgive fins; and by pronouncing four 
words, hoc eft corpus meum, he can change the fub- 
ftance of bread and wine into the fubftahce of the 
flefh and blood ot Jefus! 

Far from liftening to the voice of Chrift, whtfn 
he faid, " Who'made me a judge and divider 3- 
mong you •*•• v~ - cc my kingdom i&not of thia world ;" 
the man in the city upon the feven hills, who calls 
himfelf his vicar, claimed the kimgdoms of the 



earth as hi$ own : and difpofed of all the countries ^ 
which fhould be difcovered to the weft, to one na^ 
tibn, and all that fhould be difcovered to the eaft, 
to another; aflerted the territories of Europe to be 
at his difpofal ; loofed fubje&s from their allegi- 
ance, and kings from their oaths ; laid the faired 
kingdoms in chriftendom under an interdid ; de- 
pofed monarchs from their thrones, and gave them 
to others by his word ; and demanded an honorary 
revenue from all. Not only did he affert his fu- 
periority to all the fons of men on earth, he laid 
heaven itfelf under contribution : and claiming the 
good works of the faints above as a fund of merit 
at his difpofal, fold them to the higheft bidder ; 
and affixed a ftipulated price for the pardon of the 
moft odious crime, which the blacked heart had 
planned, or the moft guilty hand had perpetrated; 
and for indulgence, with impunity for the time 
to come, in any fin which human cupidity could 
crave. 

While, aided by his numerous hofts who fat- 
tened on the fpoils of his conqueft, he was ever 
watchfully attending to his own interefts, and ea- 
gerly-improving every circumftance which oc- 
curred to advance them, and extend his influence, 
he with eagle's eyes pierced into every obfeure re- 
cefs, where men called heretics were fuppofed to 
dwell; and the fofteft wbifpers of the difcontented 
entered into his ears. To queftion his authority, 
to fuggeft a doubt whether Chrift fan&ioned his 
claims, and to dare to deny their validity, was cer- 
tain death. Unarmed himfelf, he commanded the 
rulers of the nations to execute his decrees: and 
whether the unhappy perfons were many or few, of 
high or low degree, fubmiffion or death was the 
only alternative. The fingle heretic met his fate 
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by the magiftrate's fire or fword; the heretical 
tribe or province, by the fanguinary hands of the 
cru fading hoft breathing out blood and (laughter. 
Nor did he ceafe to have recourfe to fuch inhuman 
meafures > till the light of knowledge produced a 
refufal to obey his bloody mandates. 

Have I been feigning an imaginary, or have I 
been delineating a real chara&er! To the hiftory 
of Europe I appeal for the truth of what I as- 
fert. For nearly the whole of what I have faid, I 
appeal, O men of France* to you whofe country 
has been ftained with the blood of hundreds of 
thoufands, merely "hecaufe they would not wor- 
fbip the beaft and his image ; nor receive his mark 
on their foreheads, and on their hands.'* Perufe 
the annals of your nation, and you will find that 
the picture I have attempted to draw, is not an 
overcharged caricature, but a faint outline. — Was 
it poflible to conceive, that from the bofom of the 
chriftian church, fuch an odious monfter would 
arife : and could human fore fight have poflibly 
conjectured that after a lapfe of centuries, as it 
grew to maturity, all the features, would gradually 
acquire the perfect likenefs of the hideous original 
which prophecy had defcribed. How improbable 
was it at the timeof the writingof the New Teftament, 
when a pagan emperor fwayed the fceptre, that in a 
courfe of years there fliould fucceed a ftrange kind 
*f government,' whofe head would be a man calling 
himfelf a chriftian prieft, and the vicegerent of 
Chrift on earth. This, God alone could forefee; and 
God alone could enable the apoftles to »predidt. 
It is minutely p red idled: and the rife, the vaft do- 
minion, the decline, and the utter deftrudtion, are 
all delineated. The twdfirft, hiftory records; the 
third, we have partly heard ef, and partly feci*: 
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may the fourth and laft fpeedily arrive ! You hay* 
•thought the hideous reignof Antichrift, and his 
craft and cruelty a fufficient reafon for renouncing 
chriftianity ; bur you miftake. They furnilh a juft 
caufe for reje&ing fo abfurd a fyftem as you for- 
merly profeffed: but they prefent y©u with, a 
ftriking evidence of the truth and divinity of the 
New Teftameftt, in which thefe abufes were all 
defcribed ; and they fhould influence you to receive 
the gofpel in its purity. Thus will the dreadful 
abufe of chriftianity, which has been adduced as an 
obje&ion to its truth, be found to furnilh an u?v? 
anfwerable argument in its favour. 
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SECTION VIIJ. 



fbt Ext ft en ce and State of the Jews as a Jeparate 

People. -. 

When I look around me in the world, I obferve 
a people different from all others, in looks, in 
manners, and in religion* I inquire into their 
origin; and I find they have fceen a fepar&te peo r 
pie near four thoufand years. During almoft half 
that time, they lived in a country by themfelves. 
But for more than feventeen hundred years, they 
have been fcattered abroad over tjfe face of the 
earth, fojourning as ftrangers under the dominion 
of others,— Kind treatment, and a high national 
character may influence men to diftinguilh them- 
feiyes from the reft of the world. But the -Jews* 
on the contrary, have been every where a .hilling, 
and a reproach : their very name has carried with, 
it contempt and ignominy. They have been; 
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treated worfethan dogs, becaufe they were Jews: 
and their religion has expofed them to the moft 
fanguinary cruelties. The brutal, nay diabolical 
behaviourof their enemies has not been the ebulli- 
tion of the moment: it has continued through 
many revolving ages. It has. not been confined to 
one place: it has extended to almoft every country. 
They have been hiffed at and infulted : this was 
their every day's ufage. They have been robbed, 
and plundered, and banifhed, and killed all the da/ 
long. In what country of Europe have not thefe 
fcenes been adted? Had they concealed their 
origin, had they changed their religion, had they 
intermarried with the natives of the land where 
they lived, they would have efcaped thefe evils- 
and their. poller ity would have been entirely ex- 
empted from reproach. This they well knew: 
h*it they (till, held faft the name, the manners, the 
religion of Jews ; and they intermarried only a- 
moiig themfelves. Is there another inftance of 
this in the world? where lhall it be found? There 
isvrione upon the face of the earth. Take the mat- 
ter in all its circumftances; and it is unique in the 
government of God, and in the hiftory of man. 
. While I am meditating on the wonderful phe- 
nomenon, I recollect that it was foretold by Jefus 
Chrift, Luke xxi. 24. ; by his apoftle Paul, Rom. 
xi. 25; and ftill more particularly by Mofes, a fer- 
vant.of God, who lived near fifteen hundred years 
before the coming of the Meffiah, Lev. xxvi. Deut. 
xxiii. Not only the mere event, but the particular 
circumftances, their capth ity, their difperfion, the 
contempt and hatred of the world, the miferies ac- 
companying, their very name, and the ^raufe of 
thefe; tbiin teje&ion of the M*jjiak by unbelief, all were 
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foretold. Predictions how unlikely! Obfervation 
and experience gave no countenance to fuch things. 
Who can diftinguifh the Britons, the Romans, the 
Saxons, or the Normans in England? or the Gauls, 
the Romans, and the Franks in France? Time and 
intermarriages have formed of them one people. 
Much more might it have been expeAed, that the 
fufferings of the Jews, like fire, would have melted 
them down into the common • mafs of human na- 
ture, with the different nations among which they 
dwelt. But the prediction, unlikely as it was, has 
come to pafs in all its parts ; and whoever fees the 
face of a Jew, feesa living argument for thdtruth 
and divine authority of the Gofpel of Jefus Chrifh 
— It is likewife worthy of remark, that in their dif- 
pcrfion, they carry with them the books of Mofcs 
and the prophets, which, while they teftify of Chrift 
as tRe Mefliah, contain predictions of their afflicted 
ftate, as a feparate people, for reje&ing hitti. His 
moil inveterate enemies become the heralds of his 
glory. 

The plans of God, when feen only in part, fre- 
quently appear unfightly and uncouth: when com-* 
plete, they are covered with beauty. It is fo here. 
What we fee, is like the limbs fevered from the 
human body: and how mutilated and uninviting 
is the light! — But the wretched ftate of the Jews 
will have an end. It is predicted, that they fhall 
be converted to the chriftian faith; and afterwards 
live in great honour and felicity: "For fhame," 
as oneof theirown prophets exprefles it, " they fhall 
have double; and for confufion they (hall rejoice 
in their portion: in their land they fhall poffefs 
double: everlafting joy fhall be upon^them." Ifa. 
Ixi. 7. How ftrong a prefumptive proof does their 
feparate ftate furnifh of rheir promifed reft oration! 
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When they are converted, the argument in favour 
of the gofpfel, defigned for the benefit and con- 
viction of the whole world, will be feen in all its 
evidence, and felt in all its force : and its influence 
on thofe who till then continue in unbelief, will be 
unfpeakably great. The evidence in its prefent 
flate merits the deepeft attention of every one who 
rejeds the chriftian religion. 

Read and meditate deeply on the fubjedt. Con- 
fider maturely its general nature and defign, and 
thefe particular predictions. I can confidently ap- 
peal to found judgment and reafon ; and fay, " Is 
prophecy a juft theme of ridicule? Does it confift 
of fome uncertain conje<ftures, which may be in- 
terpreted in any way? It muft be allowed by the 
candid and impartial to have confiderable weight. 
It is one of thofe arguments which refembles a 
river: it acquires greater body and force in pro- 
portion to the length of its courfe : and if we con- 
fidcr the fcope of many predictions, and the actual 
ftate of a confiderable portion of mankind, and the 
tendency of things in the moral world, do they not 
afford very weighty evidence of the infpiration of 
the prophets, and of the truth of the gofpei? 
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CHAPTER VIL 

OF THE EVIDENCE FOR THE DIVINE AUTHORITY OF 
THE NEW TESTAMENT, ARISING FROM THE SUCCESS 
OF THE GOSPEL. 

That the chriftian religion had great and exten- 
five fuccefs in the world, will be denied by none. 
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But fome may reply, ff So had the. old pagan -fy$~ 
terns; fo had the Koran. " The remark is fo far 
juft,. that mere fuccefs abftra&ed from ; circum- 
ftances, means, and caufes, is no proof either of 
truth or error. There is fcarcefy a more danger- 
ous principle, than that which Jeads a perfon to 
conclude, that becaufe a plan fucceeds, therefore 
it is right; becaufe the object which he had in 
view is attained, therefore it is good; and becaufe 
he has been able to gratify his wifties to the full, 
therefore it is an evidence of the divine approba- 
tion and favour. However common this manner 
of reafoninghas been, and is at the prefent time, it 
is utterly deftitute of foundation. But though the 
general maxim be falfe, it by no means follows 
but that in fome cafes, fuccefs may be confidered as 
a proof of truth and goodnefs; and an eminent 
difplay of the divine interpofition in its favour. It 
will appear, it is hoped, to be fo here. Let the fub- 
jeft be weighed with impartiality ; and it will befeen 
that while fuccefs pleads nothing in favour of ei- 
ther Paganifm or Mahometanifm, it is a ftrong 
prefumptive evidence that Chriftianity is of God. 
Confider the following things. 

SECTION I. 



the Nature of the Chriftian Religion as contained in 

the New Teftafnent. 

You will recoiled what has been already written 
on this fubjedh Chriftianity is at war with every 
evil paffion in the human heart: it condemns 
pride, ambition, and all thofe difpoiitions and 
purfuits which exalt men in their owji efteem, and 
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in th* efteerikof the world. It plainly tells reli- 
gionilh, that all their eoftly fervices, their multi- 
plied adb of worftiip, ahd their rigorous aufterities, 
will not purchafe the pardon of their fins, nor the 
favour of God, nor a title to eternal felicity : and 
s upon them as guilty, condemned, depraved, 
and miferable creatures to look for falvation from 
One who fuffered onthecrofs; to place all the*r 
dependence on him alone, " for wifdom, and righ- 
teoufnefs, and fan&ification, and redemption ;" 
i Cor. i. 30. and to live devoted to him. It en~ 
joins a temper and condudt diametrically oppoiit? 
to the wifties of every depraved heart. It ftrike* 
at the root of the prevailing fentiments and dis- 
pofitions of mankind, by proclaiming aloud, 
€c Selfilhnefs ftiall not reign : drag down the 
Jezebel from the throne, and trample her under 
foot." The welfare of our neighbour, the gofpel 
enjoins us to conlider as our own, and to love hirn. 
asourfelves ; and the public and general good to 
confider as paramount to private and individual 
benefit. Above all, it teaches us that the authority 
of God is to rule fupreme and without a rival 
in the foul ; and that we are to live in a &*te of 
conftant and entire fubje&ion to him ; or to adopt 
its language, cc to glorify him in our body and 
in our fpirit, which are his." 1 Cor. vi. 20: What 
is there irvthis religion either to foothe the lofty 
ideas of the great ones of the earth, or to gratify 
the appetites and paffions of the multitude? 
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SECTION IL 

?be Verfons by whom the Chrijiian Religion was pro- 
pagated. 

f Hi founder of chriftianity wafc fo pdor, that he 
had not where to lay his head : and thofe whoift 
he chofe for witnefle* of his chara&er, and mis* 
iionaries to the world, had no external glory to re*, 
commend them. None of them were men of li- 
terature, in the Greek or Roman feftfeofthe word* 
and Paul only in the Jewifh fenfe. The reft were 
plain men. They had no family conne&ions, no 
'eftatefe, no titles, not even that of Rabbi among 
their countrymen. They did not, I conceive, ap- 
pear in what is called thfe rank of gentlemen ; nor 
4iad they acquired the modes of behaviour in po- 
lite life. They were plain, honeft men, of un- 
feigned piety, and much unadorned good fenfe? 
who delivered their teftimoriy with great ifimpli- 
«'city and zeal, and with an ardent affe&ion to their 
mafier, and the fouls of men. In appearance, 
clrefs, and manners, they were confirfered as verging 
r towardis what is called the lower clafs of foxnety: 
'and in both their idiom and accent they had a- 
'itiong thfeir countrymen at Jerufalem,-the patois 
{the bfojgiie) of Galilee, and among the Greeks and 
Romans, the patois of the Jews. " What will this 
babbler fay?" was the contemptuous fneer of the 
Athenian Philofophers : and Paul's own decla- 
ration, "though I be rude in fpeech, yet not in 
knowledge," unites to confirm the juftnefs of the 
remark. By the followers of Chrift in fucceeding 
ages, the chara&er of the apoftles has been juftly 



( *5i Y 

held in fa high a degree of reyerence, that we 
are ready to attach to them a venerablejnefs of 
appearance in the eyes of the world, ivhich.com* 
inanded general efteem. But on due considera- 
tion, the account which has juft beea giyea, will 
be found to be #ceur^t£i Judge then what regard 
would be p^id to fuch men, when eh ey went from 
place to place, to propagate a new religion, and ta 
aflertthat every body was in the wrong except them- 
felves. When they every where proclaimed aloud, 
that unlefe each individual turned from his fiirful 
thoughts and way? ;, -the pagan from all his idolatry 
to the .gofpel j an£ the Jew from relying on his 
obfervanpes, ai>d quitted Mofe$ fox ' Chrift, he: 
could not efcape the judgments of God, — yqu can* 
eafily anticipate with wh&t hearts the world Wpyld 
liften tp thsir pr^ac^ings 
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The Means L wfiicb tytre emp J oytd for propagating 

the Go/pel. 

Pag a ^rs.M does not afford an inftance of any >per> 
fon before the coming of Chrift, employing M]hat- 
may be called a rat tonal method for converting the. 
inhabitants of any country, oreven of a finglecity,tp- 
the belief of the heathen mythology. The fyftem. 
formed in the infancy of fociety wa;S received as. 
divine, and thole, who afterwards entered info the 
community, muft fubmit to it as the condition of 
enjoying the benefit * of their prote<Slion. Ma- 
homet,, a-man of note among his countrymen, of 
a family accounted ancient and honourable, in, 
raan.n?rs:A<fturtier A .aiii|i attentive to all the pyijcx 
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titfos of polite behaviour, fought earneftly to ii*- 
gratfate himfelf with thofe who could promote his 
views. But finding foftnefs and perfualion to be 
tedious ways of gaining converts, he took afhorter 
and more fuccefsful method : and the ultima ratio 
regum, the fword Was allowed, and abundantly em- 
ployed. The booted Hierophant who comes at 
the head of an army and commands belief, de- 
m'oriftrates that he confides in fomething befldes 
arguments for fuccefs: and fuccefs here is no evi- 
dence of truth. When I fee his fword reeking 
with blood warm from the hearts of his oppofers, 
I wonder not that he has many profely tes ; but in^ 
ftead of believing, my foul is filled with difguft and 
abhorrence. 

Turn away from the odious fpe&acle, and view 
thedifciples of Jefus ih their humble garb, addres- 
fing the multitude in a fynagogue, or a handful in 
afchool, or in a pri\ate houfe! They have no 
wealth, and they cannot bribe; they have no in- 
fluence, and they can promife neither riches nor 
honours. They preach Jefus Chrift, and him cru-* 
ctfied. They narrate the hiftory of his life, and 
death, and refurrection, and afcenfion : aqd they 
declare that it is he who is appointed to be the 
Saviour of the world, and the Judge of the living 
and the dead. Both the Greeks and the Romans 
werefbrtd of eloquence (a very florid ar^d gaudy 
brie was the tafte of the gge) and of fine fpeaking, 
even to the very minuteft parts otaftion. But the 
only one of the apoftles who can be fuppbfed ca- 
pable of attempting fuch a thing, declares, fC I came 
not wi^h enticing words of men's wifdom," The 
reft could not, if they woqld: and that they did not 
aim at it, their writings plainly fhew: for if ever there 
Was a book tfhlck gaVe v Evidence that the writers 
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did not feek for eloquence of compofition, it is the 
New Teftament. We may juftly confider it *s a 
Specimen of their preaching: and it proves that 
they did not feek to impofe on men in any Aay. 
€f Our exhortation/' fay they, "was not of deceit, 
nor of tmcleannefs, nor of guile. " They made ufe 
of no political craft. They were neither fyco- 
phants of the rich arid great, nor flatterers of tht 
poor: they neither cringed to rulers nor courted 
the people ; and they made no (hew of learning, 
to impofe on the ignorant and vulgar. They 
gave no. promifes of any worldly advantage by the 
change of religion: on the contrary, they told their 
hearers, "all who will live godly in Chrift Jefus 
fhall fuffer persecution." Such were the means 
tifed. Were they calculated to deceive the Wjorld, 
andgain converts to an import u re? 
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The opfqfition made to the Gojpel. 

If oppofition was made to the introduction of a 
pagan fyftem, the fword decided the difpute. Ma- 
homet pretended a commiflion to filence oppofers 
in the fame way. But how different is the fpirit 
of thegofpel! cc The weapons of our warfare are 
not carnal. "—"Behold," fays Chrift to his a- 
poftiev" I fend you forth as fheep in the midft of 
wolves." The artillery of oppofition to the gofpel 
was planted in every quarter. There was oppo- 
fition from the prejudices of the people attached to 
the religion, of their fathers; and their attachment 
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was bigotted and fierce in proportion to their ig~ 
noraucc and biindnefs. There was oppofition from 
the pbilofopber and the learned: Chriftianity paid 
no fnore refped: to the fpeculations of the literati, 
than to the fuperftition of the muititude : no won- 
der that their pride was wounded, and they were 
roufed to revenge the contempt caft upon <J»em. 
There was oppofition from the priefts, and all who 
officiated in the temples, and fattened on the fa- 
crffices. Not only their wealth and influence, but 
their very exiftence was at (lake. How effectually 
they could ftir up the people to vengeance againft 
innovators, the experience of every age produces 
abundant teftimony. There was ltill more -for- 
midable oppofition from the rulers of the world. 
It was not merely an alliance between church and 
Hate under the reign of paganifm, but to fpeak 
more properly, an incorporation of religion into the 
civil conftitution: and in the Roman empire 
efpecially, the chief magiftrates bore the moft 
diftinguilhed offices of religion. The Emperor 
had the title of Pontifex Maximus, and thofe who 
were next to him in power fuftained the facerdotal 
offices next in dignity. What an alarm may thofe 
men be fuppofed to feel at the entrance of a fyftem, 
\?hich if fuccefsful, would ftrip them of all their 
dignity and influence in matters of religion; and 
which might likewife, in their apprehenfions, en- 
danger the public peace, and the (lability of their 
civil authority: and how tenacious of every 
grain of power rulers have always been, thehiftory 
of all ages clearly demonftrates. Or if they did 
not themfelves fufpedl danger, the other clafles 
concealing under the pretext of zeal for the rulers* 
fafety and the country's peace, the fears they felt 
for the lofs of their dignities and emoluments, 
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tooukTnot be flow to call for the interfersne* of 
the arm of authority, to put a ftop to the defigna of 
fuch dangerous men. 

Nor was there lefs oppofition from the Jews, 
than from the Gentiles. Chriftianity, by placing 
all nations on a level, (truck a blow at the root of 
the pride of every Jew. His fuperior privilege in 
being one of God's peculiar people was inftantly 
loft. So keen an abhorrence had they of this, that 
when Paul, in the courfe of a fpeech, mentioned 
that Chrift had fent him to preach to the Gentiles, 
they cried out, ,c Away with fuch a fellow from the 
earth, for it is not fit that he fhould live." Adts 
xxii. 22. They had heard him for a confiderable 
time in filence; but when he fpoke of the Gen- 
tiles being admitted to equal privileges with the 
Jews, they could bear it no longer; but eagerly 
fought to imbrue their hands in the blood of the 
impious blafphemer. Such was the fpirit of what 
would be called the populace among the Jews. To 
a, fmaller portion of honefty the pbarifees united ±- 
4Gjual oppofition, and fuperior hatred. If Chris- 
tianity fhould prevail, they muft fall from the pin- 
nacle of veneration into the abyfs of contempt. 
And is there any thing which will oppofe with 
greater violence and fervour, than the pride of fu- 
perior knowledge, and of the fan&imonious ob- 
fervance of every rite? The priefts had kindred 
feelings with thofe among the heathens ; the ma- 
giflrates too were forward of x themfelves to oppofe 
from thexaufes already afligned ; or they were in 
a manner forced to it, in order to pleafe the 
people. 

All thefe kinds ofoppofition were in addition to 
that grand radical prejudice which reigns in every 
depraved heart; namely the diilike of a religion 



trhrch commands td ftdriftce prictaat th« foot <rf 
the crofs of Jefus; and which enjoins perfeft purU 
ty in heart and life, and the deftrudtion of evetj* 
ftnful thought, and word and deed. 

That this is not Speculative reafortittg, the treat-* 
ment of Chrift and his apoftles, and of inferior 
teachers, will clearly prove. Reproach, lofs of 
goods, banifhment, imprifonment, and death, 
were their reward from the Jews. The Gentile* 
betrayed a fimilar fpirit: and the preachers of 
chriftianity were treated by them with equal dis- 
like and equal feverity. Succefs here will be 
markable indeed. 



SECTION V. 



The Sacrifices which tbo/e mujt mdkr % who embrace 

the GofpeL 

. If is not eafy for thofe who live where chriftia- 
. nity is the prevailing religion of a country, and 
—where the civil inftitutions afe not contrary to its 
.dictates, toformajuft idea of what every convert 
in the age of the apoftles was obliged to endure, 
and of the facrifices he was conftrained to make. 
Paganifm had fo blended its religious rites with 
the bufinefs and recreations of life, that a confei- 
entious chriftian was reduced to very considerable 
difficulties, as well as to very painful privations. 
To fay nothing of the theatre, the games, the (hows, 
the triumphal proceffions, in all of which heathen 
ceremonies were mingled, (and to abftain from 
thefe would be reckoned no fmall facrifice by 
multitudes,) idolatrous fuperftitions, infinuated 
themfelves into their family arrangements, and 



WSrfc introduced into their hofpi&bfe 'ehtfer&fn-; 
taiehts, and a&s of civility to thteir friends. This*' 
muft havfe been exceedingly painful to the converts 
to the gofpel, and miift havcalmoft excluded them' 
from focial ihtefcourfe, arid 'the enjoyment of the* 
rolrifbrts of relationfhip and confanguinity. 

Beffdes, they wfcre looked on with ^verfionby* 
all. Some regarded them as atheifts iand- enemies 
trf their gods: fcrtd thdy were branded -as haters, 
{Is well as hated, of the human race. Society loft 
its charms t6 them: they faw nothing but frowns, 
Or what was more bitter, the fmile of ridicule or 
dOriternpt. They -were often caft off by their friends 
and relations: they were looked upon as the off- 
fcouring of all things: they were loaded with the 
mod opprobrious, names which hatred could in- 
vent: and they had to endure, in (ilence, the jeers 
of the rude multitude, as they pafled along. 

The effects of thefe {entiments followed chris- 
tians mto the fcenes of bufinefs, and proved very 
ferious difadvantages' in their worldly affairs. 
Theirmoft tngofted 'heatheh neighbours frduld 
have Ho 'dealings with thofe who abhorred their 
gfeds.. ^Sometimes the JurioUs iriob,ora rapacious 
iftagifthtte, Spoiled them df their goods. As if 
unworthy to enjoy thefcomfmonblefljhgs i oPfociety A 
Aftfief imes : they Were caft into prifon along <wirh 
the ftioft abandoned criminals : fometitries t hey 
ifrere bini^d'from rtreir country, arid all that was? 
d#ar to>thefn: fom&Smes the mdft emment -for 
piety and fc*al,**nd indeed ail who adhered to fheif 
piweffidri, were put to death; and in their death, 
fevery fpecies of r cruelty was etriployekl:' aftd 1 when 
any public calamity befel the Roman empire, 
" Thtfchriftiansarethecaufe," was the pagan cry; 

T t 
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ftnd they muft expiate the offence by the loft of all 
things, and by the moft excruciating tortures. 

Such were the profpe&s of every man who em- 
braced the gofpel, when it was firft: preached : and 
every day's experience ftrongly confirmed the 
mournful fadt* Thofe who at any time became 
converts to paganifm met with neither injury nor 
reproach. Mahomet's profelytes were on the road 
to honour and pleafure, in a prefent life. The 
go r fpel, it is true, had its rewards, but they were 
fuch as eye could not fee, nor earthly paflion feel : 
they were after death. With fuch facrifices, in 
view, who could be expelled to embrace the 
chriftian faith? 



SECTION VI. 



7be Succefs of the Go/pel and the numler of its Con- 
verts. 

When I take a clpfe and attentive view of all thefe 
things, I do not fee* that, according to mere hu- 
man ideas, chriftianity could poffibly have any fuc- 
cefs among either Jews or Gentiles. Such a fyftem, 
introduced by fuch men, in a way fo little allu-f 
ring, having fuch formidable oppofition to .en- 
counter, and demanding fuch facrifices from every 
convert* — what, progrefs can it be fuppofed to 
make? A ftrangerto the records of the ch rift jian 
church would fay, none* But what was its fate? 
Threes thoufand men joined the fociety of be- 
lievers, on the very day that the banners of the 
crofs were firft raifed. Every fucceeding one ad- 
ded new fubje&s to Chrift's fpiritual kingdom. My- 
riads in Jerufalem bowed the knee of adoration to 
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the crucifted Jeftis. Multitudes believed in Sa-i 
maria, at Lydda > at Joppa t at Cefarea. — From. Ju- 
dea the apoftles travel to the Gentiles. There are 
focieties of Chfiftjans formed at- Antioch, at E- 
phefus, at Corinth, at Athens, and at* Rome. E- 
very year produce* eonfiderabte- aceefiions to the 
number of believers. The vi&orious march of the 
gofpel is not flopped by' tht 'death of the apoftles: 
i? fyreads wider and wider amidft the fierceft oppo- 
sition. Under perfection at which human nature 
fhuddcrs, it maintains its ground: and it grows 
after them with increafing vigour and ftrengjK. 
At laft, after near three centuries of conteft, it$ 
enemies are overcome; it is invited to fit dowri 
on the throne of the Cafars i and its glorious ener- 
gies without help from man, are apparent to alK 

What (hall we fay to thejfc things? That ths 
teftimony of the apoftles muft have been convin- 
cing, and accompanied with miraculous powers, a$ 
well as with the inward energy of the Hojy Ghqft$ 
He who denies this, and yet grants (Cos deny hQ 
cannot) the fuccefs of the gofpel, the fucdefs of ^ 
religion which was in diredt oppofition to the fen- 
timents, difpofitions, and conduct of all the world^ 
a fuccefs rapid, continuing, and increafing, believes 
the moft aftonilhing miracle that was ever per-, 
formed. But the fober and patient inquirer^ whe* 
candidly weighs every part* muft acknowledge that; 
this book has claims to veracity and divinity^/ 
which are not eafily overthrown: and that the 
fuccefs of the gofpel, all things confidered, is one 
of the moft remarkable events which the rnqral; 
world has ever prefented to view* 

Can comparifon explain the phenomenon, and; 
Upmove our aftonifhment? Comparifon ftill height 
(ens our wonder, and gives additional force to th$ 



argument. I will notcoiftparcMatiofp^t, and th* 
caliphs^s, fucceflbrsi with the* «poft]esi .preaching 
thf gofpd; for it would be to coinp*re the effedfo 
p£ brute force; with %\\p pur^opentfioitoof judg- 
ment and reafoo,* 

Xhe Bhilofopher* of Greece and; Ropae- wer* 
placed it* fituations. neareft to *hofeof the apoftle** 
A rguny^s: w ere their weapon*; they employed no 
force; but their cjncqmAftnce* were more adyan-r 
tfcgeous. They werc : admire.d ^ n d venerated* and 
regarde d as the firft of mankind, Xhey were nu- 

*- .. -i — ? . . .. : « ; • • 

* The beginning of Mahomet's career bore fome. re- 
Jemblance to the maum r of the apoftles of Cbrift. He 
fought to make converts by p^rfuafion. only. But bad 
be always adhered to this mode, it is more than probable 
that bis religion woufd have never been beard of beyond 
the limits of bis native city. During the $rfi : three 
years of bis miffson, be attached hut fourteen profelytes 
to.bis.caufe. Seven years' labours fcarcely united to 
him more than a hundred followers.* for the /pace of 
ten years, bii progrejs was flow and filent within the 
Wails of Mecca; Such was Mahomet's fuccefs,- in cir* 
cum fiances, the moft favourable to bis efforts $ for be was 
of a wble family i be was protested and patronized by 
fome of the firfi men of the city, who were aifo related 
to him by blood i be pojfeffed tie moft infnuating ad- 
drefsjand conduced bis meafures with confammate 
JkilU There was Ukewije no ejlablijhed religion fup- 
porting a corporation of men, whofe intereft it was to 
oppofe bis progrefs. — When be found that prfuafion 
would not accomplifh bis purpofe, in the thirteenth year 
of bis miffson, be profeffed to. have received divine au- 
thority for employing the fword as an inftrument of 
confer/son: and from that time the number of bis con- 
verts increafed in proportion to bis valour and bisfuc* 
iefs. 
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merous; anci they had all the countenance of au- 
thority, and all the- influence of public opinion ia 
their favour that. their hearts- could wi(h. Their 
fyftenvwas more palatable. than the pure unbend- 
ing in^i^of chnftianity. But what was their 
fijc£5& in propagating their tenets, and reforming 
the, world ? Who .were ever more eloquent than 
theft men;?, Ha,vq greater energies ever been dis- 
played by the- human mind, than in thq ingenuity 
0.1 their fflQCulatipns* in the charms of , their com- 
pofttion, and the beauty of their ftyle? — They had 
the wpftern wprld| for many ages to themfelves* 
Qne generation- of Plpilqfophcrs had an. opportu r 
nity of improving on another, and of extending 
widely the united influence of /peaking and writing 
to accomplifli their purpofe. But when the 
^poftles appeared, what fruit of their labour was to 
be found? Where, O Socrates, Plato, Ariftotle, 
(hall we fee the reformation which your philo- 
fophy has produced ? We have read of a change 
in the life of Polemo,- and a few individuals befides; 
but we look for greater things. Paul did more 
th*n this by the very fiirft fermon he preached at 
Athens, while your brethren mocked and ridiculed 
the preacher. Tell us what nation we {hall find 
imbued with philofophic morality? — Why ^re you 
filent? T.cJlus.thcq, what cijy ? ,Ala&! we cannot 
£n$ one : ftngle. fociety oi me^i, who f^y, v The 
Philgtfoj>h«rs taught us to rejpd the idolatry of our 
country, 4 ^nd to adore, the: pne. true. God." lam 
ready to think, I.muft be; wrong, I f<?arph. again: 
but, my fearch is fruitlef^ I c^n hardly believ? 
that the- gardens of Academus, the, Sto^, and the 
Peripatetic walfc* h r *Pg forth fa little frijit : — but 
I am QQ.mpclled* 

u u * 
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From viewing the toilfome but barren labours 
of the Philofophcrs, I turn to the men of Galilee 
and fee focieties formed in every place; and mul- 
titudes cafting away their idols with contempt; 
and renouncing every idolatrous and immoral 
pradtice, and every impure difpofition; and pros- 
trating themfelves with humble adoration before 
Jehovah. My aftonifliment increafes; and I can- 
not refrain from crying out, "Here is the finger 
of God!'* Come hither ye votaries of Socrates 
and his fellows, and furvey the different effedts of 
the fentiments of your fages, and of the preaching 
of Chrift crucified by his chofen witnefles* Ac* 
count for it, if you can. 



SECTION VII. 



thrift iantty could have bad no Succefs> if it had not 

been true. 

Let us fuppofe this to be the year 1780; and that 
twelve men of untainted morals and apparent piety 
were to appear at Paris, and declare publicly in a 
folemn manner: " A remarkable perfon has been 
for upwards of three years preaching through the 
whole of France and very frequently in this capi- 
tal: he healed the fick, and raifed the dead to life, 
he fed thoufands with a few loaves and fifties, and 
he commanded all men to liften to him as fent by 
God to be the Saviour of the world. About two 
months ago, the rulers in church and ftate, with 
the concurrence and approbation of the body of 
the people, confpired againft him and put him 
to death. Hearing he would rife again 00 the third 
day, they appointed a guard to the fepulchre : but he. 
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frofe according to the prediction, a$ the guards can 
teftify. We Taw him many times after his refurrec- 
tion, and were prefent when he afcended to heaven. 
He has commflioned us to teftify thefe things to 
the world; and as a proof of this has enabled us to 
fpeak languages which we never learned, and to 
work miracles like his own." — Were they further 
to tell the people, cc Your rulers have committed 
a moft heinous crime in putting him to . death t 
the former religion of the country is now to ceafe, 
and with it the influence and authority of the prieft- 
hood : and all are bound to receive our teftimony 
on pain of the divine difpleafure." What effect 
would fuch declaration have ? 

As all are ace u fed, all will be defirous to vin- 
dicate themfelves from the charge. The moft ef- 
fectual way will be to demonstrate the falfehood of 
the teftimony. In addition to the common mo- 
tive, the civil rulers willjuftly confider that the 
accufation has a tendency to bring their govern- 
ment into reproach ; and befides, that it will 
weaken their authority among fuch as embrace the 
new fyftem; for they will be confidered as the 
murderers of a prophet, nay, of pne who called 
himfelf the Son of God. The eccl.efiaftical dig- 
nitaries have additional reafon for exerting them- 
felves, for their very exiftence depends on the 
falfehood of the teftimony. Their authority, their 
rank in fociety, their wealth, all is gone, if what 
thefe men fay be true. In fuch circumftances, will 
not every poflible means be ufed to detedt the falfe- 
hood? Will not the matter be fearched to the bot- 
tom; and every fcheme adopted which human 
ingenuity, quickened by having aJU at ftake, can 
employ, in order to find out the truth? Is it pos^ 
fible that in fuch circumftances, import u re can ef* 
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cape dete&idh? They have all thVpoWer oiOke 
country in their hands: and will they *idt employ 
it to difcover the cheat; and difcoVered tt mufr 
and eafily can be, as reference has been m&de to fo 
many perfons, places, times, and 4>ccalions. The 
twelve men have nothing foopp'o'feto all this, but 
the truth of their teftimony ; far they -afe without 
connexions, without influence, and without -au- 
thority. Who can fuppofe it pofltble for all im- : 
pofture in fuch cfrCUmftari^eB to fuccefcd? 

Such was precifely the fituation of the Jews, 
when the apoftles of Chrift began : tb /preach the 
gofpel at Jerufalfcm. Would they ifdt* thitik $ou, 
ufe all poflible means to difcfledit the teftimony? 
They itfould : they nttift : they did : : fdr meif 1M1- 
derftood, and where alive tb their oWn irftcfrfeft 
then, as much as they are ncto. But what difco- 
veries did theyiriake? The fuccifs of the gofpel, 
and their filence with relied to a detection of tfoe 
impoftufe, prove that tfhey made none. Antiquity 
fpeaks of none. The writings of thfe fctaefinies of 
chriftianity, both among Jews and pagans, contain 
none. Had they Titede any difcovery,it is impoffi-i 
blebut that it muft. have come down to us, in : 
various forms. The anfwers of the chriftians to 
the pagans who-attafcked chriftianity, as of Origeri 
to Celfus, would have made mention of them, and 
would have contained at kaft an attempt at'confu- 
tation.^-Will it be faid: cc 'when chriftianity be- 
came the rulitljg fyftem, every thing wrkten atgaihfl: 
it wate deftrayed/-* This is impoffible. Though 
thechriftian religion was eftablifhed in theRdman 
empire, feveral eaftern countries did riot'rtceive k 
as the national fyftem: there its enemies would 
have found an afylum. Befides, the Jews, the 
maft inveterate foes of the gofpel, ftill remained: 



and many of them were without its bounds. They 
had their books and records which could not be 
deftroyed : nor does it appear t6 have been at* 
tempted. The talmuds which were compofed at a 
time when chriftianity was the dominant religion 
of the empire, have Come down to us; But ther* 
is nd rational and confiftent account of atny dis- 
covery having been made by the Jewifh rulers, of 
the falfehb&dof the ftpoftietf 9 reftimony for Ghriffc 
Indeed the fuefcefs of the Gofpel is unaccount- 
able; if-tfcir teftif^ony Was difoovefed to be.fajfe. 
Remember, the difpute ,was not about nqattert of 
opinion, to which men might have been wedded 
through prejudice: it was a qdeftion of fa<fU : not 
only reafon, but the rfenfes were to judge; and 
every man Was fully competent to fteqide. • Ta 
fuppofe that aftfer the falsehood of the teftimony 
was eftabliftied by unqueftidnable proofs thoufartds 
of men who had joined in crucifying Chrift, would 
believe in him; efpecially when their faith vvOuld 
expofe them to reproach, to exclufion from the fyn- 
agogUe and its privileges, to the hatred of their 
friends and countrymen, to lofs of goods, to inw, 
prifonment and death, is contrary to the moral or- 
der df she univcrfe- and contrary to all thofe prin- 
ciples by which men, whether they be good men; 
or bad ipen, are influenced in their conclude 
Qught we to have recqurfe to this, if any qthe* 
motive can be adduced? There is an eafy one# 
namely, that the teftimony of theapoftles was true.; 
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SECTION VIIL 



Chriftianity has Jiood its ground in fpite of the weai- 
nefs of/ome, and the wickednefs of others who profejs 
allegiance to Chrifl. 

The profperity, and almoft the very exiftence of a 
fyftem of religion, may be fuppofed to depend on 
the wifdom and good conduit ofthofe who ftand 
forth for its iupport. Weaknefs or wickednefs 
in the men who profefs to be its votaries, has the 
mod powerful tendency to ruin its chara&er and 
influence. In proportion to the excellence of a 
religion, will be its independence on the character 
of its adherents, whether good or bad : and where 
it fubfifts not only without the aid of thofe qua- 
lities in its friends which embellifti it, but in fpite 
ofthofe which tend to cover it with diftionour, 
there is reafon to conclude it has art intrinfic worth* 
and a divine origin. Such is the gofpeLof Chrift, 
and its trials of this kind have been numerous and 
painful in every age. 

How many of the friends of chriftianity have 
been weak men! Their intentions were good, but 
their condudl imprudent and their meafures un- 
Wife. It is no reflexion on the gofpel, that fuch 
men embrace it. Uprightnefs of heart though 
united to a weak mind, conduces more to the recep- 
tion of the religion of Jefus, than the moft diftin- 
guifhed acutenefs, of intellect without it. By fuch 
imbecile men, when in a prominent rank in life, 
and efpecially in public ftations whether ecclefias- 
tical or civil, how many foolifh things have been 
done, and how many foolith fpeeches have been utter- 
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ed, which have raifedffte loudeft laiigh of the world ^ 
and drawn forth the keeneft fhalfts >f fatire, not 
only- againft thefe awkward friSerids of Religion, but 
agaihft religion itfelf. ; . .'/* 

Thfe timid friends of the Redeemer trembled for 
his caufe, but their fears were rieddless. The world 
might -laugh* at "the folly of thefe men, but it was 
conftraihed to reverence thdr gbodnefs. Befides, 
the principles of the gofpel are not identified with 
the weaknefs of thofe who profefs to believe it; 
and the faith of them that embrace it, is fixed on 
the facred fcriptures, not the talents and opinions 
of men. Strong in its own excellence, chriftianity 
remains unihaken, and no difciple forfakes his 
mafter, becaiife one of his fellow-fe.rvants ffrews 
himfelf univife. It is like the.great pyramid of 
Egypt which continues firm on its bafe, and fus- 
tains no injury though apes gamble on its top* 

But the Wickediiefs of ; the profefled ' frieijds of 
chriftianity, is ftill more injurious' : than* their 
weaknefs. What efFedt the gofpel produces in 
the hearts and lives of thbfe who feel its influence, 
has been difplayed in 'the fitn&ity and benevo T 
lence of millions. But fome perfons who made a 
profeflion of chriftianity, have- been 1 among the 
vileft of the human race. It is needlefs to include 
in this lift the mafs of thofe who call themfelves 
chriftians, merely becaufe they were born in a 
land where it was publicly profefled, though they 
were utter ftrangers to its principles ; or thofe 
unhallowed teachers of it who enter the temple 
for no other reafon, but becaufe it is the path to 
opulence and honour. The perfons here intended 
have made a credible profeflion of chriftianity, by 
w an apparently ferious attention both to its precepts 
and its ordinances, and while in the midft of this 
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profeflipn /Vyc plunged th,emfelves jnto thcr jpnoft 
pcjijbus vic^^br committed the moft ^norfnou* 
primes. ;Of thefe perfons, fojne feem to h^ye 
been hurried away in opposition to their con- 
virions, by vile paffionrsj and appetites which 
gained pofleflion of their hearts. Others ftiU 
ixiore eminent weje jmerely .acting a pan : they. 
-Jucjl ao regard for religion nor belief of its truths 
tjut they put it on as a cloak to conceal thc^ black- 
jiefs within $ and thus difguifed, thsy went forth 
Jifce the aflaflin inthe night to commit deeds of fuch 
atrocity as to fill mankind with horror. From. th$ 
death pf Ch rift to the prefent, Jiour, b<*w many 
peffew of fuch a character have appeared. And 
what is (till more injurious toth^caufeof religioni 
fame of thefe in every age, have beert preachers of 
the gofpel, from Judas one of the twelve^ in a 
longjift of minifters, to the day in which we live. 
By fuqh abominable deeds a bad caufe would 
havq been utterly ruined ; but chriftianity has re- 
gained un(haken f Perfons who wanted ?m excufe 
{qx reje&ing the gofpel h&ve found it here, an4 
tbgfe who would not be ^t - the pains to examine 
gits claims, have thought themfelves juftified in 
difbwning its authority. But chriftians, though 
grieved beyond meafure at thefe fcenes of iniquity> 
went on unmoved in their way to heaven. The 
Converts too of the profligate ar hypocritical 
preachers, while they beheld the man by whofe 
jniniftry they were brought to the knowledge of 
the truth, plunged in the mire of fin, or renoun- 
cing the chriftian doftrine, continued ftedfafl: .in 
the prpfeflion of the faith, and in purity of heart 
and life, Nor will this appear ftrange to thofe 
who confider that the faith of thofe converts was 
founded not on the wifdom or goodnefs of men, 
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but dn the truth and potver of God: and that they 
had been taught from his unerring word, that on 
every age offences muft needs come, and that the 
Soa of JSdan would be betrayed by Judafes with a 
kife. > f 'u 

Let the caufc of the fl&bility and profperity of 
the cbriftian religion, in fpite of the weak nefs and 
wickednefs of foroc of its profefled friends and 
minifters, be examined by the Deift; for it merit? 
a capful examination. The result will be the 
difplay of the intrinfic gbodneft and internal e- 
nergyx>f the gofpel; and its independence on every 
thing but its own excellence anil the power of 
the Holy Ghoft. . 
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CHAPTER yilK 

• . 

. • * . .* 

OBJECTIONS AGAINST f HE DIVINE AUTHORITY OF 
THE NEW TESTAMENT CONSIDERED* 

,W,ken. a religioB profeffes itfeljf to be; neceffary to 
^eternal happinefs, and demands our confideration* 
xhe ferious inquirer will define, to have a view of 
the evidence by which it is fupport^d. If the ar- 
guments are fatiafaclory* he will regard it as en- 
titled to his reception. BUt this is not the mode 
jufually adppted by thofewTiq rejedt the gofpel. 
.They in general begin, by raifing. difficulties, and 
darting objections ; and becaufe thefe cannot be 
eafily folved, they think thernfelves juftified in 
reje&ing the whole. 

But this will not, on mature deliberation, be 
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found fo rational a conduct a§they imagine. Even 
though it were impoffibie to anfwer objections 
which may be broftght~ forward, the fubjeft may 
neverrhelefs havfc-fuoh 3 weight of-evidence*in its 
fupport, as to infure a general reception, and a 
firny belief of ;its fruth. A dangerous tntftake has 
found an entrance imo the minds of many : they 
lay* it down as art axiom; that if obje&ions which, 
its advocates are unable t<> folve, can be urged a- 
gainft a doctrine,- -they "a re. warranted to brand the 
whole fyftem /#it<h falfehodd. The eftabliftiment 
of fucha rule of judging would deftroy therredi- 
bil ity- of ahtioft every fcicnce.- In dired oppofition 
to its authority, they will find that a fyftem . or a 
dodtrine may have fuch force of argument in its 
favour, that no m&n of difcernment and candour 
can withhold his aflent; when at the fame time 
objections may be urged, which it is not in the 
power of any one fully Jo anfwer. . Whoever takes 
pains to furvey the circle of the fciences, will per- 
ceive that there is not one to which difficulties 
are not attached, and againft which objections 
may not be raifed.. With regard to the New Tes- 
tament, this may be exge&ed to be the cafe, in a 
ftill greater degree. The fubje&s on which it 
treats, are of the moil exalted kind ; and they are 
connected with things above our comprehenfion, 
or revealed but in part,^ or entirely veiled. From 
thefe and other fources which might be mentioned, 
how many objections may Ire faifed? Butthofe who 
profefs the principles of natural religion, are in- 
volved in fimilar difficulties ; and muft throw it 
away as well as the gospel, if a full and fatisfa&ory 
anfwer to every obje&icm be eflential to their be- 
lief j fothaf theDeiflris in this refpedt more nearly 
on a level with the chrrftian, than he was aware. 
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Thcfe remarks are not defigned to ferve as an 
apology for declining to anfwer the objections of 
Deifts to the chriftian religion, 6ut to imprefs their 
minds with this important truth, that for a fyftem 
to befalfe, and for a fyftem to have difficulties in 
fome of its parts which we cannot Vefolvc'ar^ two 
different things. So fully are men convinced of 
this, that there are dodtrines . which, if a perfon 
did not believe, he would be accounted mad ; 
while there -are difficulties refpedHng them, which 
the wifeft of the human race cannot refolve. Under 
the influence of this fentiment Jet the evidences of 
chriftianity be weighed: then let the objections be 
brought forth in order; and it will be feen, that 
they are not fo formidable as to fhake the foun- 
dations of the religion of Jefus. Some of them 
evidently, fpring from miftake and error; fome 
from the form of the book which was compofed by 
men of othertimes, and manners,and cuftoms ; and 
fome from the nature of the fubjedl. Wereitimpoffi- 
ble to anfwer them, there ftill remains fufficient 
evidence for the truth of chriftianity : but it is 
hoped, that fuch things may be fuggefted to abate 
their force, as will lead impartial men to conclude, 
that if the gofpel has fufficient evidence to con- 
firm it, the objedKons have not fuch a degree of 
weight as fhould influence any to rejedt its divine 
authority. . 



i 
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SECTION I. 



Objection. If we mufi examine one religion in order: 
to difccver its divine origin, it is re of enable that we 
Jbou/d examine All, and weigh their evidence: and 
this is Jo tedious as well as arduous a tafk % that our 
lives will be at an end, before it can be accorn^ 
plijbed. 

This is not fo difficult a work as map be at firfl: 
imagined. The thing wanted is a univerfal re-.' 
ligion, given and defigned for the benefit of all 
mankind. Pagantjm never, in any one form, laid 
claim to be the univerfal religion. The Jewijb* 
difpenfation was defigned peculiarly for one na- 
tion, and only for a feafon till the Mefliah fliould 
appear. Mahcmetanifm alone remains in compe- 
tition with the gofpel. Compare the two, and 
examine their refp66Hve evidences. As for ex- 
ternal proofs, the religion of Mahomet has none. 
No predi(5tions announced his coming: nor did he 
work one miracle to prove that he was a teacher 
fent from God. So far was he from being able to 
foretel future events, that in hundreds of inftancesr 
he (hews himfelf ignorant of the paft. — Inftead of 
imitating Jefus, who gave his life for the lheep, J 
he fheds the blood of others in abundance, for the 
eftabliihment of his own dominion. The Jewifh 
religion contained many difcoveries concerning 
God ; and the chriftian religion made ample addi- 
tions to the lift. Mahomet, while he acknow- 
ledges both to be from heaven, profeffes to bring 
us a new revelation; but it has nothing in it that 
is new : it contains not one valuable truth con- 
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ccrning the divine government, or in (hort on any 
religious fubjedt, which was not known before.* 
Will fuch a fyftem ftand the teft? What is its ufe ? 
Ler it be placed by the fide of the gofpel; and let 
reafon judge. The comparifon has been drawn 
by a mafterly hand : what the refill* is, obferve, and 
decide. It runs thus : 

cc With refpedt to this mftance I perfuade my- 
felf it can be no very diftradling ftudy to find rea- 
fons to determine our choice. Go to your natural 
religion : lay before her MahoRict and his difci- 
ples arrayed in armour and in J blood, riding in 
triumph over the fpoik of thoufands and tens of 
thoufand$ who fell by hi$ yidtoripus fword : fhew 
her the cities which he fet in flames, the countries 
which he ravagecjand deftroyed, and the miferable 
diftrefs of all the inhabitants of the earth. When 
flie has viewed him in this fcene, carry her into his, 
retirements; fhew her the prophet's chamber, his* 
concubines and wives; let her fee his adultery, and 
hear him alledge revelation and his divine com- 
miffion to juftify his luft and his oppreflion. 
When (he is tired with this profped:, then (hew' 
her the blefled Jefus, humble and meek, doing 
good to all the fons of men, patiently » inftru&ing ; 
both the ignorant and the perverfe. Let her fee 
him in his mod retired privacies: let her follow 
him to the mount, and hear his devotions and Am- 
plications to God. Carry her to his table to view 
his poor fare, and hear his heavenly difcourfe. 
Let her fee him injured but not provoked: let her" 
attend him to the tribunal, and confider the pa- 
tience with which he endured the feoffs and re- 
proaches of his enemies. Lead her to his crofs ; 
and let her view him in the agony of death, and' 
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hear his laft prayer for his perfecutors : * Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do.' 
c " When : natural religion has viewed both, a(fc 
which is .the prophet of Go<J? But her anfwer we 
have already heard j when fhe faw part of this 
fcene through the eyes of the Centurion who at- 
tended at the* crofs; by him fhe fpake and faid, 
* Truly this man was the Son of God/ Sherlock's 
Dijc. Vol, i. Sirm. 9. 

SECTION It, 



Ob). * Cbrijiianity generates a timid pafftve Spirit y 
And is. not calculated for farming great characters, or 
producing men who will prove eminent kenefa&ors to 
mankind. . 

Force id none of the engines of the gofpcl: and to 
bring about a meafure howeyer commendable, by 
doing injury to others, it exprefsly forbids* But 
while it di (courages and condemns sail kinds of 
violence in the difciples of J.efus, it inculcates and 
actually produces the moft energetic difpoiitions; 
and conduct. A6tive benevolence, fpringing from 
love to God and man, is the very fpirit of the gos- 
pel. To promote men's prefent, and efpecially 
their eternal happinefs, is one of the chriftian's 

freat employments ; and he is to fpare neither la- 
our nor fuffering in order to accomplish this end. 
Ghrift and his apoftles underftood the maxims of 
the gofpel, and: they adted upon them; they la- 
boured, and they travelled, they endured hunger 
and thirft, and they fuffered the greateft evils in 
order to do men good. With how bad a grace thea. 
is theobje&ion of a paflive fpirit adduced? 
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The accufation of timidity is equally groundlefs. 
Chriftianity forms men of a lingular caft, fome 
would fay, of lingular courage. It teaches them 
to be afraid of offending God and; doing injury to 
man; but it labours to render them fuperior to 
every other fear. They mufl; carry on a conftanf 
war againft evil: but c, the weapons of their war- 
fare are not carnal." Was it a timid charadfcer 
which Chrift defigned to form, when he fent his 
difciples through all the world to propagate his 
religion ? They were to penetrate into every coun- 
try: they were to addrefs men of every nation, 
and tongue, and language: they were to expofe 
themfelves to hunger and nakednefs, to ridicule 
and infult, to perfecution and death. None of 
thefe things muft deter them: they muff be 
daily fpeaking the word of life, however it may be 
received"/ arid to whatever dangers it may expofe* 
them, They muft hazard all for the propagation 
of truth and righteoufnefs in the world. 

,The lives of.chriftians have, in numberlefs in-* 
ftances, difplayed fchccfficacy of thefe divine princi- 
ples. Can fuch inftances of active exertion, of perie- 
vering labour, of patient fuffering,.be adduced, as 
thofe which have been difplayed by the difciples 
of Jfcfus Chrift?^ That they make not the noife of 
thofe who fack cities, and defolate countries, and 
lpread far and Wide. the workTof deftru&ion, is cer- 
tainly nor to their difpraife. Their method of re- 
forming ihe world and meliorating the condition 
ofnqlanis not by iruteforce^but by implanting in, 
the foirl the fentiments of knowledge and of §ood~ 
nefs:\ the fruit will be certain felicity. Chrifti^ 
anity does all her work, and effe&s all her pur~ 
pofes, by means of principles: (he employs, and 
Ihe permits no other way befides^ 
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Candid obje&or, do you not retraft yourac- 
cufation: and fay, "I was miftakcn?" 

SECTION III. 

Ob j. Cbrlftianily is the Friend of Defpotifm, and the 

Enemy of Liberty. 

The grand defign of the New Teftament is to 
teach religion. What relates to civil inftitutions 
it notices only fo far as moral obligation is concern-* 
ed. Forms of government it leaves to the wifdom 
of men to regulate, and to nations to frame. But 
what the fpirit of governments fhould be, it plain- 
ly dictates : and it authoritatively lays down the 
principles by which both governors and governed 
fhould regulate their conduit.* 

* There are two que ft ions refpefting civil govern- 
ment, which though perfeSly dtftinSl, are frequently 
confounded. The one is % u What does the New Tefta- 
ment fay, fhould be the cbaraBcr and eenduft of rulers 
andfubjefts?" or in other words, €( What duties do ru- 
lers owe to fubjeSls, and Jubjells to rulers ? The other 
queftion is, <c How far, according to the New Teftament 
and bow long are fubjells bound to obedience, fuppofing 
the rulers do not perform their duty, but aff in dire ft 
oppojition to it ?" — "The firft queftion only is here confi- 
dered, and is all that was neceffary to remove the objec- 
tion. The fecond lies entirely without the range of this 
effay, and it never entered the author's thoughts to dis- 
cufs it. It involves a piece ofcofuiftry of difficult dis- 
cujfton, according to the common fent intents of men, but 
not on tbefyftem of the author who thinks that thrift 
ta r gbt bis difciples not to reform, their country by vio- 
lence and force, not to break the peace of focitty, and 
10 make life of no other weapons tbanttuth and love. 
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The foundation of civil government, the reli- 
gion of Jefus, lays in justice. It reprefents the 
human race as one great family, and all men as 
brethren. Suppofe ten millions of thefe men, 
members of one community and fubjedts of one 
government : they have all and each an equal 
right to juftice; and this right cannot be taken 
away, fo long as God their common Father reigns 
in heaven, and fo long as all men are brethren. 
The New Teftament gives all a right, that the in- 
ftitutions of fociery (hould be equitable ; and en- 
joins that no one (hould fuffer a grain of oppres- 
fion, in order to confer advantages on another be- 
yond his due. Should maxims of injuftice have 
been a&ed on for a thoufand years, chriftianity 
commands the government to abandon them, and 
juftice to refume her feat, and to execute righte- 
ous judgment without delay. 

But let us hear the New Teftament fpeak for it- 
felf ; and it fpeaks with plainnefs and fidelity, and 
yet with a delicacy fuited to the age in which it 
was written, and to the jealoufy of the govern* 
ments which then exiftcd. See Romans xiii. 1. 
Civil government, it fays, is an ordinance of di- 
vine inftitution : or in other words, it is the will 
of God that men fhould not live as the beafts of the 
field without controul; but that they fliould be 
formed into foe ie ties regulated by laws ; and that 
thefe laws fhould be executed by magiftrates ap- 
pointed for the purpofe. What kind of govern- 
ment, and what kind of rules are defigned, the 
writer particularly fpecifies: "They are not a ter- 
ror to good works but to evil. Do that which is 
good, and thou ftialt have praife of the fame: for 
he is the mini fter of God to thee for good. But 
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if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he 
beareth not the fword in vain : for he is the mi- 
nifter of God, an avenger to execute wrath upon him 
that doeth evil/* — They are God's minifters at- 
tending continually to this very thing;** i. c; their 
talents and their time are all employed in this great 
and good work. Thefe are the principles of go- 
vernment, which the New Teftament lays down, 
and thefe the duties which it prefcribes to the 
rulers of the nations. 

But chriftianity does not confine its injunctions 
to one part of the community, and leave the reft 
to aft as they pleafe. By no means. It addreffes 
itfelf likewife with equal energy ta the people, 
and it binds on their confeiences the obligations of 
fubjeftion and obedience. And is not this too high- 
ly reasonable, and exadtly correfponding with the 
nature and ftate of things? If the members of a 
community refufe to honour and obey the divine 
ordinance, to be fubjeft to government, t<> give 
high refpedt to rulers, to pay them tribute; and 
all this not from fear of punifliment, but for con- 
science fake; it will be allowed by every rational 
man, that they refiftan ordinance of God, an or- 
dinance which is both reafpnable and beneficial, 
and defervediy receive to themfelves condemna* 
tion. Read likewife 1 Peter ii. 

Such is the doctrine of the New Teftament ref- 
pedting civil government; fuch are its grai>d mo- 
ral principles, and fuch its fpeciftc declarations on 
fhe fubjetfh In every domeftic relation, it* lays 
down fairly and equitably the duties on fcoth fides; 
namely, of hufbands and wives, ofparenjts and chil-' 
dreni of matters and fervants; and it preffes pn *M # 
their obligations with equal force. Did it tell one 
party, <c You may negledl what you owe to the 
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others, but claim what is due from them to you;" 
objedlors would have had too much reafon to fay, 
Ci This book cannot come from God." But it leaves 
no room for fuch a charge? for both on fuperiors 
and inferiors it enforces without partiality, the 
mutual obligations of duty. Religion walks with- 
out fear into the palace of the king; (he ap- 
proaches him with 'dignity as he fits upon his 
throne; and (he proclaims with the fone of autho- 
rity, " He that nileth over man muft be juft, 
ruling in the fear of God!" 2 Sam. xxiii. 3. She 
goes from thence into the hall of judgment, and 
with the mien of a fuperior, addrefles herfelf to 
the judges as they fit on the tribunal : <f Ye (hall 
not refpeft perfons in judgment." Deut. 1. 17. 
<c defend the poor and fatherlefs! do juftice to the 
afflicted and needy: deliver the poor and needy: 
rid them out of the hand of the wicked." Pfalm 
lxxxii. 3, 4. From the courts of juftice (he goes 
out to the multitude of the people, and (he pro- 
claims through the ftreets of the city: ff Let every 
foul be fubject to the higher powers." Rom. xiii. 
1. " Submit yourfelves to every ordinance of man 
for the Lord's fake: whether it be to the king as 
fupreme, or unro governors, as unto them that are 
fent by him for the pfrnilhment of evil doers, and : 
the praife of them that do well. For fo is the will 
of God, that with well-doing you may put to fi- 
lence the ignorance of foolifti men." 1 Pet. ii. 13/ 
14, 15. When you have accompanied her in her 
progrefs, and heard her addrefs herfelf to every clafs 
of men; inftead of finding a juft caufe of objedUon, 
is there not rather reafon from the impartiality and 
redtitude of the principles difplayed, to conclude 
that here is an additional argument to prove the 
chriftian religioii to be from God. 
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SECTION IV, 



Ob j. Cbrijf sanity eftablijbes aSyftem of P t left cr aft % and 
exalts the clergy to exorbitant Wealthy and a fpritual 
De/fotifm over the conjeiences of mankind. 

The mafs of mankind is bufily engaged in worldly 
purfuits, and has but little leifure for mental im- 
provement. That there (hould be teachers of re- 
ligion to inftrudt th$m in its principles, to inforce 
its numerous precepts, and to adminilter its confo- 
lations, has nothing in it contrary to fitnefs and the 
public good. If the knowhWge of arts and fciences 
be beneficial to a country, and theteachersof them 
be regarded as in the number of the moft ufe- 
ful members of the community, thofe whofe 
office, and employment it is, to inftil into the 
minds of the people, the principles of pure reli- 
gion and morality, (principles which are the belt 
cement of civil focietyj certainly (land on equal 
or fuperior ground in refpedfc to general utility. 
When it is further confidered, what are the qua- 
lifications which the New Teftament requires its 
teachers to poflefs, the argument will acquire ad. 
ditional weight. "A bifhop, i. e. the teacher of 
religion in a fociety of chriftians, mufl: be blame- 
lefs, fober, of good behaviour, not felf-willed, not 
foon angry, not given to wine, not given to filthy 
lucre; but a lover of hofpitality, a lover of good 
men, juft, holy, temperate; he mufl: not ft rive, but 
be gentle unto all men; apt to teach, patient; in 
meeknefs, inftru&ing thofe that oppofe them- 
felves; i Tim. iii. Tit. i. 2 Tim. ii. Againft this 
office what can be faid with rcafon ? 
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if But have not the moft extravagant claims berth 
to wealth ancj power been fet up by men calling 
themfelves minifters of the gofpel of Chrift?*' I 
do not deny the fad : but I fay, let not chriftianity 
bear (he blame, becaufe hone is due* The ques- 
tion is, on what footing does the New Teftamerit 
eftablifh (he fupport of the minifters of religion? 
examine, and you will find, that it eftablifhes it in 
fuch a way, as every reafonable man muft approve; 
ft is thought equitable that men who apply their 
younger years to the acquifition of languages and 
efphuofophy, and who fpend their days and ft rength 
in teaching them toothers, Ihould receive from thofe 
whom they teach, fuch a recompence for their 
labour as to enable them to fupport themfelves and 
their families, in a decent and refpe&able manner; 
Who will complainof this as iipproperand unjuft?— ^ 
The gofpel fets the maintenance of its minifters on the 
fame footing. u The workman is worthy of his 
hire. They that ferve at the altar fhould live by 
the altar. When they difpenfe to others of their 
fpi ritual things, they {hould in return receive of 
their worldly things/ 9 This is all that chriftianity 
demands ; and fhe is anfwerable for no other claim. 
Is it not reafonable that men of talents, educa- 
tion, and benevolence, who devote their lives to th$ 
fpi ritual inftru&ion of their fellow creatures, with 
a view to make them good and happy both in thia 
life and that which is to come, {hould receive fuch 
a remuneration as to enable them to Jive, not in 
affluence and fplendour^ far lefs in luxury and 
extravagance, but in the refpe&ability of a decent 
competence. The application of the fame edu- 
cation and abilities to another employment would 
have (ecu red wealth. Do they make cxhorbitant 
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claims, when they afk from thofe whom they art 
labouring to inftruft, a moderate fuppost? 

Nor does the New Teftameftt countenance ii} 
the minifters of religion a claim of power, more 
than of health. Humility is pointed out by Je- 
fus as the road to exaltation: and the way to be 
the grcateft of all in his kingdom, is to be the fer* 
vant of all. Arguments, entreaties, prayers, all de- 
rived from the fcriptures, are the only arms which 
the New Teftament warrants them to ufe. If the 
wicked will not turn from the evil of their ways, 
their remains nothing but to leave them to the 
judgment of a righteous God. With refpedt to 
fuch as have joined a fociety of believer** and af- 
terwards conduct themfelves amifs, Chrift himfelf 
prefcribes the following mode of proceeding : (t If 
thy brother {hall trefpafs a gain ft thee, go and tell 
him his fault between thee and him alone. If he 
ihall hear thee, thou haft gained thy brother: but 
if he will not hear thee, then take with thee, one 
or two more, that in the mouth of two or three 
witnefles every word may. be eftablifhed. And 
if he lhall aeglefl: to hear them, tell it unto the 
church : but if he negle& to hear the church, 
let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a 
publican/' Matt, xvjii. 15, 16, 17. No civil privi- 
lege is taken away, no injury fuftained as to worldly 
affairs: all that Chrift enjoins is a reparation from 
the communion of his difctples. In a fociety of 
artifts or pttilofophers, if a perfon will not con- 
form to their rules, they exclude him: and where 
is the hardfhip or injuftice ? for thefe rules are the 
bonds of the fociety. This is all that chriftianity 
does: and who will fay that it is wrong for a fociety 
of pious and moral men, who are united by the 
principles of piety and morality, to exclude fuch as 
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are impious or immoral ? The wifdom as w<elj m 
the equity of the gofpel in this refpedt muft be 
juftified, not only by its children, but by ftrangers. 
The extravagant claims. of fotne to the power of 
forgiving Qns, and opening to men (he gates qf 
heaven, have laid a fouhdatiop for the eftablifh- 
ment of the worft, becaufe a fpintual, defpotifm* 
But chriftianitv is entirely free from the charge, 
The facred fcripture contains the whole of the 
Chriftian religion: tbaf, and that ahne % the minis- 
ters of the gofpel are to teach: and that, and that 
alone, the people are to receive. The book is to 
be in the hands of all, that all may underftand it 
and be wife. Whatever a minifter aflerts to be a 
do&rine of Chrift, he is to prove from the New 
Teftament: and his affertion that it is contained 
there, is not to be received by the people as proof; 
but they are to examine' carefully the writings of 
the evangelifts and apoftles for themfelves. If it 
be found in the New; Teftament they are to re- 
ceive it. not on the word of the minifter. hut on 
the authority of the apoftles of Chcift: if it be not 
the do&rine of fcripture^ they are commanded not 
to receive it, whoever may enjoin the contrary. 
The difpenfation of the two fixnple ordinances of 
Baptifmand the Lord's fupperhas no myftery at. 
tached to it. No virtue is derived from the pow- 
er of the tpinifter: all the benefit, arifes from the 
blefling of Chrift, which is not at the difpofal of 
any of his fervants. — Where, my friend, is the 
prieftcraft of which you complain?, Point it out in 
any one inftance. But you cannot* Let the ob- 
je&ionttrenbe erafed from your mind, and acknow- 
ledge that in this refpedt the gofpel is perfedly 
reasonable, and infinitely diftant from prieftly do r 
mination and influence. . 
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pBj. The tilo'4 } v>\?ub Cbrijtrdnfy bas fied, tie Mas* 
Ja'cres which it has flamed and executed, and the 
Mjfcries which it has Brought upon the Earth > muft 
jealVs Condemnation* 

That then tailing themfelves chriftians, haVt 
pcrffecuted other* with unrelenting cruelty, and 
have fired rivers of innocent blood, is but too 
true. Did chriftianity countenance this conduct, 
it would merit unqualified reprobation. But for 
from fuch a difpofition, it forbids all violence and 
injury to be employed In itsxlefence. Chriftiahity 
sevejrfhed a drop of its enemies' blood, (ince the 
•day that Chrift died on the crofs; but it has beeii 
lavifti.of its own. It neVfcr foriged a chain to bind 
a heretic or ah adverfary.; nor ercded a pnfon to 
immure him. Chriftianity never dipped her pen 
in tears or blood, to Write a penal lew denouncing 
vengeance on infidels. She never made her bitu 
tereftfoe heave a groan, from^ny bodily fufferinjr 
inflicted by her hands. Her only weapons of of- 
fence and defence are truth and prayer. She re- 
turns good for evil, and bleffihg for curfing. 

If men wearing the garb of thedifciples of Jefus, 
inftigated by pride and the luft of dominion, and a 
defire to gratify the word paflions of the human 
heart, injure any of the human race under a pre- 
tence of zeal for religion, they ad: in direct oppo- 
sition to the gpfpel ; and you cannot Condemn 
them with too much feverity. But furely chrifti- 
anity (hould not be condemned for what it forbids 
men to perpetrate, under pain of the divine dis- 
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pleafure. Or if fuch as were truly christians, ever 
fought to put a flop to infidelity or error, and to 
propagate the gofpel in the world by force, (and 
it is to be deplored with. tears of blood, that fuch 
xhere hare unhappily beeft,) they will receive no 
taore thanks from Chrift, than the three difciples 
when* they wifhed him to bring down fire from 
heaven to deftroy. the Samaritans: "Ye know not 
:what manner of fpirit ye are of: The Son of Mail 
*ame hot to deftroy men's lives, but to fave them/* 
Nor wbuld he account the words, which he direiSU 
ed to Peter on a different occafion, too fevere to 
be ufed to them here: "Get thee behind me, Sa^- 
.tan: thou art an offence unto me; for thou fa- 
voureft not the things which be of God, but thfe 
things which be of men." Both the principles 
•and precepts of the gofpel, and the conduct of 
.Chriftand his apoftles, are as remote from per ft* 
•cution, as the eait is from the Weft. 

• 

SECTION VL 



Obj. Chrifrs Afptaranct on Earth was dijiingutjbed 
by vj Meannefs which feems beneath the Dignity of 
the Son of Gxtd* 

This objection arifes from a worldly fpirit, and 
from an ignorance of real greatnefs. Had Chrift 
appeared with the defign for which the Jews ex- 
pected him, acid which Mahomet profefledtohave, 
the power, dignity, and fplendour of an earthly 
monarch would have been highly fuitable: but his 
intention was of a different kind ; and his kingdom 
~was not of this world. He came to bear witnefi 
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%o the- truth, to exhibit a pattern of every virtue; 
and to expiate the fins of men by his own blood : 
and his external humiliation was well adapted to 
anfwer all thefe purpofes. When a teacher ad* 
drefles us, it is defirable that the hearers be not- 
overawed by external majefly ; but that the mind, 
be calm, in order that it may deliberately examine 
bis pretenfions, and his do&rine. When a perfon 
is defigned for a pattern to mankind, is it not fie 
that he fhould appear in a fituatioh, which falls to 
the lot of the great mafs of the children of men? 
The manner of Chrift's appearance accorded alfo 
with the nature of his religion. He came to calj 
men away from the love of the world, from ambi- 
tion, avarice, and fenfual pleafure; and to teacn 
them that true greatnefs con lifts in goodnefs, a- 
part from any external grandeur. He came to ex- 
hibit, by way of example, the virtues fuitable to ^ 
prefehtftate,efpeciaIlythemoft difficult ones, met k- 
nefs, patience under fufferings, bearing and forgive-* 
nefs of injuries, and love in return for hatred. He 
came to teftify his father's difpleafure againft the 
fins of men, and to fufFer forthem, * * the juft for thq 
unjuft, that he might bring us to God.** What Na- 
tion in life, what kind of appearance on earth was 
mod fit for, nay would at all fuit thefe purpofes, 
but a ftate of external humiliation ; or that which 
the proud world, borrowing its language from its 
vicious difpofitions, calls meannejs ? 

Some may fay, tl I would have him fometimes 
difplaying his dignity and glory/' But did nb{ 
Chrift feed many thoufands of hungry perfons 
with the fmall provifions made for his own family ? 
Did he not heal the fick, and give fight to the 
blind ? Did he not raife the dead to life ? Was not 
his glory infinitely fuperior to what earthly mo* 
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narchs eduld exhibit ; and of a kind which pecu- 
liarly futted the nature, and promoted the purpofes 
of his benevolent million to the children of men? 

\ 

m 

SECTION VII. 



Ob J. Chriftianity is known only to a /mall Portion of 
Mankind: if it were from God would it not be uni- 
verfal in its extent? 

Do you believe any one religion to be divine? If 
you do, the obje&ion is anfwered. The Deift can- 
not urge it with any propriery; for his religion is 
yery far from being uni verfal : we (hall find in the 
world fifty perfons profeffing chriftianity for one 
who profefles deifm. Befides, we clearly fee that 
many benefits which God has beftowed on men, 
are partial as to the enjoyment. Some are given 
to particular nations, but denied to the reft of the 
world: others are pofleffed by fome individuals 
pnty, of a favoured nation. A moderate know- 
ledge of hiftory will be fufficient to convince us f 
that in the moral government of the world, the 
bounties of providence, as well as mental endow- 
ments, and the means of improvement, are diftri- 
buted with whar appears to us an unequal hand. 
When the objections to this inequality of diftri* 
bution are confidered and refuted,; the obje&ion 
anting from the partial knowledge of chriftianity 
is anfwered at the fame time. 
. The fubje& may be viewed in another light* 
Some bleflings flow immediately from God to every 
perfon who enjoys them: others are conveyed by 
the inftrumentality of man: and depend on th<$ 
philanthropy of man, for their continuance ahd 
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extenlion. The laft is the cafe as to th«f know- 
ledge of chriftianity. When it was firft revealed, 
it was committed into 1 the hands of the difeiples 
of Jefus : and its propagation in the world ever 
finde has depended on their exertions in publifh- 
ing it among the nations. That a melancholy neg- 
ligence has been too often betrayed, muft be ac- 
knowledged and deplored. But at the fame tjrn^ 
it will be found, that in nomberlefs inftance* the 
mod violent oppofition has been made to the jea- 
lous endeavours of chriftians ; and that it is owing 
to the fanguinary perfecutions by the rulers of the 
world, that the gofpel does not now enlighten the 
whole habitable globe. If a conqueror, followed 
by his powerful army, defolate a country, find burit 
the cities and villages, and deftroy the cattle and 
the fields of corn, and the people perifh for eold 
and hunger, is their mifery to be afcribed to a lack 
of goodnefs in God, or to the fu per abounding 
wickednefs of man ? The anfwer will equally apply 
to the fubject before us. 

• The objection will appear ftill lefs cogent, if it 
be conlidered that chriftianity is not the religion 
of a day, nor of an age ; but a fcheme of mercy ex- 
tending itfelf through thoufands of years, which 
gradually attains its triumphs, and which, over- 
coming all oppofition, will at laft be diffufed ever 
the face of the whole earth. The tendency to this 
muft be obvious to every friend of divine truth, 
who is an attentive obferver of the moral Hate of 
mankind. When the gofpel has produced its full 
effect, the objedt ion will entirely ceafe; for accord- 
ing to the language ofprophecy, " Men (hall be 
bleffed in Jefus ; and all nations (hall call him 
bleflcd." Ps. IxxiL 
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SEpTION vin. 
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©B h fb Effeffs produced in the World by tb$ Chris- 
tian Religion have been few and fmatl % attd"cj ? 'little 
benefit to the Human Race < : ~ f * r J ^ t 

Although this be often urged with confidence, ft 
jp wi?Kpul: fli|p confideratiop ;' for the effects of the 
gofpel have been hujnerbus, important, and high- 
ly beneficial. \T)ie grand influence of the gofpel 
it in th$ heart* of individuals. It forms them anew; 
ft teachci thfm to wye God and love one another, 
jWid it traipi Jhefn up for a ftatp of eternal felicity. 
rThje jiifppfition and c.hara^er thus changed difpjay 
*h<?ir ppergy ip ^he Worn of fJometfic life. The 
duties of hufra/ids and wives, of parents and ch|I- 
flrfn, of }n?fjtcfs ai\d feryants, are performed in a 
j\tyr manner; and a meafufe of comfort enjoyed, 
that was before unknown. Every relative dbli- 
gatiop is felt, and fuitab.le returns made. Millions 
Juwc openly profejfed this religion at the hazard 
q$ th$ir live,s. How many more, may we fuppofe, 
^rom tijpifjity, the interferencje of friend** and con- 
jfideratipns of a yrprldly nature, have been afraid 
jto avow their convi&ion, which however has had 
jt^C.Onfiderable influence on their' cohtfuft* Thefc 
every-day effects of the gofpel on' multitudes 
^mong the mafs of mankind jiavie been ToviV- 
lookcd by the great ones of the earth, and con T 
iidered as nothing. This is Jftill the cafi?, and 
jnany intelligent perfons do not reflet that what 
takes place in families; conftitutes by, far the lar- 
geft portion qf virtue or vice, $f happinofi ^or 
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mifery, which a nation, or which the world, feck; 

But there are effe&s of a more confpicuou* kind, 
which muft be acknowledged by all. At the com- 
ing of Chrift, the world was filled with idols. So 
.fondly were men attached to them, that • all . the 
Philofophers with all their efforts could not* ba- 
Jiifli them from a fingle village. The Jews fuc- 
deeded with many individuals among the heathen, 
but with not one community, The gofpel' has 
banilhed idolatry from Europe,* and from a coni 
fidcrable part of Africa, and Afia, and America. 
This has been accomplifhed by the propagation of 
its principles; and it has had an extenfive addi- 
tional effe<9: mediately by the conqueft of the Koran, 
which derived from the fcriptiires, ther do&rine of 
one true God. How many countries are. there in 
different quarters of the globe, whence heathen, 
idolatry is banifhed, and God the Creator wor- 
fhipped! The effe<£t is to be traced to the gofpel 
of Jefus as its caufe: that alone has produced the 
wonderful revolution. 

There are other efFe&s of a very important na- 
ture introduced by chriftianity, which are not con- 
iidered by its oppofers, nor traced to their real 
fource. The gofpel has made an aftonifhing 
change in the ftate of fociety; and has introduced 
a greater meafure of goodnefs and happinefs than 
was ever known before. Many virtues which 

*^ ^^— i^— ^^mmm I ■ — — ^m 111.. 1 . 

* Some perfons in France, amid ft ether fooleries, 
when they Jet up a damjel as an emblem of the goddefs 
of reafon, bad not the face to make a ftatue of Jupiter 
ir Juno, the light of chriftianity, which they defpifed, 
Jhone fo bright by its general principles on their minds, 
that however much they might wijh it, they durft not 
erctt an altar to a heathen deity. 
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were formerly confidered as heroic are become 
common. It has infinuated a confiderable portion 
of its general principles into the laws of nations, 
and rendered them more equitable : and it has had 
an aftonifhing influence on public opinion and 
manners. It has foftened the horrors of war; and 
rendered the treatment of prifoners more humane. 
It has pleaded the caufe of the indigent, the widow, 
and the aged; and it has alleviated (he miferies of 
thei/Jot. Let a companion be made between the 
nations of chriftendom, and the heathen countries 
both in ancient and modern times, in all tfrcfe re- 
fpedb ; and the excellency of the gofpel will be 
feen in its important and beneficial effedts. 

If thefe things be duly confidered, it may be as- 
ferred without fear of contradiction, that chriftianity 
produced thegreateft revolution which the world 
ever few* or has yet feen; a revolution of foul. 
It is a revolution in fentiinents, ia difpofition, \a 
conduit; and effip&ed by principles pure, power- 
ful, extenfive, continuing to this day, and ftill ex- 
erting their influence with, \inabated energy. And 
to whom are we indebted, for this revolution? d 
poor man in Judea, without a penny in his purfe, 
.without arms, without ;he concurrence of the^ 
learned or the great, and in opppjfition to power, 
to wealth, to influence, to force, overthrew tHe 
ancient religions, and changed .the face of tl\c 
WPrldl 
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Obj. She dttadmtnt . of Multitudes t$ QhrlftianUy 
,_.. arifcs merely from the Prejudices of Education. 

^Prejudices of every kinci' are blad ; arid the*go(J?al 
^forbids tliem all. pondprppenfities witHolut re£. 
Ton, fir a tiling, and viplent antipathies &ga*»ft it, 
are equally condemned by its impartial voice, tf 
; aperfon have no other caufe for being a Chriftrah 
but the'prejudices of education, that is JiisdWh 
-fault, not the gofpel's. At the fanie tinrie, it (hdulil 
be confidered tnat there are prejudices agiainft tvhat 
"is learnt irTearly life, as well as in favour of it. 
! Good principles may be taught lis then, as well as 
bad ones: and T 'good principles received in edu- 
cation may be reje&cd withpyt examination; is 
well as bad ones received in education, may with- 
put examination be retainecj. There may be pfre- 
Ju^ices without inquiry or reafon againft Chrifti- 
anity, as well as for it: and pertons who have had 
an infidel education, may be prejudiced in favour 
of infidelity, juft as naturally and as readily as'thdfe 
Vho have had a Chriftian education, may be in fa- 
vour of Chriftianity. v 

After CQnlidefiqg what has ^been adduced by 
"Way of evidence for the trut{i of the gofpel, this 
objection caq have but little weight: and that 
little will be taken $way when we reflect, that 
though now the prejudices of education are in fa- 
vour of chriftianity, at firft it had the prejudices 
of education, fafhion, influence, public opinion, 
and every thing to contend againft: and it was 
only by overcoming them that the gofpel prevail* 
td in the world. 
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SECTION X. 



Ob j. Very few of the great and learned embrace the 

Cbrifiidn Religion. 

" How hardly fhall they that arc rich enter into 
the kingdom of heaven," was a declaration of the 
founder of chriftianity: and hiftory and obferva- 
tion confirm its truth. It is aflerted by fome of 
"the firft names in literature, that at the time of the 
.planting* of the gofpel in the world, the fuperior 
clafs in fociety def]pifed their national religion, 
and confidered it merely as a convenient tool of 
theftate. How unlikely is it, that fuch perfons 
ihould pay the fmalleft attention to what was con- 
fidered as a foreig.i/uperjtuion/origin&ting'with. the 
vulgar audi illiterate^ and introduced by men of the 
loweft fiations. Though a few of the great were 
numbered among the difciples of Chrift, can we 
' wonder if nearly the whole of them rejected him, 
and ftedfaftly adhered to the old religion as the 
guardian of their ancient and peculiar privileges? 
It has likewife been confidently afferted, that 
" Had chriftianity been true," the philofophers and 
learned men would have embraced it with avidity." 
Some did embrace the gofpel, and wrote treatifes 
\n its defence; but the generality of them were 
^mpng its foes. We (hall not wonder at this, 
when we confider that they were placed in a fta- 
tioii not very diflimilar to the former clafs, and 
nourished difpofitions equally unfavourable to the 
gofpel. Tacitus and Suetonius briefly mention 
Chrift and his religion. Some of the moil emi- 
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nent literary men of the fucceeding age do the 
fame: and Lucian endeavours to hold the Chris- 
tians up to ridicule. But one thing is evident in 
all: none of them underftood the nature of Chris- 
tianity: they fpeak of it like babes. We ihali 
not be furprifed at this, when we find a fimilar ig- 
norance in a more enlightened age. Voltaire in 
his ftridtures on Calvinifm, in his Steele de Louis 
xiv. was evidently ignorant of the do&rines and 
fpirit of the fedt, which he defcribes with fo much 
bitternefs and contempt. There is an example 
of the fame kind, and indeed ftill more remark- 
able, in England. MetbodiJm % has- fubfifted there 
for upwards of half a century. The ftdt confifts 
of fome hundred thoufand perfons; and they have 
given the world a full account of their principles. 
Notice has been taken of them, by fbme of the firft 
literary characters, in their publications : but we 
fee that they were unacquainted with their fyftem, 
and have grofsly mifreprefented it. Whether a 
fingle exception can be found, may be a doubt: and 
the ignorance ftill remains. In all thefe inftances 
it proceeds from the fame caufe: they feel a con- 
tempt for the new fedt as being fcarcely able to 
name a man of fafhion among its votaries : ox if they 
pay any attention to its tenets, it is with a difpo- 
fition of mind which regards the fyftem as incon- 
ceivably mean and vulgar. In fuch a ftate they 
cannot underftand it, nor perceive its evidence: the 
whole iscondudted under the influence of prejudice. 
This will eafily and naturally account for the un- 
belief, both of the great, and of the philofophers^ 
and of men of letters. 
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SECTION XL 



Obj. Then are many Divijions and great Dijfenfions 

among Cbriftians. 

The truth of the obje&ion is readily admitted, but 
Jts force is denied. Confider Chriftianity as com- 
ing from God, — it is pure and unfpeakably good: 
view it as received by men, it will be, as the 
fchoolmen fay, Jecundum modum recipienth. If the 
difference of capacity, and the prejudices and pas- 
lions of mankind be duly weighed, we (hall not 
account it ftrange, if they do not all think alike > 
nor receive the truth in all its purity. But this is 
not peculiar to the Chriftian Religion. There are 
divifions and diflenfions as to religious fentiments 
among pagan idolaters, among mahometans, and 
among deifts. You cannot deny it. But the 
Deift does not confider this as a reafon for reject- 
ing deifm. If fo, neither is it a reafon for reject- 
ing chriftianity. 

More particularly, fbme men are deftitute of 
every noble principle: they are full of deceit, a- 
varice, pride, and fenfuality. We fee them abufe 
the gifts of nature and of providence : is it wonder- 
ful then, if they pervert chriftianity too, and en- 
tertain different ideas of many of its dodtrines, 
from men of goodnefs and humility? It is no more 
ah objection agairift chriftianity being from God, 
becaufc fuch perfons err from its purity, than that the 
gifts of nature and of providence came not from 
God, becaiife they ufe them in a different manner 
from wife and holy men. Weaknefs of intelletfk 
will produce peculiarities of fentiment on every 
fubjedt, and confequently on. religion. The pre- 
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judices of education and early habits will generate 
attachments to certain opinions and rites: hence 
alfo differences in religion will arife,- but the fault 
is not in chriftianity; it is in man. From fimilar 
caufes> we fee a diverfity of judgment amongtKt 
learned refpe&ing fcientes of great utility, name- 
ly, medicine, law, politics, philofophy: but not* 
withftanding this, all allow them to be highly 
beneficial to mankind: none deny their ufefuU 
nefs, although people differ about fome parti,, 
cular points. To reje& the gofpel becaufe badl 
men pervert it, and weak men deform it, and an r 
gry men quarrel about it, and bigotted men loolf 
four on others and curfe them bejcaufc they do. not 
agree in every tittle with themfelves, difplays thi 
fame folly as if a perfon fhould cut down a tjrec 
bearing abundance of delicious fruit, and furni(hi T 
ing a refrefhing fhade, becaufe caterpillars disfi* 
gured the leaves, and fpiders made their >v,eb|i 
among the branches. 



SECTION XII. 



Obj. There is much Obfcurity in the New Tejiament, 
and there are many things myjierious. 

Before complaints of this .kind can furnifh a folid 
obje<5tion, it isneceffary to know what was the 
defign of the writers of the volume. If it was 
their declared intention to make ev^ry thing fa 
clear, that there fhould be jio pbfcunty, and every 
thing level to our capacity, fo that there fhould be 
nothing myfterious, then obfcurity and myfteriea 
may be urged as a juft ground of complaint. But 
no fuchjpromife is given; and it appears evidently 
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to he the intention of th<s author, that the bdote 

flioUld cotftai ft things tfbfcufe ahd myfterious, as 
welt *& thirfgs plain and cleaf? yet nojuft obje&idnf 
tftifes herttf^ Tfrd flirt ia thd lights and a-fuffidfcnf 
light P6 thfe;Wfld V but there a*e diffe^edtiitgreear 
Gf cteamefs; diftanf bodies are riot ft^' diftin&iy 
perceived as thofe which are near: objedttf-dd rioi* 
appear fa^fter bytwHight, as at fiooriidSJ*; nor' at 
rtooti iti t))C'i(hddy grove, as in the open-field r buP 
ftill the fuft anftfets all ihe ptirpofefc which God 
intended- It is fo with the New T^ftameht. But- 
to ta[«e a- mdre particular vicMr Gf the fu&jegft <" ; 
• The New Teftarrfint ia charged with tffeufilyj 
Many* things, it -Will/ tee allowdd fey all, kfi fek-> 
ceedjngfy plain: thtfe&te the fiidftneceflafy truths* 
Some pafts ate ebf£ lire* The dbfcufity arifes front 
different €au&§. ' It- is an old book written in -the* 
oriental jttttftMH the Hirtguagej tftb figures; and the 
mode §f * tompSfltkm, all ; fd different frbm ours, 
fortief ftfiM ertSte a difficulty, Thefe are refer- 
ences te everitaaftd ^ireiimftairtfces, with which We 
are ifnperfe&ly.t or not at all Acquainted. The 
nature of the fubjec5l may be fdfrietitrtes afligrted as* 
a catifet. affd lbifietintes th&intgntidn of th$ writer, 
whd did fiD* meafi to give us a fuIl'Vie'W, but a ra« 
pid g1afic£. *f hi crofnprefidnfive defign will ae-*~ 
count foti part 6f the dbfeuftey : fbmetfuths werfi 
put Intd th£ Nd# Teftatnfeht fof the particular be- 
nefit of thof% tfhd were to live at the diftarice of 
one dt two thoufahd years ; and in earlier ages wefi 
: hard to be undeeftddd. But of the^afts ivhich wear 

I* the veil of oUfcutrk/j how thirty btfedme plain frdm 

I, ftudy afld Mlg6fous appllcatloh.^f mind. If God 

giv#h«hah undemanding, Certainly its <nergi*s 
feoUld b? *0>pk>y^d h^fct and there' is nothing 
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imfuitable to the divine nature, that 4 reVelatJort 
fliould be given, fome parts of which requite the 
utmoft. exertion of intellect : in order to perceive 
the truth. If after all, certain pgiflfages remain 
obfeure, the reafon has been already affigned; or 
they may be cl ailed under the following part of the 
objection. ,••_..* 

• c Some things in the New Teftament are. 
myflerious"' What right : has man to require that 
all fhould be clear, and all level to his cpmprehcn- 
fion? Are there not myfteries in the works ofcrea*. 
tion, concerning .which/ the wifeft Philofopher 
xnuft confefs his ignorance? Is not this the cafe 
in naturalreligion? Who can comprehend God's 
neccflary cxiftence, a Being without a caufe pro- 
ducing it? Why then fliould it be confidered as an 
objection againft the New Teftament, that there 
are fome things in it which we cannot fully com- 
prehend? If after we have feen on numberlefs oc- 
cafions faith uniting with reafon, the writers fhould 
in fome inftances v foar , above reafon, but never 
ftand in oppofition to its di&ates,. what juft.ciaufe 
has man to complain? 

It merits peculiar notice, and is of very great 
weight on this fubjedt, that God in his moral go- 
vernment has not, in any one inftance, acted as 
man would have done: fo different is his reafon 
from man's and his judgment as to what is wifeft 
and belt. When a perfon furyeys the annals of rhe 
nations, what diforder, what wickednefs, what con- 
fiifion, what mifery! But let him confider this is, 
the hiftqry of what takes place under the moral 
government of Gpd, : whofe plans are infinitely wife 
s*nd righteous and good ; and who, while he con- 
sults' his own honour, is promoting the happineft 
of thofe who love him, and in the higheft degree. 
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How myfterious does every thing appear! 1 He who 
believes the perfections and providence of God, 
muft acknowledge th* faff; but- he is utterly at a 
lofs to explain hdW it caii poflibly be; The thing 
itfelf is certain', but tht manner is a perfedt myfleryr 
the machinery is infinitely tdo complicated for 
man to furvey and comprehends 
- Some Greenland boys, wheri the jnidionaties 
were attempting to teach them the 'alphabet,, dis- 
gulled with the talk, exclaimed, "Is it not far 
better to be in a- kajak catching feals, as our fa- 
thers do, than to be crying A, B> C; or like you, 
fcrawling all day long with a feather?" The good 
to be derived from education was a'niyftery. Some 
of the parts of divine inftru&ion and their conhec-. 
tion with the end they are defighed to produce, 
are equally myfterious to us. When we were chil- 
dren, there were things in the condu& of our pa- 
rents, the reafon<tf which we? could not compre- 
hend. And (hall the little child man imagine that 
he canunderftand every difpenfation of the great 
Father of all? We have fince ittjx the wifdcirfi of 
our parents in that which we condemned; and 
ihould not man form the fame judgment in refpedt 
to the government of God ? 

. |f the iubjciS be! duly corifidered, fo^far from ita 
appearing fufpicious that there Ihould be myfteries 
in the chriftian religion, it will rathenbe regarded 
as a proof of its divine origin. . If nothing more 
Was contained in the New Teftament, than we 
knew before; or nothing more than wecouldeafily 
comprehend, we might juflly doubt if it came from 
God, and whether it was not rather a work of inan's 
device.. Wire there myfteries in. the duties of 
chriftiajiity, an objedtibn might juftly be raifed* 
t?y t not fo with, i refpeCt to the dtfirines. That 



there will; be fome things refp^&ing.the aaturd 
and gov^r^ment pf God wl\ieh;|ire not folly reveal* 
ed* ; fojnp things wtyc]i -are merely hinted *tf on 
accoyht pf thd^ connexion wifch Qthtfr parts of 
divine truth; and Come things which &e juft 
mentioned butqot, explained; becaufe rhey exceed 
the grafp of the human u^erft^ncjingj, \t\$ natural 
for ijs to expe&s ^nd what Juft ground, is t&ert of 
eompUipt? J,n a^ord, if in i&e phenomena of 
nature, ar*d in the moral government of the Dfcity 
there are many things oonfeffedly myfterious 5 • w it 
not more than probable that thbj will l>e: \he safe 
in a revelation of his ,wiM> where fhfc fubje<3:: i'i 
equaHy yaft, and in fome r^fpeils far mo.Fe eoh*H 
prehenfive? tVitbcut myficrief {he gofj^el WQuh} not 
f* \jkk #1$ yqrks of God t 
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Qbj. Wlknwe furvey the Form and Afyd*of Com* 
pofition of the Books of the New Xeftqmevt, we cqn- 
hot conceive that they wer^ zyritteif by., divine In** 
fpiration. ..\. . 

Thb New Teftament is undoubtedly : a very *Fe-P 
markable book. Men who never ftudted laft4 
guage or eompoiition^ wrofe it in a foreign tongue. 
Illiterate Jews drew, it up in Greek, which was the* 
moft common raediupi of intercourfe in the civ 
vilized world at that time: the idiom of confer 
quenceis oriental, the word* are from Greece: i* 
Eftay be fiid that they thought in Heferetv, and 
wrote in Greek. Its contents- have been already 
Coniidered; and the world is challenged to pro-r 
duce a book on fubjedte equajly* important; and a^ 
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PN/I^;is: mors lppfa th«*n fintp a modern ta,fl#; but 
it W^ft what wo thguWUook for from fact men # 
ftpd-Ulj&fh janago./ A*totHe -Jyie 9 it i*. what it 
mig&t; ;b« e*pe<$edj that m$n in their circum* 
ftan^s *nd with t^iriVAew^.l^QtiltteQriplQy. Ex* 
gep^ng part -of rtfe^OW Ttftameht, it is the fim* 
f4^l b(X>k that *yer:.wafr twit^Of— None make fo 
cidwilpW;* Jg*H*!as UUtewte men, whtti they 
jvifh to : write -iutejangtttgc*. The evangelifts and 
gpoille3 W^fce no fuqh attempt: they .are above it; 
they are never;*t pains jtQ flop for a, word, but take 
jnft fu€fea^o^c«r;^jvefy one muft -fee that tbey 
ar§ minding </£wjr^4and flOf words* ^According to 
thQ tafte of their &Atjq& j*Jid *ge> thfese is a great 
defri of 6gyra$iye langu^gs* afldmuch allegory; and 
frequent aJHifigns to ;tbfcfaer,ed books .of thejtwt, 
#ut nptwit^ftafl^j/ig thf ft peculiarities, their man* 
Der of repr^fe^tiion ish fy luminous, * to be al- 
together unpquaHsck. * -!•: proof of this it is abfo* 
lately certain th« ^iwfoniunaccuftomed to men- 
talexertiqfls, wbet^eifefrocb;;hU yo'ut-h, or warit of 
pra&icc, Of "yqfkjngfft ofje^aefty, HyHl undcrftand 
more of thp hjiftory of-tbo New Teiftainent than of 
any other. /bpokj aivi have ctaafer rdtens of the fa&s 
^hkbwe i^rra^:-. ho wUUikewife have more 
4tfHn# cance|>tiQns bQth of its religious principles 
%W& motalpreceptSj than he could derive ftom the 
writings of the moft celebrated PhiJofophcrs, were 
even the fame tf^jths qoWJained in jfoem. 
_ It is, nqt qjifftcult 50 r*ife obje&ion&agaLnft the 
form of the New Teftamenu and they majratfirft 
fight appear plaufible: but the more they arecon- 
fidered, the lefs weight they will be found to have. 
There is a great diverfity of tafte with refped tp 
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the compofition of a book, between people in the 
eaftern and the weftern parts of the world : befides 
this, almoft every nation has its diftinguilhing 
tafte, .When God grants a written revelation ot 
his will, it cannot fuit even fo much as the nc- 
t tonal tafte of all the human race. Is it not natural 
to fuppofe, that he will leave the men whom he is 
pleafed to employ, to follow the method which was 
familiar to the age and nation ih which they lived? 
As he felecled Jews for this purpofe, we may ex- 
pert to find the oriental manner of writing, dis- 
tinguiftied by the peculiar tafte of the Jewifli peo«* 
ple» And where is the injtrftice and unreafon- 
ablenefs of God's requiring men to receive the 
knowledge of his will in the drefs of the land of 
Canaan? If an eaftern prince grant to any Euro-* 
pean nation, a letter ot privileges conveying An- 
gular advantages in coipmerce, who refafes it, and 
obje&s that .the letter is drawn up in the out- 
landifh phrafeology of brienta-I compofition? Dis- 
play the fame candour here; and the objection 
will no more be hekrd. Is it wife to fay, cc I 
cannot think this book, though full of bleflings, is 
from God; and I will not receive it, becaufe the 
men who wrote it had long beards, and wore loofe 
garments, and did not appear in a Frendi drefs!** 
As to what refpefts ftyle, it is beneath the author 
to be folic itous about ornaments: God will no| 
addrefs us, as a rhetorician tiould. The fpeech 
of a king is not, or fhould not be gaudy and la- 
boured: and the laws of nations are not promul- 
gated in flowery language. 
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SECTION XIV. 



Oaj P How can we be certain that the Books of the 
. New Tejtament were written by the Jpoftles of 
Cbrift: and if they were, that they have not been in*} 
„. terpolated and corrupted Jinee? 

You are fatisfied that the Iliad was written by 
Homer, the Enied by Virgil, the wfcrfcs of Horace 
by that poet; and the oration* of Cicero by the fa- 
rnotisrRorrun orator of that name; If! afk, why do 
you believe this? The teftimony of all antiquity* 
y ou fay, confirms it, ThetxjOks of the Neto Tfea- 
tameht have the fame authority in their favour. 
This additional evidence they have, that as their 
contents are more important, and they profeffed 
and were thought by multitudes to- contain doc- 
trines effentially neceflary to falvation, people were 
far more interefted in knowing that they were 
written by the apoftles of thrift, as they derived 
thence all their value. What is there in the works 
of Homer or Virgil which could provoke fo ftricfc 
a fcrutiny ? Let it be ferioufly considered then, thar 
whatever overthrows the New Teftament, over- 
throws all other ancient books, and along witb 
them all the evidence of teftimony. Thofe men of 
kter times who have called in queftion theauthority 
of the New Teftament, are not aware of the abfur- 
dity of their condufo When Hardouin the Jefuit, a 
very learned man, gravely affertcd and maintained 
that Homer, and^ Virgil, and Horace, and Cicero^ 
and all the other Greek and Rdman claflics were' 
written by cloiftered monks in the middle ages* 
there was fo deep a feflfe df the grofs abfurditjr 
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of the thing, that he drew upon himfelf theuriiverfal 
laugh of the literary world :, aitd tjiat was confu- 
tation enough. -Thcfarti£ trfeatmfcnt is juftly due 
to thofe who aflert that the New Teftament was 
written by, other men than the aipoftles ofChrift; 
for it is a thdufand 1 tilths ^fief t0 farg£ fucH 
Vritfags as thofe of Hotted and Virgil/ than the 

Gofpeh and Epiftles. ; ' *'•• '<:- ■ 

That the writing* t>f the tf&pfettattittii hate 
ndt beejft interpolated fior ccrrnfiffdi iibtiYiztt cotnb 
down to .us i(i a./dijfsr c $ftt:ftAt$ from that ip whidh 
they left the hafld£ of the J£yangclliU ^nd ApoftleSj 
we have, the bdft of Feaforts to conclude. It will 
be readily granted, that from thd hafteor igiioranc* 
of tranferibef $ there may bt the miftake of a name* 
a date, a place* or a particular tirord* . This is thd 
<?afd with, all the other ancient! books I have men*, 
tioned, and ift a far greater degree* . Yet notwith- 
ftanding thefe errors of the prtfs > as they may b§ 
called, we think the purity df the ckflics fufficienC 
to warrarij u» to fay, that .thej^ have not been in-* 
terpolated nor corrupted; but. are (till the fame aSf 
when thdy were fir ft coBfip6fedi Internal evidence* 
has groat vfeightk ; The bfeauty of <?6mpofition irt 
getter*!, ajrfd the peculiar ftyle of each writer con- 
vince the critic- that the work is, genuine, and alf 
of a piece: it has, the ftaj of. the% author's mind 
ftamped uprin it; Such a peculiarity of iiiaaner 
hav^e Che apoftles of Jcjfcl Cbriftj and to imitate 
them is beyond pbe capacity ofmati. "Somi trea- 
ties ftefe ifu the pfjrplfive 4g£s df chriftianitjj* aifcrib* 
id to. themi of which jx few fragin/mt*; remain 5 jjur 
hcwbO ftaa imbibed thb fpifit of. their .writings; i'g 
hs will doibp^re with> fthc! M'tW\ Teftameiit the 
works #hich were feflfidy attrlbuWd to them, wilt 
&nd;the differencc'in^ev^y'jrefpaft as great, as a 



claflical fcholar will, between the orations of Cicc r ro > 
and. Pagninus's Latin verfion of the fcriptures. 
The homogeneity of the New Teftament (if the word 
may be permitted) furnilhes the ftrongeft proof 
that it was compofed by men of the fame fpirit, 
and of the fame wifdom ; and that there is no fo- 
reign mixture. 

If befides this,weconfider the veneration whjc\ 
the primitive chriftians had for the writings of the 
apoftles, nothipgean be more unlikely than that 
they fhould have a defire to alter thenp., Their 
veneration wa$.*t fiifficient feCurity for their fideli- 
ty. But if any of them had entertained a wi(h to 
alter the books, of the New Teflament, it would 
have been impoflible for them to fucceed. Copies 
were fpeedily multiplied : they were in the hands 
of chriftians in all the churches : they were trans- 
lated early into the different languages fpoken by 
the feveral nations, among which the gqfpel was 
pilanted: pious rpen in their religioiis treatifes, 
quoted paflages from. them: feds and parties foon 
arofe, and heretics erred from the truth: but all 
received the fame facred books; and they became 
a check upon each other, and rendered corruptions * 
and interpolations impoflible/ Every fuccecding 
age increafed the difficulty; and the, comparifon 
of the different ancient manufcripts and copies at 
the prefent time, does not affedl a, Jingle doctrine pf 
chriftianity, nor ijingle duty.* 

* The corruption of the books of the New Tejiament 
has been conceived by Jome to be an eafy and a pro- 
bable thing. But if tbe'fubjefl be duly conftdered, the 
immenfe difficulty of it will be clearly feen. Take for 
example the epiflle to the Romans. It was read to tht 
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, In fixing the canon of the New Teftament, i. e. 
in diftinguHhing the writings of the evangclifta 

and apoftles from thofc of other men, the ancient 

« — " 

church and received as divine. Every zealous cbriftian 
who could, would have a copy of it, and read it to his 
family. One would fend a copy to bis fon at Corintb B 
another to bis brother at Antioch, and a third to bis fa- 
ther at Alexandria* who would all circulate them among 
the cbriftians in tbefe cities, and fend them to their 
friends in other countries. It would thus in a Jhort 
time be in the poffeffion of tboufands. 

While the epiflle was multiplying in the cbriftian 
churches, it would alfo be tranflatcd into different Ian* 
guages. A Latin copy would almoft immediately ap- 
pear; and it would foon be rendered into fome of the 
Eaftern tongues. 

Tbefe things would all be done by per fens who held* 
both the book and the writer in the bigbeft veneration, as 
a teacher infpired by the Spirit of Cod. This vene~ 
ration would make them confider it a crime to alter bis 
Jentiments or language s and prhiuce the moft anxious 
care to retain every iota of the apoftle's writing, and 
preferve the epifile in its original purity. 

In addition to this evidence of authenticity, let it 
be confidered that the epifile was received in the public 
worfbip of the churches, and was treafured up in the me- 
mory of the faithful. It was quoted by cbriftian wri-\ 
ters in their treatifes of devotion : it was ufed by the 
orthodox as evidence in their contr over fie s with heretics : 
and heretics ufed it in their own defence : // was alfo 
made the text for commentaries by learned men both in 
tbi Creek and Roman churches. Tbefe all profeffed to 
venerate the book. How difficult then muft it have been, 
nay impoffible, without immediate dctettion, to corrupt or 
interpolate the fa ere d writings. 



( 207 ) 

cliriftians proceeded with the utmoft caution? and 
who would not approve of caution in a matter ot 
fo much importance ? If a perfon was receiving a 
fum of money for you, would you not cortunend 
the attention which carefully examined every piece? 
Such cautious fcrutiny was here employed ; and no 
book was admitted into the volume, till it was as- 
certained that it was of divine authority, or, in o- 
rher words, was written by the evangelifts and a- 
poftles of Chrift. Such as were not written by 
them, fand it could be known bv inveftigation) 
were reje&ed : fuch as were doubtful they hefitated 
about, and waited till their doubts were removed ; 
and fuch as were known to be written by the apos- 
tles, they immediately received. — If fhefe very 
brief hints be duly weighed; and efpec jally if the 
objedtors will take the trouble toconfider the fub- 
jedt more fully, they will find a mafs of evidence ifl 
fupport of the authenticity! purity, and divine au- 
thority of the New Teftament, of the cxiftence pf 
which they before had no ide?. 



SECTION XVf 



Ob i. Many of the Advocates for the Religion of Jefne 
inveigh bitterly againjl Pbilofopby % becaufe they know 
that Chrift tan sty cannot bear the Jlrift Scrutiny tf 
her penetrating Eye, 

That a great outcry has of late been raifed by 
fome perfons again ft philofophy; apd that mea 
have been taught to regard it as the mod hideous 
monfter ever feen on earth, and entreated or com* 
irianded tQ bring f words and fpears, and unite for 
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ks deftru&ion, is but too true. Let, it cover ihem> 
for it ought, with merited difgrace: for there is 
either a lack of wifdom ; or elfe inftead of the ad- 
vancement of religion, they have.fome worldly in - 
tereftin view : but Jet it not be charged to the ac- 
count of the gofpel, and interpreted to its diihon- 
our. Chriftianity blufhes while {be hears fuch ad- 
vocates pleading her caufe; and turns away from 
them with difguft, lamenting that thofe who call 
themfelves her children, have not imbibjed a larger 
jne^fure of wifdom and gobdnefs. 

Pbilofwby, true philofophy (fpr there is fajfe 
philofophy as well w fa}fe religion, ?md the New 
Teftament condemns both) is highly valuable; it 
is in all its branches exceedingly ufefyl; and it has 
contributed in an eminent degree to the improve- 
ment apcj happiqefs of the human ra$e. Every 
enlightened chrifti^n acknowledges this, ?nd 15 
defiroys {h§{ philofophy piay rapidly proceed in 
Improving every part of her extepfive fyftem; ancj 
that all her difcoveries jn^y \>$ jnore extenfively: 
known, Mpfes pf old wifhed that all the people 
of Ifrael yrere prof bets : the difciple of Jefus wiihes 
that ail the inhabitants pf the ea#h were Pbilcfo- 
fbers. If we extept bloated pride, nothing is 
more oppofite or jnore hoftile to chriftianity than 
brutilh ignorance ; found knowledge, efpecially of 
philofophy, as it improves the mental powers, is 
favourable to the ftudy and reception of the gos- 
pel. 

Some, or (hall I fay, many of late who call them- 
felves Philofophers, have rejected the gofpel, and 
have &id that philofophy taught them to rejedt it : 
but true philofophy was no more the caufe of the 
reje<Stion> than the fun is the caufe of darknefs, 
fa it. i§ not every one who lays claim to wifdon^ 
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that is wife, nor every v one who boafts of his inte- 
grity that is upright ; fo it is not every man who 
calls himfelf a Philofopher, that has attained to 
true philofophy. Should a perfon hive eyen ac- 
quired a considerable knowledge of its fpeculative 
truths, yet if he has not the heart of a Philofopher, 
he wants the principal part. If chriftianity be re- 
jected by bim % it is not to its diftionour. 

Did the limits of this effay permit, it cquld be 
(hewn, that philofophy contains no principles 
which are hoftileto chriftianity. When viewed 
io its full extent, and embracing every obje<fl of 
purAiit, the ftudy of mind, of morals, and of nature; 
chriftianity does not perceive an enemy, but an 
humble ally, whofe exertions are not injurious, but 
favourable to her caufe. Thofe who have leifure, 
are earneftly entreated to ftudy philofophy with wis- 
dom, and to read the New Teftament with a pure 
unbiafled mind : the gofpel is aot afraid of the 
reful.t. But how few can find time for fo laborious 
a refearch ! There is however a more compendious 
method which they may purfue, fo as to obtain a 
confiderable degree of fatisfadtion- on the fubjeft.. 
Let example have its due weight. No one will de- 
ny Bacon, Newton, Locke, Boyle, Leibnitz, Paf- 
chal, and St. Pierre to have been Philofophers/ 
They were cbriftians toor. and may not their be- 
Jief of its truth, and reception of its principles be 
confide red as no mean argument, that philofophy 
is not at variance with the gofpel; but as its hand- 
maid, condu&s the Philofopher to Jefus to fit at 
his feet, and learn heavenly wifdom? . 
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weighty obje&ions againft the gofpel. That theri 
is not the force in them which Deifts fondly fup- 
pofe, the anfwers given, will (hew. Many others 
might have been mentioned; for the a po flics are 
not like artful men confeious of fraud, who when 
they fee that an obje&ion may be ftarted, are at 
pains to obviate it: but they go ftraight forward, 
and deliver the moft revolting principles, and re- 
cord the moft extraordinary anions and events 
without comment or apology, and leave their books 
to the free examination of mankind. 

The writings of the New Teftament are like the 
works of creation and providence : they carry their 
evidence along with them; but they furnilh mat- 
ter for abundance of objections. — What is the ufe 
of the vaft fandy deferts of Arabia, and Lybia? 
What good end can be anfwered by the peftilential 
winds which blow certain death over them to the 
unwary traveller? What benefit did devouring 
earthquakes ever convey to the human race? What 
wifdom or gondnefs can you point out in any of 
thefe? Though I fliould be utterly at a lofs for an 
anfwer, you are yourfelves convinced, there is fuf- 
ficient evidence that the univerfe was created by 
a Being infinitely wife, and infinitely good. In 
the government of the world, how many events 
occur concerning which Diagoras would fay, 
•*• If there were a righteous governor who fuperifc- 
tends all the affairs of men, would he ever allow 
fuch arts of horrid wickednefs, as (hamelefs falfe- 
hood, and robbery, and perjury at the very altar 
of Deity to take place, or to pafs unnoticed and 
unrevenged ?" But you juftly conceive, notwith- 
ftanding thefe objections and difficulties, that 
" verily there is a God who judgeth on the earth." 

Let the fame rule be obferved refpeding the 



gofpel r and the ehriftian alks no* more. There 
Bprc difficulties, you fay, in fomc parts of the fyf-> 
tern, which you cannot folve; and they feem to be 
contrary to the wifdom, redtitude, and goodnefs of 
the Deity. Were this really the cafe, you per- 
ceive that, in arguing from analogy, ir is no propf 
that the ehriftian religion is not from God. Not- 
withftainding the difficulties in creation and pro- 
vidence, evidence compels us to acknowledge God 
as the creator and governor of the world. In 
like manner if the gofpel have evidence for its 
fupport equal to the former acknowledged works 
of God, the difficulties which occur, by no means 
(hake its credit. But the objections againft it are 
far from being fo ftrong, and fo difficult to be 
folved; and much more fatisfadory anfwers may 
be given, than to thefe againft creation and pro* 
vidence.; while the evidence which muft from the 
nature of the fubjedl be of a widely different kind, 
is fo diverfified, compreheniive, and full, that no 
humble inquirer will have reafon to fay: "God 
has required me to believe, without giving fu An- 
cient proof, that the gofpel is a revelation from 
heaven.**. 



i i • 
CHAPTER IX. 

THE SENTIMENTS AND CONDUCT OF THE DEISTS 

BRIEFLY CONSIDERED. 

Hitherto the Deifthas been theafiailant; and has 
taken up his ftation within the limits of the king- 
dom of Jefos (Thrift. He has demanded a fight of 
the Redeemer's title to the extenfive dominion! 
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which* he calls his own, and to the fubje&ion of 
the millions over whom he reigns: and it has been 
fhewn him without hefitation. He has brought 
forward his obje&ion: and anfwers have been 
given. The chriftian will now advance into the 
territories of deifm, and make the attack in his 
turn, not however with carnal weapons, but with 
thofe fpiritual arms which have been in every age 
v mighty through God to the pulling down of 
ftrong holds, cafting down imaginations, and every 
high thing that exaltetfi itfelf againft the know- 
ledge of God, and bringing • into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Chrift." 2 Cor. x. 
He willies the Deift to gird on his armour, and 
defend himfelf like a man. Truth is the objeft 
for which the chriftian contends; truth which will 
dire&men how to ferve God, and to walk in the 
path to eternal felicity. If the Deift t>e adtihg with 
confiftency, he prefers his own fyftem, becaufe it 
■pofleffes greater advantages in bdth thefe refpeds; 
and teaches more clearly and fully the way to 
pleafe God, and to be happy. But if, while he 
rejects and oppofes chriftianity; he is contented 
with a religion which leaves him entirely in the ' 
dark refpe&ing the mod important concerns of 
man, his condud will not endure the fcrutiny of 
penetrating and impartial reafon. — But let the 
matter be fubjeded to a fair trial. . 

SECTION I. 



Dtifts do not examine Chriftianity with the Spirit of 
Men who are fear cbing after truth. 

When men are difputing about trifles, levity may 
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J>e pardonable: but when the fubjed of difcuffion 
is of infinite importance, a grave and ferious 
frame of mind is highly becoming, and abfolutely 
neceflary. The i^ant .of it is a hideous blemifh. 
No fubjeds were ever brought before the tribunal 
of the human mind, half fo important as thofe of the 
New Teftament : viz. the nature of God, hh go- 
vernment, our duty to him, and the eternal date 
of man in happinefs, or r in mifery. Thefe are 
things fo vaft and fo weighty, that we may juftly 
fay, the man is not in earneft in his inquiries, who 
treats them with levity. 

But is not this -the way, in which chriftianity 
has been almoft always treated by Deifts? How few 
exceptions can be named! In (lead of that honeftv 
"of difpofition which examines with candour, which 
Weighs evidence with impartiality, and which ap- 
preciates with fairnefs the difcoveries which the 
gofpel.has ipade, and its numerous additions to the 
limit* qi human knowledge on religious fubjeds A 
how is it that we feldom fJifcover aught buta mind 
full of levity or fpleen? They hold up chriftianity 
to ridicule, and, treat it with contempt. They aim 
at difplaying ill-natured wit; and bitter farcafms 
* iffup frpm their heart* pa ^very occafion. They 
carp at every trifle, at which it is poflible to take ex- 
ception: they try to find fault with etery thing: 
falfe allegations are frequently made: in all their 
difcufiions, there" is in evident: hatred of the gof- 
pel, which they cannot reprefs: the purity of its 
f reaps feems to give peculiar offence. 

Thc*e is another thing which dill more ftrongly 
iodines me to think that Deifts are not in earneft. 
They are not at pain* to inftrud: their Votaries in 
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the religious and moral principles of their fyftenu 
They difcovcr zeal enough to draw men away froiii 
the gofpel : but they can confider this as nothing 
more than the rooting out of falfe principles from 
the heart. The main objedt yet remains, namely* 
the implanting of good ones. But what ardour does 
the Deift difcovcr here? What convert can bear 
witnefs to your ferious afliduity in inftrufting him 
in the articles of natural religion ? Which of your 
difciples can fay, that you have repeatedly and 
affectionately exhorted him to a more pious, bene* 
volent, and virtuous life than he led before? Men 
who negleft thefe things, whatever they may pre- 
tend, are not in earned in zeal for their fyftem, and 
in their fearch for true religion.. 

When I obferve this to be the common fpirit of 
the adverfaries of the gofpel, I ceafe to wonder at 
their rejedfcion of it. Whatever you niay fay to 
the contrary, you are hot in queft of truth. You 
appear to be afraid of it, and to diflike it; and tb 
have a wi(h to be, free from its reftraints. Your 
minds are in fuch a frame, that it is fcarcely pos*. 
iible you will ever be able to arrive at truth. 
Chriftianity, from your reje&iom fuffers no ftain? 
it rather acquires an additional Evidence of its 
^divine origin. 

SECTION. II. . 



Deift s do not feem, even with refpeH to their own Sys- 
tem of Religion , to be in earntft> iithet as to the 
PraBice or Propagation of it. 

In twery country, the ta*fr of the people profeffes 



that religion which is eftabliflied, whatever it may 
be. Where chriftianity is eftabliflied, they call 
themselves cbrifttans. But we are not to conclude 
from hence, that they believe its principles, or 
. ftudy to regulate their lives by its precepts. They 
.fire no more chriftianson that account; than they 
are Pbikfopbtrs, bccaufe philofophy is cultivated 
and under flood by. a great number of perfons in 
the country where they dwell,. The argument for 
or agaihft chriftianity from the lives of its pro- 
fcflbrs, is not to be xaken from fuch people, but 
from thofe who declare themfelves to be chriftians 
from convidtion* and who endeavour to aft Record- 
ing to its dictates. While this reafonable ^equeft 
is made for chriftianity, Deifts have a right \x> be 
treated in the fame manners and thofe only to be 
confidered as Dei ft s, who profefs to be fo from cori- 
vi&ion. But with thU limitation, are not Deifts 
chargeable with negleftihg both the pradicc sthd 
(he propagation of their religion? * ' 

There ha^ve been t)eifts in France, and in Eng- 
land, for near a century and a half; and full time 
jhas been giyen for the difplay of its influence ii\ 
the lives of its votaries. Natural religion enjoins 
the exercife of virtue ;' and it calls its difciples to 
pray to, and to praife the Deity both in private and 
*n public. Chriftianity commands the fame things* 
but in a far wider extent, arv3 with additional con- 
fidepations and inftrudipns, Thofe who make 
any credible pretejifipns to a, belief of the gofpel 
have their individual and «dojpeftic devotions; and 
their affemblies for public worfhip. Whethe? 
Deifts worlhip God in fecret, and with their fa- 
milies^ muft be left tathedecifion of their confei- 
ence, . But concerning their publit worfhip, wq 
•U *We.<;<* fprnxs mare accurate judgment yxith 
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T ©nfc folitary exception of very fliort duration*, it is 
nox known that there has been a worflnpping fociety 
of Deifts in England; the ! moft learned and zealous 
advocates of the fyftem, as to any outward acknow- 
ledgement of the Deity, have lived as atbeifts in 
the ftorldf. What is called natural religion, af- 
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* About twenty years ago % a feather of cbrift vanity 
who embraced deifm, fit up the wcrjhtp of God in a 

- chapel in London, and officiated as the pried of nature. 
But the Deifts Joon grew tried of worjbipping God j 
and long before a luftrum bad revolved \ the chapel was 

fhutup. 

t The old Englijb Deifts, with the exception of Lord 
Herbert of Cher bury and a few others, aHed infucb 
a manner ; that if cbriftians bad perfued the fame line 
' ef -conduit in refpelf to Deifm, as they ditf in tefpeff to 
,cbriftianity H 1 would fay^ " they were mean, canting, 
'hypocritical men.'* Tthey wanted bonefty J Jnftead if 
frof effing r their real J T ent indent **,' thef called tbemf elves 
cbfiftians, while they did every thing in tbfir power 
to dijeredit the gofpel. If their, principles expofed them 
to fufferings, why. did they not manfully endure them? 
c Cbrtjtian^ have always done fo. Befidef, they pood forth 
1 in maty inftqnees ay the (idyocales of immorality arid 
~~yice, and laughed At *very J ibing Jeriotus and devout, 
^bat portion of the. French Deifts tobq (all ihemf elves 
Tbeopbilantbropifts appears a very f up frier ciafs of men 
: to both the old French and Englijb Deifts. Tbcy frank- 
ly avow their principles:, ".we qre^ fay ibey, the vota- 
ries of natural religion" "they compofe liturgies: they 
' meet for puilic worfbip: they offer praife and prayers: 
they hat)c difcourjes ?n the nqture of God^ and tbe duties 
of man. (Tbe praife here given to the Theopbilantbropifts 
* has longfince ceafedto be due. ? be duration of their wor- 
Jbip was nearly as Ihort lived 'as tbjdt eftbt J&gli/b' lu+ 
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fords many noble topics of pious convcrfation. 
Can thofe who have aflbciated with Dei ft s, or can 
Deifts themfelves teftify, that it is their pradice to 
fpeak of the Deity with devout veneration, and to 
recommend to others his worfhip, and the practice 
©f every virtue? — Is it the want of virtue in the 
worlds and the inefficaCyofchriftianity to produce it, 
that they aflign as reafons for preferring natural re- 
ligion? Do not their writings difcover that this is 
not the cafes and that on the contrary, its precepts 
are too ftridl, and the licence it gives to indulgence 
of appetites and paflions too fmall ? If thefe things 
be conlideredj is there not great reafon to fear, that 
many perfons quit chriftianity, and take refuge in 
deifm, that they may be freed from the reftraints 
of the gofpel, and have the pleafure to fin by a 
fyftem*? . j \ . 
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fideh.y ADeift wba isfteking in earnefi how topleafe 
God, and etyoy bis favour, is on the road to chrifiianity : 
f: every one vbbo hath bear diatid learned of the Father 
(ometb unto Cbrift;\ and will, thankfully take refuge 
under jbejbadow of the gofpel. 

* Shis representation is mournfully confirmed by the 
zeal dif covered not many years ago by fome infidels in 
frattce, to blot out a future fiate of exiftenc'e frm the 
mind. " That death if an eternal Jleep," was a fa- 
vourite maxims and it was publicly affixed on the gates 
of fome of the rtpcftt cries of ihe dead. IV bat the motive 
of thefe men was forhrcjibttng the fcripture, is but too 
evident : 'they dtfltked the purity and the punijhments of 
the gofpef. Is it barfb\ to fay, that the reafon why 
fucb perfons wifbed to die 1 like a dog, was becaufe they 
wi/bed to livc*V|t* a dog? 
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. Nor has more attention been paid by Deifts tfr 
the propagation of their religion. When a. man 
holds principles which he thinks will greatly con- 
duce to the honour of God, and the happinefs of 
mankind, it is his duty to diffiife them to the ut? 
mod of his power. Whether he be chriftian* ma- 
hometan, drift, or heathen, the obligation is the 
fame. Tfeerc have been Deifts in chriftendom for 
a long time paft. Some of them were, men of 
learning, of influence > and of authority- That they 
have fliewh a zeal to convert fome chriftian$, ret 
their way, is true : but if it ftop here, whatjudg-* 
meqt (hall we form of its purity? Christians are 
taught ta adore and worfhip God, and to pra&ife 
every virtue. — By fuch convcrfions, little is gain- 
ed to the caufe of real good nefs : not .a new motive 
is added to amend their character. Whether 
Deift s ar c at pains by means of elementary bocks to 
inftfiilt their families in the principles of Natural 
religion, and to prefs the <obfervance of its pre- 
cepts by the motives it luggefts* jnuft b$ left to 
their own mind? to determine. 

But there are two ways in which true zeal would 
naturally difplay itfelf, in v neither of wh^ch,; how-, 
ever, do,es it appear. In France and England, 
there js a great number of vicious % im&oral perfons, 
who, a<2 contrary toreafon, and difcover by their 
habitual .behaviour an utter contempt of the Su- 
preme Being. Who ever heard of Deift* yfing 
their endeavours to bring jhefe, finpers to re- 
pentance, and reclaim them from their vicious 
courfes?' There i s another clafs o(n>^h who, have 
long been calling for the benevolent aid of the 
Deift's zeal. A confiderable portion of the jglobe 
is filled with heathen idolater's, whofe religion they 
muft confider as diltonowatolc to the Deity, and 
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3ebafing tJS themfelvcs. Deifm they regard as the 
beft religion, the moft pleafing to God, and the 
molt fafe and happy for man. But who ever heard 
of a mijfton of Deifis to teach the blinded votaries 
of pagan idolatry, the knowledge of the true God, 
the creator and governor of the world ? It does 
hot appear from their writings, that fuch a thought 
ever entered a Deift's mind. So general a want of 
zeal in thefe refpe<£ts is very remarkable. Does it 
not lead to a fufpicion, that there is fomething 
amifs in the fyftem, or in the men who hold it; 
that either it does not communicate a fpirit of love, 
or that they do not feel it; or that both may be 
combined as acaufe? 



SECTION III. 



Horn little the Enemies of Cbriftianity hove been able 

to Jay againft it, merits Notice* 

Since the day that Jefus Chrift began to preach, 
the gofpel h^s been violently oppofed: and the 
bppofers have fought to juftify themfdves in their 
reje&ioh of it. The Jews did every thing that men 
could, to difcoVer its falfehood ; for their all de- 
pended on the difcovery. But what did they pro- 
duce which merits notice? — Nor were the heathens 
lefs zealous oh the fame fide. Rplers, prieftsi and 
philofophers had each their peculiar caufe of 
quarrel with the gofpel: and when the interefts 
of a body of men are at (lake, even in the rudeli 
age, talents have never been wanting w fupport 
their caiiife. .But were they mote fuccefsful than 
the Jews? If the writings of fohie be loft, the fub* 
fiance of others remains : but they exhibit nothing 
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formidable or fuhverfivc of its truth* . Fraip tire 
earlieft adverfaries we may expedl the flxongeft 
arguments again ft it, as their means of refutation 
were mpre eafy. But inftead of taking the fame 
ground with adverfaries of the laft century, Celfus, 
one of the firft writers againftchriftianity* allows 
that Chrift and his apoftles did really perform the 
miracles to which they laid claim. A few ages 
afterwards, when the Jews compofed their Talmuds, 
would they not put into them whatever could 
fortify their nation againft the gofpel: but what 
do they contain that can confute it? . It- is not 
without triumph, that the chriftian muft view the 
feeble darts both of the ancient Jews and heathens. 
In modern times the adverfaries of chriftianity* 
have aflumed a bolder attitude. Their elder bre- 
thren who lived near the chriftian aera, had as per- 
fect a hatred of the gofpel : fome of them were 
high in rank and office: and the civil authority 

* Voinev, a French infidel wnter, denies that there 
ever was such a person as Jesus Christ. Tbofe who un~ 
der stand the nature of moral evidence, and the very full 
measure of it for the existent* of Christ] must acknow- 
ledge, that amen gait the bold and dartng things that were 
ever spoken by apy of the sons of men, Volney's sentU 
went for groundlessness pad presumption, stands atone. 
If be does not mean to sport with bis Brethren, and try 
how far their credulity will go,, tut is really in earnest 
in bis assertion, 1 shall he supported by every reader of 
a sober wind in averring, that Bedlam is a habitation for 
people, who have a hundred times more rei&on: andtbit 
bis mania is both so peculiar and so inveterate, that to 
place has yet been ere&edfit for the abode of an unhap- 
py man, who to such a total derangement, Adds a wfate 
chaos of absurdity. \^' r , 
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tftath which they were veiled, enabled them the 
better to difcover the truth; but after all, they 
were obliged to acknowledge the reality of the 
miracles of the New Teftament. Of late, their 
fuccefTors deny them, with a high, tone of as-^ 
Airance. Some have profeffed to demonstrate that 
lnifacles ate impoflible: ofhers have attempted to 
cxpofe th^. futility or falfehood of particular pas-, 
fages : Multitudes have fearched for contradictions, 
objcftions, and difficulties, iri the fcriptures: and 
they have plentifully beftfewed their compositions' 
with ridictileand farcafm. Some ofthefe adverfarieg 
are men of talents and learning; while others; 
poflefs neither, arid have nothing td recommend 
them, but a hatred of the gofpel.' But what have all 
thefe men been able to fay againft it? The chris- 
tian whb has read extenfively on the* fubjedt, will 
be gratified to find how eafily and fatisfa&orily their 
obje&ions have been anfwered ; how. wide of the 
mark theif bitter arrowy have flown ; how little they 
have been abld to invalidate the grand evidences 
for ehriftianity ; and hdw entire and firm the build- 
ing remains, ztitt all thei* efforts to overthrow it. 
Nor indeed are the objections fb ritfmerous, as one! 
ignorant of thCcontfqverfy might fuppofe, for al- 
though the writings of Deifts be greatly multi- 
plied, we find ofteri little elfe but the objections 
made by former authors, again ptefentcd to vie^.' 
Perfons who would attack the works of creation 
arid providence, teould be able to fay more againft 
them, and in a' more forcible way, than has been 
faid againft divine revelation. 
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SECTION IV. 



ftm a Spirit of Qppefitton to thi Go/pel, and in order 
trdeftroy its Credibility, Deifts run into the grojfe/l 
Jbfurditirs. 

Wh&» men, in order to oppofe fuccefsfully a fyftem 
which they diflike, run into the grofleft absurdi- 
ties; and believe any thing however improbable 
\yhich has a tendency to difcredit it, there is fomc 
reafon to conclude that the fyftem is true: at any 
jjate, there is the ftrongeft reafon to believe that 
they are wrong. How prominent is this feature in 
t)eifts, where chriftianity is concerned ! Many of 
them are men of much erudition, of good fenfe* 
and of found judgment: but there is a certain 
fatuity quoad hoc, which every reader of the contra- 
verfy muft have obferved. The religion of thp 
ancient heathens of Greece and Rome was a he- 
terogeneous mafs of idolatry, fuperftition, impu- 
rity, and barbarity. But how highly do infidels 
extol it ! Gibbon who ranks among the Pontifices 
Maximi of infidelity, always fpeaks of it with ap- 
probation, and dignifies it with the title of 
4t the elegant mythology of the GneksS*— The Koran 
contains a profufion of ridiculous ceremonies and 
unmeaning obfervances, and various precepts con- 
trary to reafon and goodnefs: but the prophet of 
Mecca has won the good graces of unbelievers; 
and the mod civil things are faid of Mahomet and 
his religion. But why ? He was an enemy to the 
gcfpel of Chrift. — Modern paganifm likewife finds 
many panegy rifts among them. The religion of 
Hindoftan is well known to be a chaos of idolatry. 
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lewdnefs, and cruelty: and the Hindoos, by the 
reftimony of themoft competent judges, are among 
the moll difhoneft, lewd, falfe, and deceitful peo- 
pie on the face of the earth. But how highly hav* 
they been extolled by deiftical writers! If yougivi 
credit to the Abbe Raynal and his coadjutors, yon 
would fuppofe their religion theeffence of wifdora 
and purity, and its votaries the patterns of everf 
virtue. But on what account do they thus mifrc« 
prefent the truth? Chriffianity will fuffer by th$ 
comparifon ; and the religion of Brahma appear 
fiiperior to the religion of Jefus.— The chronology 
ef the fcriptures agrees with the moft authentic an* 
cient hiftories, with appearances in nature, with thfc 
invention of arts and fciences; and it is con- 
firmed by an accurate inveftagation of the record! 
of nations. But from a fpirit of pride* the Egyp- 
tians, the Chinefe, and the Hindoos invented a 
chronology reaching back hundreds of thoufand*^ 
nay millions of years. The reign of fomeof the mo^> 
narchs laded for many thousands. Peifts drink 
down the enchanted cup with avidity, and are in- 
toxicated with delight. But how is it, thatfenfible 
men can for a moment give credit to fuch palpable 
abfurdities ? Bccaufe the crtdibility of thzg'fpel will 
be hereby ruined, — When a chriftian performs emi* 
nent a&s of goodnefs* infidels infmuate that there 
is juft caufe to fufpect him of hypocrify. If a man 
of another creed do the fame things, though in ap 
inferior degree, he and his religion are exalted to 
the ikies : and to hint a fufpicion that he maybe a 
hypocrite, is an unpardonable crime.-.— Becaufe 
chriftianity has teachers of religion, all her mi- 
fiifters are bitterly inveighed againft as ignorant 
or artful priefts, deftitute of every good principle* 
f*et bad men who affume the office, be covered witk 
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*s\heavy^load of infamy as you plcafc. . But why 
this enmity againft the good, who not only teach 
but pra&ife virtue, arid who along, with chriflianity 
illuunufe atl the principles, and' enforce all the pre-* 
cepts of natural religion as efrterifively, and ear- 
neftly, and conftantly as ever a Deift did ? They 
are miriifters.of the gofpel, and that is crime 
enough : every thing connedted with it 13 an ob* 
ject of diflike. 

The Deift is entreated to confider the conduct of 
his fathers and brethren, with an unbiafled mind f 
It is painful to be compelled to bring fuch heavy 
charges againft a body of men: but can he con* 
tradi& them? Does it not appear, as if all means 
were thought lawful againft the christian religion; 
and that it muft be condemned per fas fcf nefos? 
But does it not likewife ihew, that little reliance 
is to be placed on men, who will employ fuch 
pmrethods to obtain their end; and that they fcem 
to feel a confeioufnefs, that their caufe is not fa 
good a$ they wQuld iyi(h {he world to believe? 

SECTION V f 

7be Syftem of the Deift s does not fupply thr Place oftbf 
Go/pel, ror make juitabtf and fujjfdent Provijion for 
the Happinefs of Man \ 

THEgofpel clearly conveys to us the knowledge of 
every thing that is neceflary to our duty and hap- 
pinefs. The nature of God, the manner of wor- 
flapping him, the way of exceptance with him> 
the various parts of duty, the confolations of hi* 
promifes, and a future ftate of reward and puniftw 
.fnem are fully and plainly revealed ? and all thi 
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fatisfadtion which it is reafonable for us to expe<5t, 
is given. Thefe the Deift reje&s. It is natural 
-then to conclude that he has fomething better to 
put in their place ; and that if he robs usof thefe 
by withdrawing our hearts from the gofpel, he can 
furnifti more fatisfadtory difcoveries of divine truth, 
and more ample confolations. But what is that 
•fyftem of religion which is to (land in the gofpel ? s 
room ? 

It may be juftly remarked, that the Deift's only 
care has too often been to eradicate the belief of 
the gofpel from the heart: and when that object 
lias been attained, no pains were taken to inftil 
other principles; but as if every thing had then 
been done, the perfon was left without any fixed 
principles to direct him. This conduct certainly 
merits the fevereft reprehenfion : and it may juftly 
be faid, that what influences fuch a zealot, is not 
the love of truth or human happinefs, but a hatred 
of chriftianity. But let us fuppofe a Deift dif- 
pofed to teach the whole of his fyftem, — what is 
there in it that can fupply the place of the gofpel? 
Whatafiurance can you give me, O Deift, that God 
will hold friendly intercourse with man? When 
I wilh to engage in worfliip, I feek " accefs 
through Chrift by one fpirit unto the Father." 
But how do you fay I am to worfliip God? What 
particular directions can you give me; and what as- 
surance that my worfliip (hall be favourably receiv- 
ed? The New Teftament informs me, that I may 
hope for reconciliation with God, whom I have 
offended, through the mediation of Jefus Chrift: 
but this do&rhie you reje<9r. How fhaH I then 
obtain the pardon of my fins, and be admitted into 
the friendship of God? Tell me, Deift, for the 
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fubjc<5l is of the teft importance to my peace df 
mind. " Repent and reform your life ; and God 
will forgive you, and be your friend." What dc~ 
pendence may I place on your affertions ? Befides, 
how often, and how long, and for what fins will 
repentance fuffice? I am confeious, that every dutjr 
which I perform, is attended with imperfe&ionss 
what affurance can you give me that it will be ac- 
cepted ? I feel much confolation from the profpedtf 
and hopes of that ftate of bleffednefs, which the 
gofpel has encouraged the difciples of Jefus to 
look for after death. You fay that the gofpel is 
an impofture; and you wilh to cut off all my ex- 
pectations. But what do you put in its place? 
You fpeak alfo of a future (late: but who ever fa\* 
it? No one, according' to. your fyftem, ever came 
down from heaven to reveal it: all refts on the 
reafoning of man. But can man by reafoning in* 
form me* what the happinefs is, how long it will 
endure, and whether it may not be loft? the gof* 
pel affords me reiignation and comfort amidft the 
bufferings of this prefent life, from the confider- 
ation " that all things work together for good to 
them that love God: and that our light afflidions 
work out for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory." All thefe I rauft reject, if I at- 
tend to you. But where are the confolations you 
can furnilh in their place? There are no decla- 
rations of God ; I muft reft in the affertions and 
reafonings of man : but will thefe fuffice? 

In all thefe things, Deift, you offer me nothing 
beyond conjecture or a low degree of probability. 
It may be: but it may not be. You can prefent no- 
.thing like certainty and affurance. And is this an 
adequate fupport? Is this fufficient to animate 
hope, and direct the life? Is it for this, that the 
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chriftian is to forfakc the gofpel, which is a u lamp 
to his feet, and a light to his paths?' 9 Shall he bid 
adieu to what he juftly accounts certainty, for a 
fyftem which even the Deifts cannot fay, rifes 
higher than feradventure? — Brief hints muft fuffice, 
where a more extended confideration is almoft ne- 
ceiTary to throw the full blaze of light on the fub- 
jed; a fubjedt which every one who rejefts Chris- 
tianity, is loudly called on for his own fatisfadion, 
to examine with the mod ferious attention* 



SECTION VI. 

There is good Reafon to conclude, that the Syftem of 
Natural Religion, which the Deifts profefs to bold* 
is derived from the New leftamtnt. 

fc A divine revelation is needlefs," fays the 
Deift: <c reafonwill teach men all neceflary truths:*' 
and in proof, he refers to the fyftem of natural re-* 
ligion which he has drawn up. But is there no 
ground to deny your aflertion, and to charge you 
with having ftolen your fyftem from the fcriptures ? 
What it contains, may in general be called the 
principles of natural religion: but the queftion is, 
f< where did the Deift learn them? Was it from 
reafon, or from Chrift ? That it was not from rea- 
Ion, the hiftory of mankind affords evidence 
tyhich it will not be eafy to refute. 

The ancient Philosophers of Greece and Rome, 
were men of the firft talents: they fpent their 
days in ftudy: they frequently directed their at- 
tention to the moft important fubjedts : and they 
wrote many books. But (hew me their fyftem of 
statural religion? Here and there a fine fentknent 
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is to be found, but furrounded by page's of £rols 
error: each diamond is hid under mountains of 
rubbifti; or (hall we rather fay, it fparkles from a 
dunghill. One of the firft modern Deifts in Eng- 
land attempted to compile a fyftem out of all thefe 
juft ideas. But had he placed by their fide, the 
heaps of rubbifh from which they were extra&ed* 
had he brought forward the fuperftition, theab- 
(urdity, and the idolatry with which they flood 
connected in the original authors, it would have 
appeared, that however beautiful a whole they 
might make in his hands, the detached fentiments 
were of no ufe in theirs. The general fyftem of the 
wifeft of them, and their pradiice too, was abje<$ 
fuperftition, and grofs idolatry. Nor have mo- 
dern heathens been more fuccelsful. Hindoftan is 
a country highly civilized: and its progrefs in ufe- 
ful arts is universally acknowledged. The Bra- 
mins are highly extolled for their learning, and for 
the recondite wifdom which is contained in their 
Jkaflers. China has been ftill more loudly cele- 
brated for its improvements in fcience, as well as in 
arts, and for the fuperior wifdom of its inftitu- 
tions : and it has had alfo its philofophers and its 
priefts. Thefe two countries have been fo long in 
a ftate of civilization, as to unite in themfelves the 
difcoveries both of antient and modern times. 
Surely then we. may look for the purcft fyftem of 
natural religion jjom them. But inftead of this, 
the grofleft idolatry reigns in both: the learned 
fupport it by their influence; and they as well as 
the ignorant are the flaves of the moft abjedt and 
degrading fuperftition. 

If fuch be the ftate of the ancient and modern 
nations, which have had reafon for their guide, 
bow comes it to pafs that European Deifts are fo 



touch fuperior to them ia the knowledge of natu* 
ral religion? Is it becaufe Deifts now are fuperior 
in talents? This you dare not aflert. Whence i$ 
it that reafon, which would not be wooed by them, 
U Co kind to you ? Aflign the cayfe. You will 
not. It is no other than this: you live where thp 
light of the gofpel (bines $ and from it you have 
derived your knowledge. of natural religion* — fC I 
4m under no obligation to the New Teftament. % 
Jiever read fo much of the book, as tp be able to 
form any fyltem from it/' This may he true; but 
recoiled^ that all the religious fentiments which 
float on the minds of thofe with whom you afib* 
crjate, and all the juft and good ideas on moraj 
iubje&s which you have received from your very 
childhoQd, all originate in the facred fcripturea. 
You are like a man in a cloudy day, who denies that 
the light which illuminates the path in which he 
Ivalks and every objedl around, proceeds from tha 
Jfun^ becaufe he does not fee his face* 

SECTION. Ylf. 



A Ciwparifon Between the moft entinent Deifts, and 
Cbrijiians % as to their Temper, and CanduSldn Life* 

'The beft and fairefl: trial of the goodncfs of prin-* 
triples is by their moral influence on difpofition and 
conduit. As the Deift conceives his religion t'a 
T>e fuperior to chriffianity, it' muft form better 
OTen, and produce lives of more eminent purity 
and goodnefs. I make no account of that licen- 
tious herd profeffing deifm, who give a full fwing 
^o cvexy appetite and every paffiou which ft»v£ 
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Indulgence; and fay their religion warrants ftidi 
gratifications: every infidel of character and ho* 
nour muft I am fure, difown them as his brethren.* 
What I have in view is, (will it not throw light on 
the coptrpycrfy?), tocomparethe lives of the mo(| 
noted Deift$ with thofe of the mod zealous cjiri^* 
Hans. 

In Peter and f*aul and John, difciples of Jefus, 
of whofe principles and condudt brief notices are 
given in the New Teftaroent, there is an unwearied 
ftudy to cultivate humility, meeknef§, compaflion^ 
ibrgivenefs of injuries, beneficence^ and the re- 
turning of good for evil. There is a cpnftant en* 
deavour to pleafe God, and to be devoted to him. 
There is a conftant endeavour to do good to men f 
to all without diftin&ion of country or religion, to 
inftruft them, %q make tliem holy, and to make them 
happy. For the attainment of thefe ends, they fub 7 
imit tx> the greateft hardfhips, and fufferings, andf to 
death. 

Bring forward into the field of comparifon th$ 
moft famous votaries of deifm. Celfus, and Por«* 
phyry; or men better known, Voltaire, Roufieau, 
Diderot, D'Alembert, Hume, and Gibbon. Dp 
they difplay fuch fahctity of character, "fuch purity 
of heart, fuch a veneration for the Supreme Being, 
fuch cjifinterefied ^nd afdeqt lovg tp men, aqd 
.fuch facrifices of their own fafety and comfort" for 
the happipefs of qthers? Two of thefe chiefs in 
the camp" of deifm, GibbQn and Roufleau, have 
written their Qwn memoir* : let them be compared 
with the lives of Peter ,and Jojin. Every chriftiah 
rriay triumph at the rffyjt ;. and every Deifl blufh. 
In the brilliant memoirs of the eloquent hiftorian. 
€/ the Decline and Fall of the toman kthpire, he miift 

be a quick-fighted r&der, who can perceive a no4 
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Me or dignified fentiment, or a difinterefted of 
benevolent principle of conduit from beginning to 
end. Sei//\& the idol to whom a conftant ado'ra'tioii 
is paid. How different from the tenor 'of this 
man's thoughts, aiffediohs, arid difpofoiorts, are 
thoft of Paul of Tarfus! " For hie," fa^ he, "to 
five is Chrift. No man liveth to^ himfelf: but 
yherher wc liyei we Jive to the Lord. Herein do 

}] exercife myfelf, to keep a confeience void of of- 
erice both towards God, and towards man. I 
tndure all things for the eledls fake.*; From the 
confeffions of Kouneau,,we find that his fife was po^ 
luted witli vice, and his heart defiled with the in- 
dulgence of evil paflions to Sh extreme degree. 
Wi^I his temper arid coridudt bear a companion 
ivith the appftle John, Who pradtifecf the do&rihe 
yhich he taught, arid whofe dotfririe is, " he that 
fiacetn his trother i? i murderer.'' €i God is 1 love^ 
and fie that dwelleth in love, dwelleth iri God, ancl 
God iri him.'* •'• Hereby we know that we are 
patted from death unto life, becaufc we love thd 
brethren/' 
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toe tnoft eminent DSifts and Cbtijtidhs compared; ai ti 
their Vhws and Hopes at the approach of death* 

Whether principles be good arid efficacious or not* 
will be beft discovered in the feafon of diftrefs: 
and the more bitter the drftrefs, the brighter will 
the difco'very be. iW bitternefs, no feafon can 
be compared to th^t, in which nian perceives the 
near approach of death*" He deferves* not the 
name of a Philofopher* he argues and feels not at 



a man of reafon wlio docs not confidcr /£*/ as dhe of 
the moft awful portions of human exigence, in 
Which the foul is about to pafs from a Hate of pro-* 
batiori, into a ftate of retribution'. None, theres 
fore, can be more proper to try men's principles^ 
and the influence which they produce. Let the 
I)eift take a view of his brethren in this folemn 
hour of trial, and the chriftian of his; and let the 
goodnefs of their principles be determined by the 
tefult. 

Deifts fpeak in the higheft terms of the ancient 
heathens; behold the laft hofcrs of one who is cc-« 
Iebrated by hiftorians for his eminent virtaes. Gef r * 
inanicus at the approach of death called togethei 
his friends; and fufpe&ing, though without evi- 
dence, th^t Pifo and Plancina had fhortened hte 
days by poifpn or witchcraft, he fpends his dying 
inoments in preffing them to take revenge, in di~ 
reflingthem how it may be accomplifhed; and iii 
binding them by an oath to do lt„ In addition he 
thus fpeaks'; * f Had I *didd by the decree of fate* 
I fhould have had juft caufe of refentment againft 
the Gods for hurrying me away from my parents, 
my wife, and my children, in the flower of my age, 
by an untimely death*/* At "no great diftance of 
time and place, Stepheivthe firft martyr for Jefus 
prefents us with the laft hour of a chriftian. While 
his unrelenting murderers were cruftiing his body 
with ftonea, he lifted up hiseyes.tb heaven, and 
having imploried his Saviour to receive his departs 
ing foul', he. clofed life with thefe. words on hi& 
lips, "/Lord lay not this fin to 'their charge." 
: But peAa ( ps more may be expedled from modern 

jDeifts. Hiftory Records .the example of one^ a 
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Witt of talents, it wit, i courtier, who it the &p+ 
proach of death looked round for the fupport of 
dcifm in that hour, but could find nonet and his 
tortured foul fought refuge irt the confolations of 
the gofpel. In bitter ngonies he warned others 
againft the fafcinating delufions of infidelity; and 
cried to Jefus the Saviour of finners for mercy. In 
this manner died the Earl of Rochefter. Favour 
me, Deifts, With an inftanctf of a chriftian at the 
fclofe of life crying out againft the gofpel as a fys- 
tern which had led him on to vice afrd mifery, and 
having recourfe to deifm for relief and confolation 
in that awful feafon. You cannot. " But did not 
others/' you fay, c< retain their principles to the 
Jaft?" They did: and let us examine their ten* 
dency, their ftrength, and their influence on the 
moft eminent unbelievers. Of Voltaire's death va- 
rious accounts have been given : His friends fay that 
he remained ftedfaft in his infidelity to the laft ; but 
they mention no grand fentiments or folemn truths, 
which his dying moments fuf niftved for the inftruc- 
tion of mankind. Some of the Roman Catholics as- 
tfert that he died in horrors of confeience: but it 
would be unfair to reft evidence on an uncertain* 
ly. The manner of Rouffeau's death accords with 
his former ideas, when he had reprefented the 
human race aflembled on the ruins of the world; 
and after narrating the hiftory of his life challenges 
«my one of them to fay, J am bentr than that man* 
Diderot fpeiu his laft hours in decyphering rid* 
dies/ Hume, according to the testimony of St 
-brother Deifl^expreffed no fearis of dying, wascheer- 
-ful, joked about croffing. Styx in GharonV boat, 
and confoled himfelf with 5 the consideration that 
his fame was high and riling, thafh£ could not 
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kxpt& td leave his brother's family in more com-i 
Portable circumftances, and that, by dying at the 
age of fixty-.five, he only cut off a few years of in-* 
firmities- Gibbon on the evening before hU 
death fought confolation amidft his affli&ions, m 
computing that. he. might ftill.live twenty years. 

I have brought forward the beft things which 
deifm can produce: but thefe tranquil deaths more 
deeply imprefs my mind, and furnifh more power-? 
ful evidence againft . deifm* than all the horrors 
which Voltaire is faid tp have endured. We l\ay$ 
here all the ftrength and confplatioffs of the infidel 
fyftem prefented to view. But what^are they? 
The levity of Diderot, and the pride of Roufleau, 
nil muft condemn as highly unbecoming. But 
what is there in the dying hours of.thofe calm phu 
Jofophical Deifts, Hume, and Gibbon, to. re- 
commend infidelity; or to (hake the credit of the 
gofpel? No one acquainted with human nature 
can fay, that there is any force in the consider- 
ations which they adduce,, to recpncile the, mind 
to death. They may amufe a man who is in health, 
and at his eafe; but they can give no rational fup- 
port in the near views of his deceafe. . Befides, fu- 
turity is as much out of light, with thefe men, as 
if death were an eternal fleep. 

But the dreadful blank in the departing Deift'f 
foul will appear (till more ftriking, if we place over 
againft it, the fentiments and deportment of a 
chriftian in the views of death. Pa^i of Tarfus, 
who had deeply inbibed the fpirit; ^f the gofpel t 
amidft bonds and imprifonfnentj, and in the prow 
fpe<Jtsofhis diflblution thus exp^efles the fenti- 
ments of his heart; " I defire to depart and to be 
with Chrift, which is far better/' 4 \^|th pleafing 
reflection* on the paft he cries, " I have fought 
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* good fight, I 1iave finiftied my courfe, I have 
kept the faith." Delighted with the profpedh of 
futurity, he exclaims with exultation; cc Hence- 
forth there is laid up for me a crown of righteous- 
fiefs, whitfh the LoW, the righteous Judge will 
give unto me; and not to me only, but to all them 
that love his appearing." 2 Tim. iv. Calm and 
Unmoved on the verge of both worlds, he thus ex- 
prdTes the language of a fled fart faith : " I know 
whom I have believed, and am perfuaded that he 
is able to keep that which I have committed to him, 
againft that day. 2. Tim. 1. 12." Millions of 
Chriftians have died with the fame fentiments, and 
with equal hope and joy: and inftances Hill occur 
from week to week. Let the man who quits the 
fbciety of chriftians for the camp of infidels, com- 
pare and judge. 

. There is a remarkable circumftance which ought 
Hot to pafs unnoticed, and of which theadverfaries 
of the gofpel are bound to give a fatisfa<5tory ac- 
count. I never heard of a modern Deift who was 
deftrcus to die, that he might enjoy the buffings of 
immortality. Can you produce an inftance? Bring 
it forth, for it is a ftranger upon earth. If you 
cannot; aflign the reafon. Many chriftians have 
longed ,c to be abfent from the body, and prefenc 
with theLord:V but why does the Deift never ex- 
prefs a defire to quit this life for the happinefs of 
futurity, nor utter the language of joy in the pro- 
fpe&of removing from a prefent ftate? Is the fault 
"in him > or in the fyftem, or in both? A great fault 
fomewhere there mufl certainly be. , 



This rapid glance of your fentiments has been 
taken with franknefs, but has not been carried be- 
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yond the bounds of truth and detency. The bit* 
ternefs, the ridicule, the buffoonery* the 'levity, 
the harlh names, which your writers have fo fre- 
quently ufed, would ill become a difciple of Jefu^ 
ivhofe aim is, in the fpirit of love, to conduit yo^ 
to truth and eternal happinefs. On a review of 
the chapter, can you really think, O Deifts, tha£ 
the chriftian would be warranted to give up his re- 
ligion for yours? What improvement would he 
xeceive as to knowledge, virtue, and felicity? Can 
you really urge him with earneftnefs to quit the 
campofjefus, and come over to you? Would it 
not be, as if an Egyptian of old had preffed aft 
Ifraelite to forfake the light of the land ofGofhea, 
:and to go and take up his abode am id ft the gloom 
-of that palpable darknefs which enveloped his 
countrymen. Befides, from the life and conver- 
sation of the mafs of your brethren, the mod emi- 
nent for talents and learning not excepted, is there 
-no ground for the chriftian to fear, that inftead of 
\wi(hing to bring perfons over from a worfe reli- 
gion to a better, your aim is rather to teach them 
"to throw off the reftraints of religion altogether, 
and to leave thofe who become your converts, to 
:the indulgence of every appetite and paffion with- 
out controul? From an examination ofyourfyftem 
and your manners, the chriftian muft be better 
pleafed with his own, and clearly perceive th^t the 
-engines you employ for its ruin do not (hake tHe 
•facred ftru&ure: and he muft be more fully con* 
vinced that they are miferable indeed, wha havc^ 
only the principles of jwr religion for their? Hip- 
port. 
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CHAPTER X. 

SOME MISCELLANEOUS CONSIDERATIONS, AND CON- 
- CLUSION. 

\ . . 

The various parts of the evidence for chriftianity, 
on which it was intended to infift, have, now bee/i 
brought forth to view. The principles which the 
gofpel contains; the confederations which its con- 
tents fuggeft; the teftilnony of the apoftles; the 
ftupendous. miracles ; the numerous predictions; 
and the wonderful fuccefs of the chriftian religion, 
have opened their treafures, and placed their golden 
chain of arguments before our eyes. The object 
tions of Deifts have been weighed in the balance 
of the fanduary; and the. numerous and efiTential 
defers of their fyftem pointed out; The reader 
who has attentively confidered thefe things, and 
balanced them impartially in his mind, muft at 
lead allow, that there never was a /^religion 
which could adduce fo many things in its behalf as 
the gofpel of Chrift. But can he fay, that there 
ever was a true religion, which could boaft of more 
abundant proofs of its divine authority? Let him 
!try what he can bring forward in defence of deifnr; 
and fee if it will admit of as ample proof. — Be- 
fides the regular chain of evidence, there are de- 
tached considerations, which, in addition to the for- 
mer, have no fmall degree of force. Were there 
"room, many of thefe might be prefented to view: 
a fpecimen only (hall be given, by which a judg- 
ment maybe formed of the reft. 
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SECTION?. 

The Harmony of the different Parts of the Evidence for 

Cbriftianity. 

A jBHief lketch has bee» given of the principal ai> 
guments in favour of *he chrifti?.n religion: *nd 
mc h»ye travelled together -over in extenfive and 
iwidejy diveriified field, One thing muft havje 
been apparent to aU ? that the arguments are many 
jm number ^ ,the fources from which they are dep- 
rived, various ; and of verydifferent kinds, and froim 
different quarters. But what is truly remarkable, 
♦while jtU bear upon the fame point, all do harmo- 
jiioufly tend to throw light on each other, and to 
.give each other additional weight: there is not a 
♦fingle exception. The doctrines of chfiftianity arp 
very numerous, #nd many of them. of a very remarfc. 
able kind ; fuch indeed as were never heard of, nor 
known before. But among all thefedodtrines, thieve 
is the moft perfedt harmony. The gofpel contains 
like wife die moft extenfive fyftem of moral precepts 
that was ever given. Sprjie of thefe top were new, 
and had no place in the pages of heathen moralifts : 
but they perfectly accord one with another : there 
is not the fligheft jarring ampjig them. * The doc- 
trines and precepts likewife entirely harmonizt. 
The latter rife out of the former in the moft naU 
jtural pianftejr, as the branches from the flock : and 
all together form one heaqtifuj and fruitful tree, 
under the fhadow of which we repofe in fafety, and 
with pleafure. In the external evidence we dif- 
xover the fame properties. There is a pleating 
harmony among the miracles ; one does not op- 



pofe another. The fame harmony we perceive in 
the prophecies : there i* no contradiction; but one 
concordant whole^'formiriga Well-fliaped body with 
all its members, Befides- this, all the external 
dvidehcea *ft id p$rfe<ft harmony with each others 
when we examine them pri? l?y tfne, in their^ re- 
lation to each other, we fee that they. all agree and; 
fJlHrehgtheri eacli other: In- addition to tHcfffe; 
tWre is; alfo a harlfitttfybcitweeri the- external arid* 
inter ndWgumehtfs Which rttiitdally ttrebgtHen- brief* 
another : eacK 'would be ihctfrriplete of. i tfelf s « but? 
together, they form orte hatmbriious Whole: they* 
#e like the links of a chain, which rticlofed' ftf 
each other, communicate tfreirrtretigtli to 1 the* 
whoj'e, and aft' as-onepoWfer^ with* uriited erie'rgV, 
; If cKriftianity wereTriot tfdrfr God; cbtild this* 
jiofliblybethecafe? Should 1 vrp riot' find one arl- 
gument pppoiing. ariotfher; one foiirte' of evidence 
^ounteraifUng smother/aftd forffe J uttfetfy unfcbn-- 
xleded. With the reft, dr - deftroying" their fortt^. 
But here is an- haritibnidus Whole', rbmpoTeti* 6t 
^cry various parts*; and the' dllferfe r nt i cqlotirs- reii* 4 
d[er the piece more beaUtlfl*! arid irittfreftt rig; 0¥ 
fliall we compare it to a complicated itiarhine, the 
^umerou&pacts of which have' a dependence 1 6n ; 
each other, Biit wliere all' fh'e'pkrts" agree, and' an-^ 
fwer the end defigned, and perform the fcrvite^ 
which the maker intended 4 and 1 pr6tfifedV\ This 
merits the elpfeft attention of thbf< wfto l reie6^ , th<£ 
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.fi wy A/a* d/ ir gwtf Difpofiticn muft wifb the Gofttt 

" ' to be tiuc. ' ' 

__ ••'''. • « • * 

Tell me, Deift, do you wilh chriftianity to be the 
true religion? Let your anfwer ' be fincere. It* 
principles fo noble and divine j its precepts fo 
pure; the happinefs it propofes, fo exalted, fo 
lull; and fo lafting; its powerful and univerfal ten- 
dency to purify human nature from every thing 
mean and vile, and to render it dignified, holy and 
feleffed; its affedlionate care to confole'amidft the 
fprrows of life, and to adrainifter fupport in death 5 
and the delightful profpe&s it affords of a future 
and never-ending ftgte of felicity; thefe are 
all fo perfedly excellent, and fo defirable, that 
every man of a good heart mud wifli the gofpel to' 
be true Nothing but want of evidence can with- 
hold him from embracing it. In fuch a cafe the 
fincere and humble inquirer would quit it with the 
moft poignant fbrrow; and account it an irrepara- 
ble lofs, that fo admirable a fyftem was deftitute 
of evidence. It would be the bittereft day of his 
life. 

But the man who, after examining its nature 
and evidence rejedls it with indifference or con- 
tempt, difcovers a dreadful want of moral fenti- 
ment and feeling: his wifhes are not in favour of 
the gofpel. The heart mult be fhockingly de- 
praved, which can be indifferent, where duty and f' 
happinefs comes fo clofe to the foul. But he who 
pronounces the book an impofture, and throws it 
away with exultation and joy, gives too much reafon { 
to fear, that he is confeious of fentiments and prac-» 
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ticcs \vhich the gofpel condemns; and he di foo- 
ters difpofitrons to which a name adequate to their 
nature fliall not, and perhaps cannot be given. 
He is like a perfon who with rapture bids a final 
adieu to the cheering beams of the fun, that he 
Hiay fhut himfelf up in eternal darknefs. 

« 

\ SECTION III. 

The Temper required by the New Teftament in tbofe who 
examine the Evidences of Cbriftianity. 

While the pagan religion will not bear examina- 
tion for a moment; while the Koran is afraid of it 
and difcou rages it, chriftianity demands and urges 
examination as the only path which leads to ge- 
nuine faith. The fairnefs it difplays, and the 
counfels it delivers on this point, are no inconfi- 
dcrableprefumptive arguments in its favour. * 
♦ Do you wifli to examine the claims of the gofpel? 
Jefus forbids ypu to live in the praflice of vice, and 
affigns the love of fin as one caufe of man's reject- 
ing his religion. He tells you that the indulgence 
of fenfual pleafu% e is hoftile to the foul, and renders 
it aveirfe to the reception of the truth. He con- 
demns avarice as degrading to the mind, and pro- 
ducing a temper oppofite and inimical to the gof- 
pel. \He warns you againft pride and ambition^ as 
deftru&ive to the love of pure religion. He cau- 
tions againft prejudice^ as an inveterate enemy to 
the difcovery of truth ; and againft precipitation of 
judgment \ as leaving the mind unfurnifhed with evi- 
dence, and unqualified for determination. 
. flow much thefe corrupt the heart, and blind 
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theunderftanding, is well known to every eb> 
fcrver of human nature: they nauft eonfeqiientjp 
unfit the mind for a fair inveftiga&ion of tfruth* If 
the gofpel condemns them, and dc-fires* ifayaittt 
enjoins rhc perfon who comes to examine if* 
claims, to throw them. afide,. does it not (hew thafc 
it wiflies to take no one by furprife, and to have 
no convert from wrong motives, or a defective in- 
* yeftigation; and that it is neither afhamed nor a- 
fraid of being put to the feverefl tell, by fuch as 
are beft qualified to judge of its claims? 

The foul being freed from thefe impedifllertftf]; 
you are required to come to the interefting talk 
trirh fuch difpofitions as have the moffc powerful 
tendency to enable you to judge aright. Thegof^ 
pel of Jefus faysto you, cr? examine the New Tes- 
tament with aferious frame of mind* Thelubje^ 
is infinitely important: and your happitfefoth rough 
kll eternity depends on the refult. Le* levity ba 
banifhed from the foul: it renders you umneefc fb* 
the arduous office. Bring* with you an orient defire 
to know the truth: let your mind be opetf tb tftfnl- 
vidtion. Embrace the truth, wherever it is* found, 
and whatever the* c&nfequences niay b&i and 
wherever it may lead you, follow iron froifr ftep to 
ftcp, till you attainthewhole, and reach the boun~ 
dary . hettmpartialhj guideyou in all your researches* 
Come clothed with humility;* c for God feiifteth 
the proud, but giveth grace* to the htfmble.' Let- 
diffidence in* your own judgment' lead - to rfcffc&ted 
examination; Bring a pure^ heart: feek : t(Pha*tedf 
cleanfed from every finfblpaflipn'; for paffloif-Mindj 
the eyes, and flops 1 theears oPtHe fottl, fo thartitrth 
can neither be feen nor heard. A3 accoitUttg: ta 
the" conviftibns-ofcibnfbtence:- whatfcve* fteasfe * 
duty, do ; whatever is qvjl i; ft|Un* Let your heart and 
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life be under the regulation of what appears to be 
the divine will ; and daily ciiiUtvate the love of God 
and man. This is the path which conducts to the 
poJTeflipp of tnjth. € If any man will do, his will, 
T»e fliatl know trf the do&rine, whether it be ot 
God, or whether I fpeak of my&lfA John \rii. 17. 
And as every good and perfed: gift conteth down 
4rom ihe Father of Lights, prcfent *he moft fcr- 
*venf fupplications to him, thart he would iafpire 
your mind with divine wifdom, and prefervc you 
from the hateful influence of error, and enable 
you to difcover the truth, and incline your heart to 
embrace it with the moft devout affe&ion. 

Such are the counfek which Jefus gives, fuch 
the injunctions he lays upon you* But is this the 
-method he would recommend., if his defign wece 
*o deceive? Thefeare not the words of a deceiver: 
on the contrary, is there x&i a confeioufnefs that 
he is leading you in the path to divine truth ? 
With the ideas of moral order which have beea 
fuggefted, is it poflibk for us to form a different 
judgment? This confidjwation muft have much 
weight on every ingenuous mind.: But it will 
have the beft, the. intended effedfc, if it lead 
you to examine the gofpel with the temper he re- 
quires; as the . confequence will be the profeflion 
of one of the firft difciples ; fc Lord to whom ihali 
<w« come but to theef Thou haft the words of eter- 
nal life." 
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the truth of the Chriftian Religion believed by thofe 
who have /pent all their Days in Jludying the New 
Teftament. 

There is not a book in the world which has un- ti 

dcrgone fo ftricft a fcrutiny as the New Teftament. 
It has been examined by its enemies; and it has 
been examined by its friends. Ten thoufands of 
the teachers of chriftianity have fpent a long fuo 
ceflion of laborious years in fearching into its con- 
tents: and they have written in its defence. They 
have difplayed their belief of its truth by a life 
formed on its precepts, and animated by its prin- 
ciples: and they have died with a lively faith of its 
promifes, rejoicing in its confolations; and ex- 
preffing a cheerful hope of the bleffednefs which 
it engages to beftow in a future ftate. 

This fad is recommended to the cbnfideration 
of Deifts. Will they fay, iK Theife men were paid 
for their faith : by that craft they had their living: 
there is. little credit due to their teftimony?" 
That there have been too many profeffing to be 
teachers of chriftianity, who entered on the office 
folely for the loaves and the fifties, and who a&ed 
as mere men of the world, and fometimes as men 
of vice, muft be acknowledged: and where a lure 
has been held out to ambition and avarice, this is 
not to be wondered at. To their teftimony not a 
grain of credit is due: let them beheld in that 
contempt which their profanenefs merits. But at 
the fame time it will be granted, by all whom 
incurable prejudice has not blinded, that great 
numbers of the minifters of the gofpel have been 
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among the moft refp^able chara^crs in focietj^ 
In the whole tenor of their conduct, they hav* exi 
feibited integrity, fari&ity and goodnefs; drid they 
have fpent their time and employed their* talents 
ill- doing gobi to theii* fellow creatures, and drf- 
fufing virtue and happinefs around them. 7 All the 
temporal remuneration which many of them had, 
fras a feanty pittance, (earcely fufficient to procure 
a humble fubfiftence fronV day to day. Can it be 
laid that thefe men had very powerful temptations 
to deceive the world? With fuch discouraging 
profpe&s they entered on their office, and they con- 
tinued in it till their dying 1 hour: and when they 
gave up the ghoft, they expreffed the fulleft ap- 
probation of their employment, and recommended 
the gofpel to rheir family and friends, as the beft 
inheritance. It^muft be allowed that none under- 
flood chriftianity better thar* they*, and in their 
intercourfe with mankind, they gave as ftrong 
proofs that they were upright and confcienjtious 
men, as were ever given by any of the Tons of 
Adam. Had they been cotifcioos that the gofpel 
was not true, fome* of thenV would have come fori 
ward and avowed the impofture, and warned niert 
fcgainft it. Or if they were aftiarned or afraid tQ 
do that, and to feliriquifh their office, death is the 
hour ot honefty : and as they were foon to quit the 
World, and to be hidden in the grave; and none 
Could upbraid r them for their confeffion, would not 
fome of the beft of them have then difclofed the 
impofture? But fo far is this from having been the 
cafe, that the more pious they were, the more firni 
was their belief of the divinity of the chriftian re- 
ligion; and the more lively, in the hour of death^ 
([heir hope of its eternal joys. This' has been uni- 
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(brmly the refult, not at one time, and at one plac$ 
pnly, but in every country, and in every age, and 
among every fed: of chriftians without diftind/ion. 
Givqthis fubjedt, Deifls, your ferious attention, 
judge of the chara&er and teftimony of thefe men, 
as you would on other fubjects with equal evidence* 
If in every thing elfe they (hew themfelves men of 
intelligence and men of integrity, you have no juft 
xeafon to fufpeft them of difingenuity on this on? 
point. The evidence will amount to this, that 
chriftianity has been accounted true by the mea 
who were bell qualified to judge of its claims.to 
truth and a divine origin. The meafu re of evi- 
dence will be increafed, if you take into view, that 
thoufands of chriftian minifters for the fake of the 
gofpel have fuffered the lofs of all things 5 and have 
Submitted to want, to exile, to imprisonment, an^j 
|p maftyrd9m in its pioft horrid forms. 



^Thus have I endeavoured to place before ypuf 
eyes, the evidences of the chriftian religion. Re- 
member that by the chriftian religion J mean, tb$ 
Jfyftem of truth which is. contained in the New 'fefta- 
m*nt. The additions made to chriftianity, whe- 
ther by individuals, or by bodies of ipnen calling 
?hemfelve$ the church, are deftitute of all claim to 
divine truth ; and it would be a§ great an abfur* 
dity to conftder them as a part of chriftianity, as 
it would be to add the Koran to the New Tefta- 
ment, and to account its contents a part of the re^ 
ligion of j[efus Chrift, and of equal validity with 
the writings of the apoftles. When the witness 
of the life, and Offerings, and refurre&ion of Chrift, 
died, the age of infpiratipn ceafed, for God had 
revealed by them every truth which it was needful 
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for ftien to know: and whatever things have been 
added fince, are to be looked upon but as the opi- 
nions of falliblemfcn, without Weight, and without 
authority. Let all fuch additions be fwejrt away 
as ufelefs rubbifh, and as* noifome dung whkH 
have defiled the fanftuary of God. . 



bint, John iii. 36. Neither is there Jalvation in any 
ether • for there is none ether name given among men 
whereby we mufi be Javed. Acts iv. 12, The Lord 
Jefus Jhall be revealed, from heaven with bis migbty 
angels in faming Jire, taking vengeance on them who 
know net Ged andobey not the go/pel of our Lord Jefus 
Cbrifl, who (hall be punifhed with everlafiing deftruc- 
tienfrem the prefence of the Lord, and from the glory 
of bis power } when he Jhall tome to be glorified in bis 
faints, and to be admired in all them that believe. 2 
Thes. i. 7, 8, 9, 10. Such are the declarations of 
this book concerning thole who reject it in un- 
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WHef: and on a fuppofition of its divine autho- 
rity, they arc both natural and juft. For if cc God 
fo loved the world, as to give his only begotten 
fon into it, that whofoever believerh in him lliould 
not periih, but have everlafling life/' not to re- 
ceive him muft bethegreateftof all fins; and muft 
involve in it the higheft degree of difobedience, 
ingratitude, and contempt. The unhappy men 
Jiave^refufed the only method of obtaining happi- 
fiefs; and with unhallowed hands have (hut the 
gates of mercy againft themfelves: and when on 
filtering the eternal world, they are caft off by 
God, and feel that fenfe of his difpleafure whtch 
their iniquities have merited; and are left under 
the full, dominion of their evil paflions, fuch a 
fpe£acle of mifcry will be prefented, as no words 
can defcribe, and no heart conceive. 
• Should a candid reader fay, " I was' a Deift, but 
I am now convinced that Jefus is the Chrift: M re- 
member, my friend, that a bare profeflion of chris* 
tianity will avail nothing: it is neceffary that the 
principles of the gofpel (hould be written on your 
heart, and that its precepts (hould mould your 
temper and diredl your condudl; fo that you may 
b* entirely under its influence, and able to fay with 
4 difcipte ©fold, " Chrift liveth in me." 
: In order to produce this effc<9:, there is required 
the energy of a higher power than man's. Jefus, 
jfhtn (peaking of the fubjeft, fays, cf except a 
mm be born again ofrthe Spirit, he cannot fee the 
kingdom of God." John iii. 5. And, in chap. 
yi, 44, cc no man c^n come unto me, except the 
Father who "hath fent me draw him./* By thede- 
pravity,qf human nature this is become abfolutely 
»eceflary : and God who made man at fkft holy and 
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happy, promifcs and delights to beftow that grace 
which renews Him in the fpirit of his mind, and 
inclines his heart to embrace Jefus Chrift cr as made 
of God unto him* wifdom, and righteoufnefs, and v 

fendlification, and redemption, i Cor. i. 3a. 
This dodlrine fo humiliating to pride, runs through 
the whole of the New Teftament, and is defigned 
to lead the perfon who is convinced of the guilt 
of his unbelief, to fall down before God in ptayer, 
and addrefs him in fuch words asthefe: fc God be 
merciful to me a tinner. Send forth thy light and 
thy truth, and let them lead me, and guide me.- 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a 
right fpirit within me.'* To animate you with \ 

the hope of fuccefs, Jefus Chrift has faid, cc Alk 
and it (hall be given you, feek and ye (hall find, f 

knock and it (hall be opened unto you : for every 
one that alketh receiveth; and he that feeketh 
findeth ; and to him that khocketh it (hall be o- 
pened." Matt. vii. 7, 8. And <c If ye men being 
evil, know how to give good gifts unfo your chil- 
dren; how much more fhall your heavenly Father 
give the Holy Spirit to them that afkhim." Luke 
xi. 13. 

Having received the blefling, and rc being in 
Chrift, you are made a new creature: old thing* 
are palTed away, behold all things are become 
new/' 2. Cor, v. 17. Living under the influence! 
of the gofpel, its doctrines fupporting your faith; 
its precepts forming your temper and regulating 
your conduit, its promifes animating your hopes, 
and its truths habitually filling your thoughts, and 
drawing forth your affe&ions, you feel yourfelf as 
it were in a new world. Your life is unfpeakably 
jnore happy than before* You have joys which' 
<f a ft ranger intermeddleth not with:" and your 
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joy * c no mail taketh from you." 

It will be henceforth the grand bufinefs of life 
/to pleafe God, and be wholly devoted to him ; to 
^maintain a conftant reliance on the mediation of 
Jefus Chrift; to fee k after a greater refemblance 
to your heavenly Father in wifdom, in redtitude, 
in fandtity and in goodnefs; and to exert yourfelf, 
in order to be ufeful to mankind by promoting 
their, temporal, but efpecially their eternal hap- 
pinefs. The pleafures which refult from fpe rid- 
ing your days in fuch a way, leave all others far be- 
hind: they are the pu reft and fweeteft which are 
enjoyed on earth : but they are only the firft fruits, 
and the pledge and earneft of dill greater felicity. 
Death fo juftly dreaded by the greateft of infidels, 
is often invited by the difciples of Jefus as the 
melfenger of their Father in heaven, to briijgthem 
horn est o their Father's houfe: and he will convey 
your foul into the prefence of the God of love., and 
to the fpirits of juft men made perfed. At the rc+ 
JurreRtLti, your body (hall beraifedfrom the grave: 
and placed on the right hand of the judge, you 
will T with rapture hear him fay, cc Come, ye bleffed 
of my Father, inherit the kingdom, prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world." An eter- 
nity fucceeds of perfect holinefs, and of the pureft 
and conftantly increafing felicity, in the fociety of 
all wife and holy being^and in the full fruition of 
the friendfhip of God. To bring you to the en- 
joyment of fuch happinefs, is the defign of this 
EJfay in perfuading you to become chriftians. That 
- £yctv unbeliever who reads it, may be made a par- 
taker of thefe immortal joys, by receiving jcius as 
the Saviour, is the author's fervent prayer.- anc { 
would be jk\pj&£i?a gioiiuus reward. If only one 
Receive this benefit, he will account his labour not 
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loft, but well beftdwed : for the happinefs commu- 
nicated fa that one foul exceeds, with refpeft both 
to degree and duration, all the pleafure which eve* 
has been, or ever wilt be enjoyed by all the ftien 
<m the face of the oarth, in every country, and ii> 
every age. 
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